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The thh'd annual meeting of the American 
Society, for colonizing the free people of colour 
of the United States, was held at Dr. Lauries' 
Church in this City, on Saturday Jan, 8th, 1820, 

The meeting was opened by the following ad- 
dress from the Hon. Bushrod Washington, Presi- 
dent of the Society :~ 

I meet you, gentlemen, at this third anniver-- 
: sary of the Colonization Society, penetrated with 
gratitude to a gracious Providence for the suc- 
cess with which he has been pleased, thus far^ 
to crown our efforts, to realize the humane views 
of its founders. 

If much yet remains to be done, we may ne- 
vertheless look back with satisfaction upon the 
work w^hich has been accomplished ; and may, 1 
trust, without presumption, indulg^j the hope that 
the lime is not far distant when, bv means of 
those for whose happiness we aixi labouring, Af- 
rica will participate in the inestimable blessings 
which result from civilization : a knowledtje of 
the arts ; and, above all, of the pure doctrines of 
the christian reiio-ion. 

it was not to be expected that any decisive 
measures could be taken for o-ivino; effect to the 
great designs which were contemplated, until such 
necessary information had been obtained, as would 
enable the Soc?ety to mature its plans Avith wis- 
dom, and to execute them with effect. 
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It was to be discovered whether a suitable dis- 
trict, for the estabiishmeut of the proposed colo- 
ny, coald be obtained in that country to ivhich all 
©yes are directed. The sentiments and wishes 
of those who were the objects of our solicitude 
were to be ascertained ; tiie pubhc mind was 
to be enhghtened ; and the co-operation of our 
feh*ow citizens secured, by satisfying them, that 
the plan of the Society was both wise and prac- 
ticable and the power, the aid, and the patron- 
age of the National Government was to be sought 
for and obtained. 

The report made to the last meeting of this 
Society, by the surviving Agent, who had been 
commissioned to visit Alrica for the purpose first 
mentioned, must have satisfied every impartial 
mind, that a territory upon the west coast, suf- 
ficient in extent, and unexceptionable as to the 
fertility of its soil, the healthiness of its climate^ 
and the abundance of its presejit products to sup- 
ply the first wants of the colonizists, may be ob- 
tained upon the most reasonable terms. 

The Kejjort of tlie Board of Managers made 
to the same meeting, confirmed, as it now is, by 
particular and extensive inquiries since prosecut- 
ed by the respectable Ageiits empiojed for that 
purpose, and by information received from other 
authentic sources, afford the most satisfactory as- 
surances, that men of improved minds, and esti- 
mable for their mora! and religious principles, may 
be selected from the fiee people of colour in the 
United States, who are not only willing but 
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anxiouR to become the founders of the proposed 
eolonj. The difficulty will not be to obtain emi- 
grants, but to make, from amongst the apphcants, 
a judicious choice of persons worthy of becom- 
ing the first settlers, and the best fitted to concili- 
ate the friendship of the natives, and to make 
the necessary preparations for the reception of 
their future fellow citizens. 

The solemn declarations of the Legislatures of 
four respectable states of the Union, that it would 
be expedient for the general Government to pro- 
cure a territory on the coast of x\frica for the es- 
tablii hment of such a colony — the numerous Aux- 
iliary Societies already planted throughout the 
different vStates~the warm expressions of appro- 
bation of the plan and of the views of the So- 
ciety, addressed to it by the heads of the Churches 
of different denominations; as well as the senti- 
ments ot many of the best of our fellow citizens 
which have at different times been communicated, 
indicate a common feeling, favourable to the 
.scheme, and honourable to the views of the So- 
ciety, and afford a pleasing earnest of the willing 
co-operation of our fellow citizens whenever the 
same may become nccessBry. 

To the judicious measures which have been 
adopted and pursued by the Board of Managers, 
and to the zealous exertions of some respectable 
members of (he Society, is to be attributed, under 
Providence, much of the success Avhieh has hith- 
erto attended us. These gentlemen have justly 
entidcd themselves to the thanks of the Society, 
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^nd to the gratitude of those for whose happiness 
they have generally devoted their talents, and no 
inconsiderable portion of their time. 

All that now remains to be accomphshed is to 
obtain the countenance and the aid of fbe.^Nation- 
al Government, in such manner, and to such ex- 
tent, as Congress in its wisdom may think expedi- 
ent Independent of the unanswerable reasons 
urged by the Committee of the House of Repre- 
sentatives in their report of the 18th of April, 

1818, in favour of colonization, it mav w-ell be 
questioned, whether the humane policy of the 
government to suppress the slave trade, and par- 
ticularly, whether the act of the 3d of March, 

1819, authorizing the President to send beyond 
the limits of the United States, ail captured ne« 
groes, and to appoint agents, residing on the coast 
of Africa, to receive them, can be executed in 
the spirit of the Legislature, without establishing 
a settlement on some part of the African coast, to 
'^^vhich captives may be sent, and where they may 
be received, supported and instructed in (he arts 
of civilized life. To land them on the coast, and 
to leave them exposed to a repetition of those 
outrasres which had ori^nnally destined them to a 
life of slavery, would seem to accomplish very 
imperfectly, if at all, the humane and enlarged 
view^s of the government. 

I submit it therefore, to the consideration oi the 
Society, whether it may not be proper to appoint 
a Committee to bring tliss subject to the view^ 
of the present Congress, and to- advocate tiie 
claims, wliicli the unfortunate class of men '\\\ 
^^l.;03hJ cause v/e arc erjf>:acred, have upon tiie iM?- 
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tice, the humanity, and the magnanimity of tlie 
National Government. 

The present moment is auspicious to our hopes. 
Public expectation is directed towards it. The 
sentiments of our fellow citizens throughout the 
United States, favour our views — and the prayers 
of the pious are offered to the throne of the 
Most High, for a blessing upon our endeavours* 
Let us then press forward to the great object for 
which we are associated ; and if the exalted work 
of benevolence in which we are engaged, should 
unexpectedly fail in its accomplishment ; let us 
exonerate ourselves from the imputation of a de- 
fect of zeal in our exertions to procure it. 

The annual report of the Board of Managers 
was read. 

The following resolutions were then submitted 
tmd adopted. 

On motion by Mr. Francis S. Key : 
Resolved, That a Committee be appointed to 
prepare and present to the Congress of the United 
States, a memorial requesting that they will take 
sucb further steps, as to their wisdom may seem 
proper, to ensure the entire abolition of the Afri- 
can slave trade. 

The following gentlemen were appointed the 
committee : 

Gen. John Mason, Dn James Laurie, 
Francis S. Key, E. B. Caldwell 

Waiter Jones, jr. 
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On motion by the Hon, Hugh Nelson, of Virginia : 
Resolved, That the thanks of the Society be 
presented to the President and Board of Mana- 
gers for the zeal, intelligence, and ability which 
they have evinced in the management of the con- 
cerns of the Society the past year, and that the 
President and Board of Managers be requested 
to furnish a copy of the address and report for 
publication. 

On motion by Hon. Mr. Culhbert, of Georgia: 
' Resolved, That the thanks of the Society b« 
presented to the Rev Ciergy throughout the Uni- 
ted States, for their active benevolence in advancing 
the vieWs of the Society, and to those religious 
bodies and associations who have expressed their 
approbation of the plans and objects of the So- 
ciety. 

On motion by Dr. William Thornton: 
Resolved, That the thanks of the Society be 
presented to the Auxiliary Societies for their aid 
and support. 

On motion by Mr. Caldwell : 
Resolved, That the thanks of the Society be 
presented to the Rev. Wiljiam Meade for the pru- 
dence, zeal, and intelligence with which he has at- 
tended to the duties of Agent of the Board of 
Managers. 

On motion of the Hon. Huo-h Nelson : 
Resolved, That Mr. Walter Jones be request- 
ed to reduce to writing the very able address 
made by him to the Society, on this occasion, and 
furnish a copy of the same for publication, h 



The Society then proceeded to the choice 
Officers for the ensuing year, when the following 
persons were duly elected. 

The Hon. Bushrod Washington, President 

Vice-Presidents. 

Hon* Wm H Crawford, of Georgia, 
Hon. Henry Clay, of Kentucky. 
Hon. Wm Philips, of Massachusetts. 
Col. Henry Rutgers, of New YorL 
Hon. John E Howard, of Maryland. 
Hon. John C Herbert, of Maryland. 
Isaac M'Kim, Esq of Maryland 
John Taylor, of Caroline, Esq of Virginia^? 
Genera! John Hiirtwell Cocke, of Virginia. 
Gen. Andrew Jackson, of Tennessee. 
R')bert Ralston, Esq. of Philadelphia. 
Right Rev. Bishop White, of Philadelphia. 
Gen« John Mason. District of Columbia. 
Samuel Bayard, Esq. of Ne w-Jersey. 
William H. Fitzhugh. Esq. of Virginia, 

Managers. 

Francis S, Key, Esq. Rev. Wm. Hawley, 

Walter Jones, Esq. Rev. Henry Foxall, 

Rev Dr. James Laurie, Jacob Hortman, Esq. 

Rev. Dr. S. B. Balch, Wm. Thornton, Esq. 

Rev. Obadiah B. Brovvn, Thomas Dougherty. Esq. 

Rev. Wm. Wilmer, Col. Henry Ashton, 

Elias B Caldwell, Esq. Secretary. 
John Underwood, Esq Recording Seer etary, 
David English, Esq. Treasurer* 

2 
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The followmo: Report was then read 

■~ i 

The eflbrts of the President and Board of Man- 
agers, since their last annual repor t, have been 
directed to the raultipliration of Auxiliary Socie- 
ties ; the enlargement of tlieir common fund; 
the diffusion of correct information, throughout 
the Ufiited States, in relation to the view?, of the 
Society ; and to such preparatory steps, as are 
required, to plant, without further delay, a colo- 
ny on the coast of Africa 

Precluded, bv their domestic and professional 
avocations, from vieldins: their exclusive atten- 
tion to these indispensable and multifarious ob- 
jects, the members of the Board, on whom its ac- 
tive duties had hitherto devolved, early deter- 
mined to confide a part of them to the zeal of a 
competent agent. In the .absence of any gentle- 
man, who could be induced to enter permanently 
on such a trust* the Rev, Wilham Meade of Vir- 
ginia, was prevailed upon, to lend his personal 
services, to the society : and an interesting oc- 
casion soon after called for the exercise of all his 
activity. 

On the 13th day of April last, one of the Vice- 
Presidents of the Society * communicated to the 
Managers, an advertisement from a newspaper 
printed at Miiledgeville, the capital of Georgia, 
which announced that there would be offered for 

* The Hon. Wm. H. Crawford, Becretaxy of the Treastiry.* 



piib'ic sale, in that cityo on the 3d day of May^ 
next ensuing, thirty-four natives of Africa, who 
had been captured and brought into a port of that 
islate, under the act of Congress of the 2d of 
Ma>'ch, 1807, and were to be sold under the act 
of Georgia of the }9th. of December 1817. (A.) 

As the 3d section of the last act reco^jnised 
the existence and purpose of the American Colo- 
nization Society, and authorized their snterposi- 
tion for the relief of these unfortunate sufferers^ 
Mr. Meade was instructed by Uie Managersj> 
to repair to Milledgeville, with the utmost alacri- 
ty, in order to claim them of the governor of 
Georgia, and to provide for their restoration to 
the country from wdiicli they had been torn. He 
arrived in time, to arrest the sale, and to fitid, in the 
joy, which this unexpected rehef carried to the ^ 
bosoms of these injured people, an ample reward 
for the labour of his journey: a reward, in which 
the Managers, and the Society cannot but feel- 
ingly participate. 

While, on this subject, the Managers congratu- 
late the Society on the passage of the act of 
Congress of the 3d of March 1819, by w^hich the 
authority is revoked, they trust, for ever, under 
which, the above sale was advertised ; and a foun- 
dation laid for the future restoration of those un- 
fortunate persons, whom the African Slave trade 
may cast on the American shore, to their native 
■country, at the expense of the ^iational Goveri*^ 
ment. (B.) 




This act, by supplying the defects of pre-ex^ 
istlng laws, and imposing new restraints upon a 
cruel and disgraceful traflick, shed a ray of light 
dear to humanity, on the expiring moments of 
the 15th Conirress, and elevated the American 
character in the estimation of the world. 

From a late message of the President of the 
United States, to Congress, it will be seen, that 
a construction has been givt n to this act, which, 
ivhile it comports with the obvious intention of its 
framers^ is calculated to ensure its prompt and 
vigorous execution. (C.) The agents, who are 
about to repair to the coast of Africa, will not 
only provide for the safe return of the released 
captives; but, it is to be hoped, that they will 
carry with them^ instructions to report to the prO" 
per authority of the United States^ from time to ttme^ 
the names of svch jimerican vessels with their ojficers 
and crews^ as frequent the western coast of Africa^ 
in order to prosecute this lilicit trade. The facts 
contained in the Appendix to the second amiual 
report, show their number to have been great i 
and the enhanced price of the victims of their cu- 
pidity, together with their own past impunity, 
furnish too much reasoL to fear, that this number 
has been, since, greatly augmented, (D.) 

The Managers do not hesitate to pronounce 
on the utter impracticability of terminating this 
national dishonour, by any efforts confined to the 
teriitory and shores of the United States. Tiie 
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latter are not only too extensive, but indented, by 
too many mlets for smuggling, to be successful*' 
ly watched by a few revenue cutters. And hu-^ 
ttjslitating as must be the confession, there are, in 
our own bosom, individuals, who are ever ready to 
afford an abvlum to the vicious agents, and to 
withdraw froni the protection of the laws, the- 
abused subjects of this detestable commerce. 

The appendix of the last annual report must 
have removed any possible doubt, which may 
have before existed, in relation to this mortifying 
topic of national reflection. 

The Socielj must be gratified to learn from 
a late report of the Secretary of the navy, that, 
in pursuance of the act of the last Congress, a 
respectable squadron is preparing for the western 
coast of Africa, which will shortly unfurl, in the 
cause of humanity, a banner already illustrated 
by the triumphs of valour. 

Although, no connexion subsists between the 
proceedings of the American Society, and these 
acts of the Executive Government, yet, in the 
very intfmate bearing which their operation must 
neccessarilv have, upon the purposes of the So- 
ciety, the Managers trust, that an anology will 
be found, for the place \^hich they occupy hi 
this report. No truth is more susceptible of de- 
monstration, than that the African slave trade 
can be extf rnunaled only wlteie it oriirinales; 
and, wiiile it exists to its present extent, all hope 
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H vain, of the future melioration of the condi* 
tion of that contin< nt^ or the prosperity of any 
eolony which may be planted on its hitherto deso- 
lated shores. 

The condition in which the interposition of 
the Manaj^ers has placed the thirty-fuur Africans^ 
who were advertised for sale, in Georgia, will te- 
quire the society, on the termination of the suit 
instituted for their recovery by certain Spanish 
claimants, to indemnify the State for the expenses 
hither incurred in their maintenance ; and to pro- 
vide for their removal to Africa. 

In assuming a responsibility for both these 
charges, the Managers yielded to the u?'gent ap» 
peal, which the situation of those unfortuiiate 
captives made to their feelings, with an entire re* 
hance on the support which they would derive 
from a corresponding sentiriient throughout the 
Society. They, also, looked with equal confi- 
dence to the justice of the American Govern- 
Blent, to rey)lace such part of these expenses, as 
would have devolved on the United Slates, had 
the act of the 3d of March last been of earlier 
date. 

That law is, of itself, a solemn recognition of 
the moral obligations w^iich prompted its enac- 
tion; and the equity, as well, as the magnanimi- 
ty of Congress, forbids that the nation should 
draw from the scanty funds of a private society, 
the means of defraying the necessary cost of pub- 
lic justice* 



In addition to those native Africans, already 
claimed by the MtLoagers, there are others in 
Georgia, amounting in number, to several hun- 
dred who have been brought into that state un- 
der h'ke circumstances Of these, about sixty 
have been actually sold, and are irrecoverably 
lost. The residue, to whom the pretended 
agents of certain Spanish houses have laid claim, 
have been delivered to citizens of Georgia, on 
stipulations requiring that the holders shall deliver 
them to the court before whom those claims are 
now depending. 

As, from the posthumous message of the late 
governor of Georgia to the legislature of that 
state, there remains but little doubt, that, in all 
these cases, decrees will be pronounced against 
the claimants, provision should be made, in con- 
formity with the laws of Georgia and of the 
United States, for their protection, after their 
eniargemcLt, and their restitution to their native 
country. Some of them, it is feared, have been 
put out, under securities in competent to ensure 
their future deliveiy to the court; the rest will 
be hereafter consigned to hereditary slavery, un- 
less the justice of Congress shall interpose for 
their relief, or the funds of the American So^ 
ciety shall be so enlarged, as to enable the Man< 
agers to claim them, under the provisions of the 
Georgia laws. 

The President of the United States, to whom 
the situation of these unhappy people, has been 
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fiilly disclosed, will, it is hoped, represent their 
condition to Conc^ress; and will doubtless obtain, 
if he does not already possess, the power to 
place them in the same situation, with those 
captives who may have been brought into the 
United States, since the third day of March, 1819. 

From the state of Alabama, intelligence has 
been recently received, by the Managers, of like 
import, in many respects, with that, from Geor- 
ijia; and calling, in like manner, for the interpo- 
sition of the Federal Government. 

From this uno-rateful theme, the Manajjers turR 
with pleasure to a communication, during the last 
sprino:* from one of the Vice Presidents, General 
John H. Cocke of Virginia, to a member of the 
Society, which contains the intelligence, that 
General Kosciusko, bequeathed a fund, exceed- 
ing twenty thousand dollars, in tlie hands of Mr. 
Jefferson, (late President of the United Sates,) to 
be laid out in the purchase of young female 
slaves who are to be educated ai d emancipated. 
General Cocke has, at the request of Mr, Jef- 
ferson, undertaken the administration of this trust, 
in the hope, in which Mr, J, concurs, that the 
difficulties opposed to the wishes of the testator, 
under the existing laws of Virginia, may be obvi- 
ated, in accordarice with the terms of his will, by 
incorporating the bequest with the funds of the 
American Society, under the sanction and con- 
trol of a court of equity. 



S'be benefit resulting from the mission of M^. 
Meade, to Georgia, was not restricted to th^ 
immediate object which prompted it. Both, in 
hisjournevto Milledgevilie, and in his return to. 
Washington? he assisted in organizing Auxiliary 
Societies in some of the principal cities and towns 
through which he passed ; and where he was not 
equally successful, he obtained the promise of fii» 
ture co-operation. 

The American Society, it will be seen, from 
the annexed list of those Auxiliary Institutions, 
now, comprehend among dieir members^ some of 
the most distinguished citizens of those states, 
which have been most unjustly reproached with 
indifference to the degradation and misery of that 
class oi American population, for the improve- 
ment and happiness of which, it is the leading 
purpose of the Society to provide. 

The appeals which have been made to the pub*- 
lie liberality in the past year, by individual mem- 
bers of the Society, in the states adjacent to 
this district, and the remote journeys of Mr. 
Meade, as far as Portland in Maine^ and of 
Mr, Caldwell, the Secretary of the Society, to 
Philadelphia and New- York, yet further attest 
the rapid growth of a sentiment in the United 
States, in favour of colonizing Africa, in the 
mode proposed by the American Society, which 
no discouragement in the present necessities of 
the country has been able to repress ;, Qo^^aisre^ 
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presentations, however artful! j invented, or bold- 
ly propagated have been capable of perverting; 
and, which the President and Board of Mana- 
gers fervently hope, will, under the favour of 
Heaven, ultimately lead to the accomplishment 
of all that they desire. 

From England, renewed assurances have been 
received in the past year, of continued good 
will tow^ards the Society ; (E.) and among the 
xecent donations contained in the appendix, will 
be seen one from his Excellency Mr Hyde 
de Neuville, Minister Plenipotentiary of France, 
residing this city. Nor can it be doubted, bul 
^that every where abroad, the purposes of tlie 
American Society will be applauded and seconded^ 
as soon, as they are publicly known. The sue* 
cjess, therefore, cannot be (juestioned, of any ef^ 
fort which may be made by ihe Government of 
the United Slates, to obtain from the maritime 
powers of Euro(»e, a recognition of the independ- 
ence and perpetual neutrality of the proposed 
colony. Its security from tlie licentious slave 
traders, who frequent the African coast, will be ef- 
f( rtual' V o'L^at ded bv «ts own streni>;th, and the occa^ 
si Jiial pr e sence of the American and British naval 
for -ii cruising in its vicinity. The Colony will 
more than return th s benefit to the United States, 
by affording an asjium to such of the released 
captive negroes, as cannot be forwarded to their 
former homes ; and to the vessels of every nation 
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who may tinfurl its flag in Vindication of the 
fights of humanity on the African coast, by a& 
fording to them a harbour from tempests, and a 
place of refreshment. 

The native tribes in the country, chosen for 
the seat of the contemplated cofony, are impa- 
tient to receive it, within their bosom.* More 
mild, amiable, and docile ; less warlike than the 
aborigines of America, that gentleness, forbear-* 
ance, and moderation, which secured to the fol- 
lowers of William Fenn, an uninterrupted peace 
of more than seventy years duration, with the lat- 
ter, will not fail to urjite the infant Colony, in ha- 
bits of commercial and frieodiy intercourse with 
the former. 

It ought not to be expected; it does not accord 
with the course of an inscrutable providence, 
that a purpose of such enlarged benevolence as 
that which actuates the American Society, how- 
ever prudently pursued, ijhall be accomplished 
without difficulty and labour* 

The friends of humanity, in every age, have 
encountered opposition from those, even, whom 
they most intended to serve. The sneers of ma- 
lignity, and the scoffs of insolence and pride as- 
sailed the immaculate Author of Christianity, at 
the awful and affecting moment in wiuch he ex- 
piated, by a cruel and ignominious death, the sins 
of his enemies. Let not his remote and humble 
followers expect to find a path of duty without 



* See the jtiurnal of the mipsinnaries, Mills and Burgess., iiithe secortA 
i*iiinuai repor*. 



an obstacle fo be surmounted, or a sin<>;!e ifla-* 
periiment to be removed. Even ihe temporal re-' 
"wards of virtue are not attainable without pa- 
tience and self-denial. Those hopes which are 
elevated to a hii^her prize, should be fortifiecf 
against corresponding trials. To despair of ul- 
timate success in a cause, which patriotism, be- 
nevolence and piety recommend, is to distrust the 
justice or the omnipotence of Heaven. 

The Managers are led to these reflections, bj 
some of the obstructions which they have met in the 
past year. They have been encountered where 
they vvere least to have been expected, and have 
been maintained with a pertinacity worthy of a 
better cause. 

That the accomplishment of all that they 
hope, should be regarded as doubtful, or even 
iinpraciicable, has excited neither indignation nor 
surprise. Of the success of any plan for the 
melioration of the condition of society, men will 
think as differently as they will feel, in rela- 
tion to its purpo.se. And the charge of enthu- 
siasm may be expected, and should be meekly 
borne, by all who promise to themselves^ or to 
the world, any great and substantial good, out of 
the ordinary course of human experience. But 
those who intend well, deserve, at least, to have 
their motives candidly appreciated; and they have 
especially, a right to expect that their acts asfid 
declarations^ if not charitably interpreted, will be 
truly reported. 



SI 

Not only have authorities, with respect to the 
elimate, (I) health, (2) soil, (3) and populatioii 
(4) of Africa, the seat of the contemplated colo- 
ny, been cited against the spirit and earnest re- 
eomniendations of the very authors, theniselve^j 
from whom they have been borrowed; (F.) but 
a single sentence from a speech of one of the 
members of the American Society, has been auo«' 
ted, in order to fix the charge of selfishness upoB 
the institution, against the whole tenor of the 
speech of the member himself, of die accompany** 
ing address of the President, and report of the 
Managers, and the direct and obvious tendency 
of every act of the Society. (G.) 

The Managers assert no claim for themselves, 
or their constituents, to superior humanity. They 
neither ask, nor desire for the object of their in- 
stitution, or the particular means, which may be 
devised for its attainment, exemption from public 
criticism. They exult, with the nation, at large, 
in that spirit of free and rational inquiry, which 
ec^nstitutes the best security for the liberty and 
happiness of any people. In this spirit, they beg 
leave, before they riti^e their report, to notice 
some of the ofjjections which have been made to 
the colonization of Africa in the mode contempla- 
ted by the American Society. 

It is believed, that a co^nprehensive answer to 
most, if not all of them, wouhi be furnished by 
simply repeating what it is^ that the Society pra- 

g088 to do. 
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They pt*opose, then, in the knsfuage of the 
Virginia resolution% to procure a suitable territo- 
Fy on the coast of Africa, for such of the free 
people of colour, as may choose to avail themselves 
0f this asylum ; and for such slaves, as their pro- 
|)rietors may please to emancipate; and they pur-* 
pose, morover, to furnish the means of transport- 
ing the emigrants to Africa; or to enlarge the 
ikieans which they may, themselves, provide. 

They do wo/, therefore, i7itenn^ and they have 
not the inclination^ if they possessed the power, to 
constrain the departure of any frerniian of colour, 
from America, or to coerce any proprietor to mc//i- 
tipate his slaves* 

So far is this scheme from being impractica- 
ble, that one, resemoiing it in all respects, was 
accomplished by a private society in England, 
more than thirty years ago. In despite v( every 
representation to the contrary, the colony of Sier- 
ra Leone boasts, at this moment, a greater degree 
of prosperity than distinguished any one of tiio 
British Colonies, now the United States of Ameri- 
ca, at the same period, after its first plantation, 
(H.) The population of Sierra Leone; its eom- 
merce and navigation; its churches, schools and 
charitable institutions; its towns and hamlets; 
its edifices public and private, surpass those of 
any one of these states, at ar^y time, within twen- 
ty-live years, from its first settlement. In a few 
months, most certainly, within the present year, 
the practicability of founding a similar colony, 
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with much better and more abuniJatit materials, 
will be tested by actual experitnent. The free 
persons of colour of New- York, Philadelphia, 
Baltimore, Richmond, Petersburgh, and Cbarles- 
ton, who are preparing to remove to Africa, will 
Yield, in moral character, to no population of the 
^ame complection, which they may leave behind* 
Had the Society competent funds, there are simi- 
lar materials already offered to the Managers for 
a much larger colony. 

In this early success of the object of the Socie* 
ty, there is an unanswerable reply to the argu* 
IDent founded on the supposed unwillingness of 
the free people of co'our to quit Ameriea« 

Some of the authors of this objection have 
first persuaded then), not to em{grat€>, and then 
pronounced that they will not. Their prediction 
and their argument have both failed. And how 
could it be otherwise! Does not America, every 
day, pi'esent the spectacle of Europeans, who 
have for ever abandoned the natal soil of them* 
selves, and their progenitors? Such are their 
Bumbers, that humanity has interposed to prevent 
their crowding, to fatal excess, the ships which 
transport them. And can it be believed that the 
descendants of Africa will not return to the home 
of their fathers, when it shall have been prepar- 
ed for their reception, and they are assured of its 
enjoyment in peace, freedom, and happiness? D© 
not the most intelligent of their friends recom- 
mend to them colonization, some where, as es- 



i^ntial to their moral and intellectual improve- 
tnent; antL if any wiicre, what country, so (it, as 
Africa ? Is there, on the habitable globe, a soil 
iBore fertile, productious either richer, or more 
varied, a climate better adapted to the constitu- 
tion of the black man, than that which God hath 
given him ? (L.) The fierce sun which scorches 
the complexion and withers the strength of the 
white man, preserves to the children of Africa 
the inheritance of their fathers. That such is 
the current of their own opinions, when theirna- 
tural feelings have not been warped by misrepre* 
sentations of the cHmate, soil, and population of 
that devoted country, let the following facts at- 
l^est. 

Of the whole number of free blacks in Nova 
Scotia* amountins: to verv near twelve hundred, 
to whom tiie humane Clarkson addressed himself 
in 1792, but four or five individuals refused toem-^ 
bark with him for Sierra Leone. Almost all those 
ill London yielded, about the same period, te 
this natural bias. 

It is but a few years since Capt. Paul Cuffee car*^^ 
ried thirty-eight from Boston to Sierra Leone, 
chiefly at his own expense; and in a letter, written 
after this voyage, he* declares, that he could have 
obtained the consent, of the greater part of the free 
people of colour in that city and its vicinity, to 
remove to Africa. And let it not be forgotten, 
that, of those, whom ho actually carried, there was 
HQt one disposed to return with him, to America^ 
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Nor should it cease to be remembered, that this 
generous and enlightened African, in the last mo- 
ments, as through the last years of his useful and 
meritorious life, recommended colonization in Af- 
rica to his degraded countrymen here. (K.) To 
this authority, should be added many others, 
but especially that of Kizell, the guide and friend 
of the missionaries, Mills and Burgess, who like 
Capt. Guffee, knew America, as well as, and Africa 
much better, than any of the opponents of the plan 
«f colonization. (L.) 

Some of the free blacks in America who have 
been consulted on this subject, have^ it is true,, 
»ot consented to the choice of country, made for 
them, by the Society; but in the various cities on 
the Goast^ they have agitated for many years some 
scheme of emigration. A few have removed to 
St. Domingo ; and such was the desire of a num- 
ber of those in the town of Providence in Rhode- 
Island^ some years since, to change their abode, 
that they subscribed a sum of money and deput- 
ed one of their own body, to visit the coast of 
Africa, in search of a territory suited to their 
purpose. Their wishes were defeated by the 
dishonesty of their agent. 

The free people of colour on the banks of the 
Wabash, who have already encountered the hard- 
ships of settling and clearing a wilderness have 
repeatedly expressed a similar desire. (M.) 

An<i if this disposition to exchange America, 
for Africa, exists in those states, whi^reia there 

4 
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are very few, if any slaves, what should it be, 
where emancipation is often a curse, rather than 
a blessing ? Where, tlie inore reflecting among 
the people of colour, themselves, and the white 
inhabitants in their neighbourhood, however af- 
flicted by the spectacle of hereditary slavery, ac- 
knowledge that they are every day. more and 
more convinced that it is impossible to advance 
the happiness of the slave, by emancipation ? 
How unhappy is that condition, which midway, 
between servitude and freedom, knows neither 
the restraints of vice, nor the incentives of virtue ! 
And can 'those who regard themselves, as the pe- 
culiar friends of the free people of colour, in 
America, wish them to remain in this degraded, 
this abject state ? No ! even they, begin to look 
out for a country, in which this unfortunate race 
may rise in the scale of existence to the level of 
the white man, and they think that they have 
found it in the late French colony of St, Do- 
mingo. 

Very far, indeed, are the Managers of this So- 
ciety from dissuading any of the free people of 
colour, to accept the asylum generously of- 
fered to them, by the emperor of Hayti. But 
independent of any reference whatever to the 
future conversion and civilization of Africa, is not 
the impediment of a foreign language, which the 
colonists must acquire, before they can under- 
stand their new laws; of a religion to which they 
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are strangers; of a government which savouFs,, 
at least, of mlhtary despotism, sufficient to turn 
the scale in favour of Africa^ to which, the eolo* 
uists would, in time, impart their own manners, 
religion, laws, and language ? However disposed 
to cherish good will and respect for all other^ na- 
tions, an American, whether bond or free^ would 
probably prefer an American, to a French fou^- 
dation, for bis civil and political institutions. 

The general sentiment, then, of the free people 
of colour, in the United States, will probably set- 
tle down in favour of Africa, as the seat of their 
contemplated colony. The American Society have 
made this choice for them, after much inquiry and 
reflection ; and it is not probable that any objec- 
tion will hereafter be made to this selection^ if the 
cc5/ony, about to be planted, shall thrive in its 
infancy. On this subject, however, expectations^^ 
too sanguine, should not be indulged ; nor temr 
porary delays and disappointments produce de- 
spair. The beginnings of all nations, not lost in 
fable, have been inconsiderable, and their first 
progress tardy, and laborious. The success of 
that, which the American Society hope to found, 
will be secured from misfortune and accident, a 
far, as human precaution can provide. Its pre 
perity tvill rest, at last, on that overruling pro ^ 
deuce which guides the destiny of mao. 

It has been urged, and this objection seenr* f 
comprise the very pi ih and marrow of all the > 
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gr.m«*nts against the colonization of Africa, on the 
principled of the American Society, that the colony 
will not be able to receive and subsist^ nor the So- 
ciety to trjansport thither j all the free people of colour 
of the United States. 

The authors of this objection have not denied 
that a flourishing colony may be established on - 
the African coast; ^ind some of them have asserted 
that the present population of the United States 
have sprung from a comparatively very small 
number of emigrants. And if an empire, resem- 
bling in extent and prosperity, these United States, 
can be founded on the western coast of Africaj 
with means so inconsiderable, and, therefore, so 
attainable, who would have the inhumanity to re* -s^ 
fuse his co-operation in a work so glorious ! 

It must be perceived, therefore, that this objec- 
tion applies to the earncHt hopes ^ rather than to the 
expi CSS puipose of the American Society. But, as 
it is believed, that the objection, itself^ is suscep- 
tible of complete refutation, it is proper to ex-^ 
amine the basis on which it rests. 

It will be readily conceded that no colony, nor 
any number of colonies can afford to receive, in any 
one year, a greater number of emigrants, than the 
annual surplus product of their soil, aided by impor- 
tation, will sustain ; and, consequently, that, unless 
a number of free people of colour^ exceeding In 
amount, the annual increase of that description of 
persons in America, can be annually provided for 
in Africa, the whole of that population caonot 
be there accommodated. 
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The same principle and deduction apply with 
the same force to any plan of colonizing affi the 
people of colour^ bond and free. Their applica- 
tion shall be considered in both respects. For* 
although, it is believed, and is, indeed, too obvious 
to require proof, that the colonization of the free 
people of colour, alone^ would not only tei^d to 
civilize Africa; to abolish the slave-trade/ and 
greatly to advance their own happiness ; but to 
promote that, also, of the other classes of society, 
the proprietors and their slaves, yet the hope of 
the gradual and utter abolition of slavery, in a 
manner consistent with the rights, interests, and 
happiness of society, ought never to be aban* 
doned« 

The calculations upon this subject, have pro- 
ceeded on an estimate of the annual increase of 
the free people of colour of the United States, at 
five thousand souls ; and of the slaves, at little 
more than thirty-five thousand 5 making a total of 
forty thousand. 

Now, so far as this estimate relates to the free 
people of colour, it must afford an ample refuta* 
tion of the conclusion deduced from it, to refer to 
the fact, that there has been scarcely a state ad- 
mitted into the American Union, the population of 
which has not been annually augmented for several 
years prior to its admission^ and has not subse- 
quently continued to be augmented, annually, by 
a greater emigration than of five thousand persons. 

The state of Ohio, which boasts, at present, a 
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ijailHia move numerous} than that of the; ancient 
and populous state of Massachusetts, and proba-^ 
bly contains, therefore, a population, Httle, if at 
all short of six hundred thousand souls, compre- 
hended, in the year 1790, along with the whole 
north and south western territories of the United 
States, less than 37,000; ten years afterwards, when 
its census was blended ivith that of Michigan and 
Ihinois, little more than 45,000 ; and by the enu- 
meration of 1810, 230,760. Allowing the territo- 
ries of Illinois and Michigan, which contained in 
1310, 17,000, to have doubled their population^ 
in the ten years next preceding, Ohio possessed 
in 1800, 3(5,500 souls ; and supposing that nura^ 
ber to have been doubled, by their natural increa^-. 
alone, in the last twenty years, and the popula- 
tion of that state to be now 600,000, as computed 
above ; she has, then, been indebted, in twenty 
years, to emigration and its natural increase, for 
S27,0p0 of her present numbers ; so that the an- 
nual augmentation of the population of Ohio for 
that period, exclusive of the natural increase of 
her original stock in 1800, has not fallen short of 
twenty-six thousand ; all of whom have been sus- 
tained by the annual surplus produce of the labour 
of that state, assisted but little, if at all, by impor- 
tations from the neighbouring states and territo- 
ries, and reduced considerably, of late years, by 
exportation.* 



* It is certain, also, that for the last three years, Ohio has furnjj^Jhei 
wdTiy emigrants to Indiana Illinois, Michigan, and Missouri. 
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Two such colonies^ therefore? planted: on a soil 
and beneath a climate resembling that of Ohio,, 
would provide not only for the natural augmenta^ 
tion of their first stock, after it had reached twenty- 
three thousandi souls, but for an annual addition of 
53,000 to their number; thus exceeding in the 
aggregate more than twelve thousand persotts> 
the total annual increase of the coloured popula- 
tion of the United States. 

But on the soil: and under the sun of Africa, 
which, bring to maturity two crops of corn or rice 
in the same year, where no winter devours the 
autumnal harvest, but genial warmth and perpe- 
tual verdure gladden the whole year, the same 
labour would yield a double product, and more 
than a triple surplus. 

It is, too, for the first year only, that this sur- 
plus would be required by the new mouths. The 
new hands would, in every succeeding season, not 
only provide for themselves, but swell the annual 
surplus destined for other colonists, or for expor- 
tation. 

And if, for the first year, there were no surplus, 
the mere food for five, or for forty thou&and peo- 
ple would be — what? Less than the surplus pro- ' 
duqe of a neighbouring county of Maryland, or 
Virginia. 

Bread, it is true, although sufficient for human 
sustenance, does not comprise, in itself, a supply 
of all human wants. For the rest, however, for 
clothes and shelter, no comparison can be mad€^ 



Between their necessary cost in a climate in which 
the thermometer ever ranges within twentj-live 
degrees below the greatest summer heat of Ame- 
rica, and one wherein for many months of the 
year, it rarely rises so high above the freezing 
point, and for half that period it is generally sunk 
below it. 

Tropical Africa is known, at present, chiefly 
from its western coast, depopulated and wasted 
by the slave-trade. The imperfect accounts of its 
interior promise to the civilization, which shall 
hereafter explore it, a milder climate and increased 
fertility. (N.) 

It renaains to be determined whether the Colo- 
nization Society can provide for such a number, 
or they can provide for themselves the means of 
transportation^ 

And here, as on that branch of this inquiry 
which has been just disposed of, it should ever be 
borne in mind, as an antidote to every effort to 
impair the hopes of the philanthropist, that short 
€»f complete success, there is much substantial good 
to be attained. 

He cannot stand acquitted at the bar of his own 
conscience, who pleads, as an excuse for total in- 
action, that he could have accomplished but a 
part of what he desired. 

If the seeds of civilization shall be strewed along 
the coast of Africa, and protected from the blight- 
ing influence of the slave-trade ; if the chief impe- 
diment to gradual emancipation in America shall 
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be removed; if where slavery may continue to ex- 
ist, the fidelity of the slave and the afiection of th6 
master shall be both augmented ; if the free people 
of colour shall be permitted to enter on the career 
of mora! and intelicclual improvement in the land 
of their fathers under the guarantee of political 
independence ; if all, or any considerable part of 
these blessings can be attained, by opening the 
door of Africa to the return of her liberated chil- 
dren, it will be no reproach to the Colonization 
Society that they have not civilized an entire conti* 
nent, or disenthralled a nation. 

It is, indeed, most probable, that the American 
Society, unassisted by the resources of the indi- 
vidual states, or of the Union, may be incapable 
of rendering such aid to the emigration of the peo- . 
plej of colour, as would provide for colonizing 
their annual increase. But that the resources of 
the United States would prove incompeterjt to 
that purpose, is utterly denied, and can be most 
easily disproved. For what would be the expense 
of transporting 5,000 persons, the supposed annual 
increase of the free people of colour alone; or, 
40,000, the estimated increase of both bond and 
FREE? Computing the present population of the 
United Spates at ten millions, and allowing fifty 
dollars for the transportation of each colonist, 
there would be required for the latter, a pole tax 
of but two and a half cents, and fur both, one of 
twenty-five cents on a!! the people of these States. 



The amount of duties collected on foreign dis- 
tilled spirits, during each of the first six years of 
Mr. Jefferson's administration, would defray the 
$um total of this expense, and furnish half a 
million of dollars, annually, to extinguish the prin-* 
cipal, the entire stock, of the heaviest calami- 
ty that oppresses this nation. A renewal of the 
internal taxes of 1^15, would not only provide 
the means of exporting the annual increase of 
the whole coloured population of the United 
States, but leave an equal sum to purchase thai 
part of this number, to the exportation of which, the 
consent of the proprietor could not be obtained. 

And were the same duties charged in the United 
States, as in Great Britain, on the consumption of 
chis fatal poison of human happiness, their nett 
proceeds would, in less than a century, purchase 
and colonize in Africa, every person of colour 
within the United States. 

This period is, indeed, rem.ote; but eternity ad- 
mits not of distribution into time — In the exist- 
ence of nations a century is but a day. 

The preceding calculations are founded on the 
improbable supposition, that no colonist would con* 
tribute any thing, whatever, to defray the expense 
of his own removal. Let those who indulije the 
most unfavourable anticipations of the expense 
of colonizing, in Africa, the free people of colour 
of the United States, behold the condition and 
number of those emigrants who are daily poured 
upon the American cont!n<3nt from every part of 



Europe ; whom poverty and wreteh^^doess drive 
from the home of their fathers ; and whom do 
friendly counsel cheers, no friendly haud 5^s:>ist3 
at their port of embarkation, in their uncomfort- 
able vova^e across the Atlantic, or their toilsome 
journey to a remote settlement in a strange land. 
Who heard before they embarked, every possibly, 
misrepresentation of the country which they 
sought to reach ; and encountered, in the govern- 
ment which they were about to leave, every dis- 
couragement, which oppression can oppose to the 
Jove of freedom and the desire of happiness.~ 
And yet, whose lot in Europe was preferable to 
that of the slave, in America ; and, in many re^ 
spects, to that of the contemned, and therefore de- 
based free negro. Count the nun^ber of those 
emigrants who entered the ports ol North Ameri- 
ca in the past year oiAy, Upwards of twelve 
thousand are said to have landed at the sitigle port 
of Quebec ; and the total number who have reach-' 
ed Canada, Nova Scotia and the United States, 
cannot fall far short, il at all, of forty thousand. 
Many of them, in order to pay their passage, enter- 
ed into obligations of service to he performed 
after their arrival in America ; and thus sold their 
freedom, for a few years, in order to perpetuate it 
to themselves and to their posterity* 

They have come, it is true, in commercial 
ships, and some of them have paid less for their 
passage, than the cost, at which it is ascertained 
that any number of free people of colour cm 
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be carried to Africa, in ships fitted for passage 
only.* But will not the time arrive when 
Africa will have her commerce too ? Has not the 
sini^le port of Sierra Leone exported, in one year, 
Vince the abolition of the slave-trade by England, 
, a greater value than all western Africa, a coast of 
several thousand miles, yielded, exclusive of its 
people, for a like period anterior to that event? 
When this abominable traffick shall have been ut- 
terly exterminated; when the African labourer can 
toil secure from the treachery of his neighbour, 
and the violence of the man-stealer; that continent 
will freight, for legitimate trade, those ships which 
= ROW carry thither chains, fetters, and scoursres, to 
return home with the bones, the sinews, the blood 
and the tears of her children. Her gold, her ivory, 
lier beautiful dies, her fragrant and precious gums, 
her healing plants and drugs, the varied produce 
of her now forsaken fields and lonely forests, will 
be brought by a joyous and grateful people, to the 
nations who, once their plunderers and persecutors, 
will have at length become their protectors, friends, 
and allies. 

New forms of government, modelled after those 
which constitute the pride and boast of America, 
will attest the extent of their obligations to their 
former masters; and myriads of freemen, while they 
course the margin of the Gambia, the Senegal, the 

* Two or three guinoas have been frequently accepted for a pas- 
sage fiom Great Bsit^air. 5o America, ^here the emigrant has foumlJbis 
■»wn stores. 
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Congo, and the Niger, will sing, in the language 
which records the constitution, laws, and historj of 
America, hymns of praise to the common parent of 
man. 

A revolution so beneficent, so extended, and so 
glorious, requires, to effect it, the concert and the 
resources of a nation. The peopie of America have 
the power to secure its success against the uncer-* 
tainty of accident. They are summoned to the 
performance of this duty by the most urgent in- 
centives of interest, the most awful appeals of jus-; 
tice, and the tenderest claims of humanity. Its final 
accomplishment will be a triumph over supersti'^ 
lion, ignorance, and vice, worthy of a people des- 
tined, it may be fondly hoped, to surpass all other 
nations in the arts of civilized life. 

The Colonization Society is about to lay the 
corner stone of this edifice. Whether l i shall rise 
to strength and grandeur, it is for the government 
and people of America, under the overruling pro- 
vidence of heaven, to decide. 
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(A.) 

Ai> ajcjt in addition to an act to prohibit the ititroductioTi of shives, paSso'J 
• March 2, 1807, 

Sect. 1 . Be it emcfcd hy the senate and house of re- 
preventatives of the United States of America in congress 
q.ssetubled, That from and after the passing of this act it 
^hall not he lawful to import or hring, in any manner 
whatsoever, into the United States, or territories there- 
of, from any foreign kingdom, place, or country, any 
negro, mulatto, or person of colour, wit'n intent to hol^. 
sell, or dispose of, any such negro, mulatto, or persoB 
of colour, as a slave, or to be held to service or labour * 
and any ship, vessel, or other water craft, employed m 
any importation as aforesaid, shall be liable to seizure^ 
prosecution, and forfeiture, in any district in which li 
may be found ; one half thereof to the use of the Uni- 
ted States, and the other half to the use of ^him or them 
who shall prosecute the same to effect. 

Sect. 2. And be it further enacted, That no citizen or 
citizens of the United States, or any other person or 
persons, shall, after the passing of this act, as aforesaid 
for himself, themselves, or any other person or persons 
whatsoever, either as master, factor, or owner, build, 
tit, equip, load, or otherwise prepare, any ship or ves- 
sel, in any port or place within the jurisdiction of the 
United States, nor cause any such ship or vessel to sail 
from any port or place whatsoever, within the jurisdic-* 
tion of the same, for the purpose of procuring any nor 
gro, mulatto, or person of colour, from any foreign 
kingdom, place, or country, to be transported to any 
port or place whatsoever, to be held, sold, or otherwise 
disposed of, as slaves, or to be held to service or labour ; 
and if any ship or vessel shall be so built, fitted out. 
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d«[mppetl, laden, or otherwise prepared, for the purpose' 
iaforcsaid, every such ship or vessel, her tackle, apparel^ 
furniture, arid lading, shall be forfeited, one moiety 
to the use of the United States, and the other to the 
use of the person or persons who shall sue for said for- 
feiture, and prosecute the same to eiiect ; and such ship 
or vessel shall be liable to be seized, prosecuted, and 
eondemned, in any court of the United States having 
competent jurisdiction. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted^ That every per- 
son or persons so building, fitting out^ equipping, ioadingv 
or othenvise preparing, or sending away, or causing 
any of the acts aforesaid to be done, with intent to em- 
ploy such ship or vessel in such trade or business, after 
the passing of this act, contrary to the true intent and 
■leaning thereof, or who shall in any wise be aiding ar. 
abetting therein, shall severally, on conviction thereof, 
by due course oi' law , forfeit and pay a sum not exceed- 
ing five thousand dollars, nor less than one thousand 
dollars, one moiety to the use of the United States, andf 
the other to the use of the person or persons who shall 
sue for such forfeiture and prosecute the same to eiiect, 
and shall moreover be imprisoned for a term not exceed- 
ing seven years, nor less than three years. 

Sect. 4. Be it further enacted^ That if any citizen or 
citizens of the United States, or other person or per- 
sons resident within the jurisdiction of the same, shall, 
from and after the passing of this act, take on board, re- 
ceive, or transport from any of the coasts or kingdoms 
of Africa, or from any other foreign kingdom, place^ 
or country, or from sea, any negro, mullatto, or person 
of colour, not being an inhabitant nor held to service by 
the laws of either of the states or territories of the 
United States, in any ship, vessel, boat, or other water 
craft, for the purpose of holding, selling, or otherwise 
disposing of such person as a slave, or to be held to ser- 
vice or labour, or be aiding or abetting therein, every 
such person or persons so offending shall, on conviction 
by due course of law, severally forfeit and pay a sum- 
not exceeding five thousand nor less than one thousand 
dollars, one moiety to the use of the United States and 
the other to the use of the person or persons who shall 
iiiiQ for cuch fwrfeituro and prosecute the same to eiiect ^ 
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and moreover, shall suffer imprisonment for a term not 
exceeding seven years, nor less than three years ; and 
every ship or vessel, hoat or other water craft, on which 
such negro, mulatto, or. person of colour shall have 
been taken on board, received, or transported, as afore- 
said, her tackle, apparrel, and furniture, and the goods 
and effects which shall be found on board the same, or 
shall have been imported therein in the same voyage, 
shall be forfeited, one moiety to the use of the United 
States, and the other to the use of the person or per- 
sons who shall sue for and prosecute the same to effect : 
and every such ship or vessel shall be Hable to be seized, 
prosecuted, and condemned, in any court of the United 
States having competent jurisdiction. 

Sec. 5t And be it further enacted^ That neither the 
importer or infporters, nor any person or persons claim- 
ing from or under him or them, shall hold any right, in- 
terest, or title whatsoever, in or to any negro, mulatto, 
or person of colour, nor the service or labour thereof, 
who may be imported or brought into the United States 
or the territories thereof, in violation of the provisions 
of this act, but the same shall remain subject to any 
regulations, not contravening said provisions, wiiich the 
legislatures of the several states or territories may at 
any time heretofore have made, or hereafter may make, 
for disposing of any such negro, mulatto, or person of 
coiour» 

Sec. 6. And he it further enacted^ That if any per* 
son or persons whatsoever shall, from and after the pas- 
fling of this act, bring within the jurisdiction of the Uni* 
ted States, in any manner whatsoever, any negro, mu- 
latto, or person of colour, from any foreign kingdom, 
place, or country, or from sea, or shall hold, sell, or 
otherwise dispose of, any such negro, mulatto, or per- 
son of colour, so brought in, as a slave, or to be held to 
service or labour, or be in any wise aiding or abetting 
thereinj every person so offending shall, on conviction 
thereof by due course of law, forfeit and pay for every 
such offence, a sum not exceeding ten thousand nor less 
than one thousand dollars, one moiety to the use of 
the United States, and the other to the use of the per- 
son or persons who shall sue for such forfeiture, and 
prosecute the same to effect ; and moreover^ shall suf- 
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fcr imprisonment for a term not exceeding seven years 
nor less than three years. 

Sec. 7. Jnd be it further enacted, That if any per- 
5fon or persons whatsoever shall hold, purchase, sell or 
othenvise dispose of any negro, mulatto, or person of 
colour, hr a slave, or to be held to service or labour, 
who shall have been imported or brought, iii any way, 
from any foreign kingdom, place, or country, or from 
the dominions of any foreign state immediately adjoin- 
ing to the United States, in any port or place within 
the jurisdiction of the United States, from and after 
the passing of this act, every person so offending, and 
©very person aiding or abetting therein, shall severally 
forfeit and pay, for every negro, mulatto, or person of 
colour, so held, purchased, sold, or disposed of, one 
thousand dollars, one moiety to the use of the United 
States, and the other to the use of the person or per- 
sons who may sue for such forfeiture, and prosecute the 
aame to effect, and to stand committed until the said 
forfeiture be paid : Provided, That the aforesaid forfei- 
ture shall not extend to the seller or purchaser of any 
Begro, mulatto, or person of colour, who may be sold 
©r disposed of in virtue of any regulations which have 
been heretofore, or shall hereafter be, lawfully made 
'hy any legislature of any state or territory in pursuance 
•f this act and the constitution of the United States. 

Sec. 8. And be it further enacted, That in all prose- 
•tutions under this act, the defendant or defendants shall 
be holden to prove that the negro, mulatto, or person 
•©f colour, which he or they shall be charged with having 
brought into the United States, or with purchasing, hold- 
ing, selling, or otherwise disposing of, and which, ac- 
cording to the evidence in such case, the said defend- 
ant or defendants shall have brought in aforesaid, or 
otherwise disposed of, was brought into the United 
States at least live years previous to the commencement 
«f such prosecution, or was not brought in, holden, pur* 
chased, or otherwise disposed of, contrary to the pro- 
visions of this act ; and in failure thereof, the said de- 
fendant or defendants shall be adjudged guilty of the of- 
fence of which he or they may stand accused. 

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That any prosecu- 
tion, information, or action, may be sustained, for an^ 

6 
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offence under this act, at any time within five years ai\ex 
such olfence shall have been committed, any law to the 
contrail ry notwithstanding. 

Sec. 10. And be it further enacted, That the first- 
six sections of the act to which this is in addition, shall 
he and the same are hereby repealed : Provided, That 
all offences committed under the said sections of the 
^ act aforesaid, before the passing of this act, shall be 
prosecuted and punished, and any forfeitures which have 
been incurred under the same shall be recovered and 
distributed J as if this act had not been passed. 

Approved, April 20, 1818. 



An act of the Legislature of Georgia, for disposing of any such negro, mu- 
latto, or person of colour, who has been, or may hereafter be imported^ 
or brought into this state, in violation of an act of the United States, 
entitled, "an act to prohibit the importation of slaves intoany port or 
place within the jurisdiction of the United States, from and after the 
first day of Janwary, 1808." 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the State of Georgia, in General Assembly met, and it 
is enacted by the authority of the same, That it shall be 
lawful for hiii excellency the governor, and he is here- 
by authorized, to appoint some fit and proper person, to 
proceed to all such ports and places within this state, as 
have, or may have, or may hereafter hold, any negroes, 
mulattoes, or persons of colour, as may have been, or 
hereafter may be seized or condemned under the above 
recited act of Congress, and who may be subject to the 
control of this state ; and the person so appointed shall 
have full power and authority to ask, demand, and re- 
cover and receive all such negroes, mulattoes, or per- 
sons of colour, and to convey the same to Milledgeviiie, 
ana place them under the immediate control of the ex- 
ecutive of this state. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That his excellen- 
cy the governor is hereby empowered to cause the 
said negroes, mulattoes, or persons of colour, to be sold, 
after giving sixty days notice in a public gazette, in such 
manner as he may think best calculated for the interest 
of this state. 
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8ec. 3. ^nd he it Jurther enacted^ That if, previotje 
to any sale of any such persons of colour, the Society 
for Colonization of free persons of colour within th€ 
United States, will undertake to transport them to Af- 
rica, or any other foreign place, which they may procure 
as a colony for free persons of colour, at the sole ex- 
pense of said Society, and shall likewise pay to his ex- 
cellency the governor, all expenses incurred by the 
State, since they have been captured and condemned, 
his excellency the governor is authorized and request- 
ed to aid in promoting the benevolent views of said S.Q- 
ciety, in such manner as he may deem expedient* 

Assented to, 18th December, 1817. 



(B.) 

An act in additioo to the acts prohibiting the slave trade. Passed 

March 3d, 1819. 

f 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representor 
lives of the United States of America, in Congress assem<» 
bled, That the President of the United States be, and 
he is hereby authorized, whenever he shall deem it ex- 
pedient, to cause any of the armed vessels of the Uni- 
ted States to be employed to cruise on any of the coasts 
of the United States or territories thereof, or of the 
coasts of Africa, or elsewhere, where he may judge at* 
tempts may be made to carry on the slave trade by citi- 
zens or residents of the United States, in contraven- 
tion of the acts of Congress prohibiting the same ; and 
to instruct and direct the commanders of all armed ves- 
sels of the United States to seize, take, and bring into 
any port of the United Sttxtes, all ships or vessels of the 
United States wheresoever found, which may have taken 
on board, or which may be intended for the purpose of 
taking on board, or transporting, or may have transport- 
ed any negro, mulatto, or person of colour, in viola- 
tion of any of the provisions of the act entitled " An 
act in addition to act to prohibit the importation of * 
slaves into any port or plage within the, jurisdiction of 
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the United States from and after the first day of Janua^- 
ry, in the year of Lord one thousand eight hundred and 
eight, and to repeal certain parts of the same," or of any 
other act or acts prohibiting the traffick in slaves, to be 
proceeded against according to law. And the proceeds 
of all ships and vessels, their tackle, apparel, and fur- 
niture, and the goods and effects on board of them which 
shall be so seized, prosecuted, and condemned, shali 
be divided equally between the United States and the 
officers, and men who shall seize, take, or bring the 
game into port for condemnation, whether such seizure 
be made by ^n armed vessel of the United States or 
yevenue cutter thereof. And the same shall be distribu- 
ted in like manner as is provided by law for the distri- 
bution of prizes taken from an enemy. Provided, That 
the officers and men to be entitled to one half of the 
proceeds aforesaid shall safe keep every negro, mulatto, 
or person of colour, found on board any ship or vessei 
so seized, taken, or brought into port for condemnation, 
and shall deliver every such negro, mulatto, or person 
of colour, to the marshal of the district in which they are 
brought, if into a port of the United States, or, if else- 
where, to such person or persons as shall be lawfully 
appointed by the President of the United ^ States in the 
manner hereinafter directed, transmitting to the Presi- 
dent of the United States, as soon as may be after such 
delivery, a descriptive list of such negroes, mulattoes, or 
persons of colour, that he may give directions for the 
disposal of them. And provided further, That the com- 
manders of such commissioned vessels do cause to be 
apprehended and taken into custody, every person found 
On board of such vessei so seized and taken, being of the 
officers or crew thereof, and him or them convey, as 
soon as conveniently may be^ to the civil authority of 
the United States, to be proceeded against in due course 
of law in some of the districts thereof. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the President 
of the United States be, and he is hereby authorized to 
make such regulations and arrangements as he may deem 
expedient for the safekeeping, support, and removal be* 
yond the limits of the United States, of all such negroes, 
Hiiuiattoesj or persons of colour, as may be so delivered 



45 



and brought within their jurisdiction ; and to appoint a 
proper person or persons, residing upon the coast of Af- 
rica, as agent or agents for receiving the negroes, mulat- 
toes, or persons of colour deUvered from on board vessels 
seized in the prosecution of the slave trade by comman» 
ders of the United States' armed vessels. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted^ That a bounty of 
twenty-five dollars be paid to the officers and crews of 
the commissioned vessels of the United States, or reve- 
nue cutters, for each and every negro, mulatto, or person 
of colour, who shall have been as herein before provided, 
delivered to the marshal or agent duly appointed to re- 
ceive them. And the Secretary of the Treasury is hereby 
authorized and required to pay, or cause to be paid, to 
such officers and crews or their agent, the aforesaid 
bounty, for each person delivered as aforesaid. 

Sec. 4. A7id be it further enacted, That when any 
citizen or other person shall lodge information with the 
attorney for the district of any state or territory^, as the 
case may be, that any negro, mulatto, or person of co- 
lour, has been imported therein, contrary to the provi- . 
sions of the acts in such case made and provided, it shall 
be the duty of the said attorney forthwith to commence 
a prosecution by information, and process shall issue 
against the person charged with holding such negro, ne- 
groes, mulatto, mulattoes, person or persons of colour, 
so alleged to be imported contrary to the provisions of 
the acts aforesaid. And if, upon the return of the pro- 
cess executed, it shall be ascertained, by the verdict of 
a jury, that such negro, negroes, mulatto, mulattoes, per- 
son or persons of colour, have been brought in contrary 
to the true intent and meaning of the acts in such cases 
made and provided, then the court shall direct the mar- 
shal of the said district to take the said negroes and mu- 
lattoes or persons of colour into his custody for safekeep- ' 
ing, subject to the orders of the President of the United 
States ; and the inforn^er or informers who shall have 
lodged the information, shall be entitled to receive, over 
and above the portion of the penalties accruing to him 
or t^cm by the provisions of the acts in such case n.-idc 
and provided, a boimty of fifty dollars for each and every 
negro, mulatto, or person of colour, who shall : ave been 
dchvered into the custoily of the marshal ; and the St'cre- 
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Cary of the Treasury is hereby authorized and require^ 
to pay, or cause to be paid, the aforesaid bounty, upon 
the certificate of the clerk of the court for the district 
where the prosecution may have been had, with the seal 
of office thereto annexed, stating the number of negroes^ 
mulattoes, or persons of colour so delivered. 

Sec. 5. And he it further enacted^ That it shall be a duty 
4>f the commander of any armed vessel of the United 
States, whenever he shall make any capture under the 
provisions of this act, to bring the vessel and her cargo 
for adjudication into some of the ports of the state or 
territory to which such vessel so captured shall belong, 
if he can ascertain the same, if not, then to be sent intp 
any convenient port of the United States. 

Sec. 6. And be it further enacted, That all such acts 
or parts of acts as may be repugnant to the provisicni* of 
this act, shall be and the same are hereby repealed. 

Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That a sum not 
exceeding one hundred thousand dollars be, and the 
same is hereby appropriated, to carry this law into ef-^ 



5iessage to the Senate and House of Representatives of tlie Unite(i 

States. 

Some doubt being entertained respe.cting the true in* 
tent and meaning of the act of the last session, entitled 
"An act in addition to the acts prohibiting the slave 
trade," as to the duties of the agents, to be appointed 
on the coast of Africa, I think it proper to state the in- 
terpretation which has been given of the act, and the 
measures adopted to carry it into effect, that Congress 
may, should it be deemed adviseable, amend the same, 
before further proceeding is had under it. 

The obligation to instruct the commanders of all our 
armed vessels to seize and bring into port ail ships or 
vessels o the United States, wheresoever found, having 
on board any negro, mulatto, or person of colour, in vio* 
ktioji of formey acts for the suppression of the §lavc trade, 
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^eing imperative, was executed without delay. No 
zures have yet been made, but, as they were contempla- 
ted by the law, and might be presumed, it seemed proper 
to make 'the necessary regulations applicable to such 
seizures for carrying the several provisions of the act 
into effect. 

It is enjoined on the executive to cause all negroes,, 
mulattoes, or persons of colour, who may be taken undei' 
the act, to be removed to Africa. It is the obvious im- 
port of the law, that none of the persons thus taken should 
i-emain within the United States ; and no place other 
thaa the coast of Africa being designated, their removal, 
or delivery, whether carried from the United States or 
landed immediately from the vessels in which they were 
taken, was supposed to be confined to that coast. No 
settlement or station being specified, the whole coast was 
thought to be left open for the selection of a proper place, 
at which the persons, thus taken, should be delivered. 
The executive is authorized to appoint one or more 
agents, residing there, to receive such persons ; and one 
hundred thousand dollars are appropriated for the general 
purposes of the law. 

On due consideration of the several sections of the act, 
and ofitshumanepolicy, it was supposed to be the inten- 
tion of Congress, that all the persons above described, 
who might be taken under it, and landed in Africa, should 
be aided in their return to their former homes, or in their 
establishment at, or near, the place where landed. Some 
shelter or food would be necessarv for them there, as 
soon as landed, let their subsequent disposition be what it 
might. Should they be landed without such provision 
having been previously made, t%y might perish. It was 
supposed, by the authority given to the executive, to ap- 
point agents residing on that coast, that they should pro» 
vide such shelter and food, and perform the other benefi- 
cent and charitable offices contemplated by th« act. The 
coast of Africa having been little explored, and no per- 
sons residing there, who possessed the requisite qualilica-. 
tions to entitle them to the trust, being known to the 
executive, to none such could it be committed. It was 
believed that citizens only, w^ho would go hence, well 
instructed in the views of their government, and zealous 
to give them effect, would fee eompetent to these, duties. 
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and that it was not the intention of the law to preclude 
tiieir appointment. It was obvious that the longer these 
persons should be detained in the United States in the 
hands of tlie marshals, the greater would be the expense^ 
and that for the same term would the main purpose of the 
law be suspended. It seemed, therefore, to be incum- 
bent on me to make the necessary arrangements for car^ 
rjing this act into eiFect in Africa, in time to meet the 
delivery of any persons who might be taken by the public 
vessels, and landed there under it. 

On this view of the policy and sanctions of the law, it 
has been decided, to send a public ship to the coast of 
Africa, with two such agents, who will take with them 
tools, and other implements, necessary for the purposes 
above mentioned. To each of these agents a small salary 
has been allowed — fifteen hundred dollars to the principal, 
and twelve hundred to the other. All our public agents 
on the coast of Africa receive salaries for their services, 
and it was understood that none of our citizens, possessing 
the necessary qualifications, would accept these trusts, 
by which they would be confined to parts the least fre- 
quented and civilized, w ithout a reasonable conpensation. 
Such allowance, therefore, seemed to be indispensable to- 
the execution of the act. It is intended, also, to subject 
a portion of the sum appropriated, to the order of the 
principal agent, for the special objects above stated, 
amounting, in the whole, including the salaries of the 
agents for one year, to rather less than one third of the 
appropriation. Special instructions will be given to 
these agents, defining, in precise terms, their duties, in 
regard to the persons thus delivered to them ; the dis- 
bursement of the monej^by the principal agent ; and his 
accountability for the saftie. They will also have power 
to select the most suitable place, on the coast of Africa, 
at which all persons who may be taken under this act 
shall be ^^livered to them, with an express injunction 
to exercise no power founded on the principle of coloni- 
zation, or other power than that of performing the bene- 
volent offices above recited, by the permission and sanc- 
tion of the existing government under which they may 
establish themselves. Orders will be given to the com- 
mander of the public ship in which they will sail, to 
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einiise along the coast, to give the more complete effect 
to the prmcipal object of the act. 

JAMES MONROB, 

Washington^ December 17th, 1819. 



(D.) 

Navy Department^ 

January 6 th, 1820* 

Sir — In obedience to a resolution of the House ot 
Representatives of the 31st December last, requiring 
the Secretary of the Navy to furnish copies -of such 
communications as he may have received since 1818, 
and such information as he may possess in relation to 
the introduction of slaves into the United States, with a 
statement of the measures adopted to prevent the same ; 
I have the honour to transmit sundry extracts of letters, 
numbered 1 to 4, inclusively, comprising all the infor- 
mation communicated to this department since 1816, in 
relation to the introduction of slaves into the United 
States. 

I have the honour to refer the House of Representa- 
tives to my report of the 9th of January, 1819, on this 
subject; and I transmit, herewith, paper marked A, 
which contains that part of the instructions from this 
Department to the commanding naval officers in rela- 
tion to slave vessels. 

The pubhc vessels now cruising, have not yet re* 
ported their operations, nor is it known that any seizures . 
have been made by them. 

I have the honour to be, with the highest respect^ 
Sir, your most obdient servant, 

SMITH THOMPSON. 

^he Honorable the Speaker, 

Of the Kouso of Representatives. 

7 



No. K 

Extracrof^ a letter iVoirs Captain Charles Morris to'tlie Secretary of the 
Navy, dated U. S. Frigate Congress, off the Balize, 10th June, 
1817. 

" Most of the goods carried to Galveston, are intro- 
duced into the United States ; the more bulky and least 
valuable, regularly through the custom house ; the more 
valuable, and the slaves, are smuggled in through the 
numerous inlets to the westward, where the people arc 
but too much disposed to render them every possible as- 
sistance. Several hundred slaves arc now at Galves- 
ton, and persons have gone from New-Orleans to pur- 
chase them. Every exertion will be made to inierccpt 
. them, but 1 have little hopes of success." 



No. 2. 

Extract of a letter from Lieutenant Commandant John Porter, to the 
Secretary of the Navy, dated U. S. Brig Boxer, off the Balize June 
28th, 1317. 

" I shall leave this on Monday to cruise off the Sa- 
bine River ; it is reported that attempts will be made to 
smuggle slaves into Louisiana, from Galveston, and the 
natural presumption is, that they will attempt the Sa- 
bine or the Atchafalya rivers ; the depth of the water 
oft' those rivers is very inaccurately represented on the 
charts, and it will not be in my power to approach near- 
er the shore than within ten miles of the Sabine, and 
not nearer than thirty off the Atchafalya. Whatever 
can be done to prevent their being brought clandestine- 
ly into the country, will have to be performed by the 
boats, which, sir, shall be actively employed the momr'ni 
we arrive on the ground." 



No. 



jBxtractj,f a Iciter from Captain John D. Henley to the Secretary of 
2^h, me'. ^' "^"'"^^'^ -'^""^^J" 



" 1 yesterday detained the Enj^lish brig Neptune of 
London, for a violation of the slave act : by her papers 
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it appears that she cleared from Jamaica for this port, 
with a small quantity of rum, and eight convict slaves, 
sentenced to transportation for various* oifenccs. It is 
evident thnt their object was to smuggle them into the 
State of Georgia, thus making a Botany Bay of the 
United States. I shaii send her to Savannah for trial." 



No. 4. 

jBxtract of a letter from Captain John D. Henley, to the Secretary at^ 
the Navy, dated U. S. Ship Jolin AdaviiB, Cumberland Sound MarcU 
27th, 18.8. 

" It would he gratifying to me to know how far ih% 
commissions granted by Aury or McGregor, to vessels 
evidently commanded and manned by the citizens of 
the United States, are to be respected. I have not the 
smallest doubt, from the situation those pirates have fix- 
ed upon for their rendezvous, that the goods found in 
their prizes will be disposed of principally in the Uni- 
ted States, and that the part wh"ch may consist of slaves 
will be smuggled into Georgia, as many of the inhabi- 
tants are too much inclined to afford every facility to 
this species of illicit trade." 



A. 

Kxtvact from the instructions of the Navy Department to the Com-* 
manders of all United States ytissels cruising in the Atlantic Ocean, 
Gulf of Mexico, cZc. 

" You have also enclosed such parts of several acts of 
Congress, prohibiting the importation of slaves into 
any ports or places within the jurisdiction of the United 
States, as are necessary to point out to you your duty 
and authority under these laws 5 and it is expected and 
required of you by the President, that a strict and vigi- 
lant attention be paid to tiic direction therein contained 
that, if possible, this inhuman and disgraceful tralhck 
may be suppressed. 

" By the act of the 20th of April, 1818, you will per- 
ceive, that it is made unlawful to import or bring in any 
manner whatsoever, into the United Slates or Territo- 
ries thereof, from any foreign kingdom, place or con]!! !'}', 
any negro, mulatto, or person of colour, with inient 10 
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%old, sell, or dispose of such person as a slave, or to be. 
held to service. 

By this act it is also made unlawful, for any citizen of 
tlie United States, or other person, to build, equip, load, 
fit, or otherwise prepare, any ship or vessel, in any port 
or place within the jurisdiction of the United States, or 
to cause any such ship or vessel to sail from any port or 
place whatsoever, within the jurisdiction of the United 
States, for the purpose of procuring, and transporting 
any such slaves to a ly port or place whatever. And 
any ship or vessel employed in such importation of slaves, 
or so built, fitted oat, or prepared, is liable to be seized 
and forfeited. And by the act of the 3d of March, 1819, 
the President is authorized to employ any of the armed 
vessels of the United States, to cruise in such places as 
he may think proper, where he may judge attempts may 
be made to carry on the slave trade by citizens, or resi- 
dents of the United States, in contravention of the acts 
of Congress prohibiting the same ; and to instruct such 
armed vessels to seize, take, and bring into any port of 
the United States, to be proceeded against according to 
law, all ships or vessels of the United States, whereso- 
ever found, which may have taken on boa: i, or which 
may be intended for the purpose of taking on board, or of 
transporting, or may have transported, any negro, mulatto, 
or person of colour, in violation of any of the provisions 
of the act of the 20th April, 1818, above referred to, or 
in violation of any other act or acts prohibiting the traffick 
in slaves. 

" You will perceive from the generality of the provi- 
gions in these laws, you are authorized to take and bring 
hi all ships or vessels of the United States, which may 
have been in any manner employed, or intended to be 
employed, in the slave trade •, or any other vessel oirend* 
ing against the provisions of any of the laws you have en* 
CiOsecl. You will, particularly, notice the two provisos 
to the first section of the act of 1819 r the first of which, 
directs in what mauiier you are to keep arid dispose of 
ihe slaves which may be found on board of any ship or 
vessel seized by you. If brought within the United 
^^tatcs, tiiey are to be delivered to the marshal of the 
district where brought in, and transmit the evidence of 
•*uch deiivery to this departnaeutc U^oji the capture!^ 
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therefore, of any vessel having slaves on board, you wiU 
immediately proceed to the Island of Sherbro, on the 
coast of Africa, and deliver such slaves to the agent ap- 
pointed by the President to receive them pursuant to 
the provisions of the act, or to any other agent so ap» 
pointed, at any other place on the coast of Africa, The 
second proviso relates to the disposition of the officers 
and crews of such vessels so captured by you. Great 
vigilance will be expected from you, in the safekeeping 
of all such officers and crews, until thev shall be handed 
over to the civil authority to be proceeded against ac- 
cording to law. 

" P. S. No provision having as yet been made for the 
receptioii of slaves upon the coast of Africa, you will for 
the present, and until ordered otherwise, consider the 
foregoing orders relative to the disposition of such slaves 
as yo'i may capture, so far modified, that you will dehver 
them ou Smith's Island, at the mouth of the Chesapeake 
Bay, to such agent as may be appointed by the President 
to receive them there." 



Extract of a letter from the Secretary of the Treasury to th^ Secreta- 
ries of "W ar and of the Navy, July 16th, 1819. 

The disposition which has been manifested by the ves- 
sels of Spain engaged in the African slave trade, to intro- 
duce, illicitly, into that section* of the Union, the per- 
sons who, in the prosecution of their traffick, have 
been subjected to their control, seems to require the 
presence of a force sufficient to enforce the due execution 
of the laws against the introduction of slaves into the 
United States. 

To guard against the unlawful introduction of slaves, 
and to repress any attempt that may be made by the 
foreign belligerant force, collected in that neighbourhood, 
to excite domestic insurrection among the blacks, it ap« 
pears to me to be absolutely necessary that a land and 
naval force be stationed at St. Mary's. 

As the portion of East Florida immediately bordering 
m the United States, is but sparely, if at all, inhabited, 



Southern part of Georgia. 
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the entrance of vessels into the river St. Marv's, freidited 
with slaves, can have no other object that the violation 
of our laws by, covertly, introducing a population which 
is prohibited. 



Hatract of a letter from the Deputy Collector of Nova Iberia, to the 
Secretary of the Treasury, dated July 9th, 1818. 

By Mr. Dick's advice, last summer, I got out state 
warrants, and had negroes seized to the number of eigh- 
teen, which were a part of those stolen out of the custody 
of the coroner, and the balance condemned by the dis- 
trict judge of the state ; and the informers received their 
part of the nett proceeds from the state treasury. Five 
negroes, that were seized about the same time, were 
tried at Opelousas, in May last, by the same judge : he 
decided that some Spaniards (that were supposed to have 
set up a sham claim, stating that the negroes had been 
stolen from them on the high seas) should have the ne- 
groes, and that the persons that seized them should pay 
one half the costs, and the state of Louisiana the other. 
This decision had such an effect as to render it ahnost 
impossible for me to obtain any assistance in that part of 
the country. 



Oollector's Office, District ofBrunswickj Georgia. 

Port of Darien, July 5th, IBIB. 

SIR — On the 1 4th March, I did myself the honour to ad- 
dress you on the subject of slaves illicitly introduced into 
the United States. Not being favoured with a reply, it 
may be proper for me to state, that, a demand being 
subsequently m.ade, by the executive of this stale, for ail 
such Africans in my possession, in compliance therewith 
I delivered over to his agent ninety-one negroes. 

I have the honour tu be, (fcc. 

(Signed) I W, I. M4NT0SH, ' 

Collector, 

TliC Hon* William H. Crawford, 

Secretary of the Treasury, 
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Exti asiof a letter from the Collector of New-Orleans, to the Secretary 
of the Treasury, dated April 17th, 1818. 

No efforts of the officers of the customs alone, can he 
effectual in preventing the introduction of Africans from 
the westward ; to put a stop to that traffick a naval force 
suitable to those waters, is indispensable, and vessels cap- 
tured with slaves ought not to be brought to this port, 
but sent to some other in the United States, for adjudi- 
cation. Enclosed you will also find an act passed by the 
legislature of this slate, respecting slaves imported in vio- 
lation of the laws of Congress, of the 2d March, 1807. 
The object and policy of this law requires no comment from 
mc. Vast numbers of slaves will be introduced to an 
alarming extent, unless prompt and effectual measures 
are adopted by the general government. 

The master of an American schooner from Havana 
reports, that he was offered a full freight of Africans 
this river, which he refused. 



Collector's Office, District of Brunswick, 6eorda. 

Port of Darien, March 14, 1818, 

gjR.^ — 1 had the honour to address you per last mail, 
and to enclose you papers respecting forty-seven African 
negroes, taken by the surveyor of Darien, from one Jared 
E. Groce, on their way to the Alabama territory, through 
the Indian nation, and forty-one others at the Creek 
agency, from the negro houses of the agent for hidian 
afiairs. It is a painful duty, sir, to express to you that 
1 am in possession of undoubted information, that Afri- 
can and West India negroes are almost daily illicitly in- 
troduced into Georgia, for sale or settlement, or passing 
through it to the territories of the United States for 
similar purposes ; these facts are notorious ; and it is 
not unusual to see such negroes in the streets of St. Ma- 
ry's, and such too, recently captured by our vessels of 
w^ar, and ordered to Savannah, were illegally bartered by 
hundreds in that city, for this bartering or bonding (as it 
is called, but in reality sf //me;-,) actually took place before 
any decision had passed by the court respecting them, f 
€annotbut again express to you. sir, that these irregular?- 
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tics and mocking of the laws, by men who understand 
them, and who, it is presumed, would have respected 
them, are such, that it requires the immediate interposi- 
tion of Congress to effect as uppression of this trafiick ; 
for, as things are, should a faithful officer of government 
apprehend such negroes, to avoid the penalties imposed 
bv the laws, the proprietors disclaim them, and some agent 
of the executive demands a dehvery of the same to him, 
who may employ them as he pleases, or effect a sale by 
way of a bond, for the restoration of the negroes when 
legally called on so to do ; which bond, it is understood^ 
is to be forfeited^ as the amount of the bond is so much 
less than the value of the property. And again, sir, an 
officer disposed to perform his trust with fidelity, is placed 
at the mercy of the state ; for, to carry the intention of 
the federal laws into execution, great expenses may be 
incurred, and for which, the state seems not to have made 
any provision ; but has, by its own law of the last session 
of the legislature, invested the executive with the power 
of becoming a speculator on the exertions and integrity of 
such federal officers as' feel the weight of their responsibi- 
lity, and who are willing perform their duty. For instance, 
sir, after much fatigue, peril, and e:;:pense, eighty-eight 
Africans were seized and brought by the surveyor to 
Darien ; they were demanded immediately by the go- 
vernor's agents, notwithstanding the knowledge which his 
excellently had, that these very Africans were for some 
weeks within sixty miles of his excellency's residence 
{the seat of government^) there was no effort, no stir made 
by him, his agents, or subordinate state officers, to carry 
the laws into execution ; but no sooner than it was un- 
derstood that a seizure had been effected by an ofhcer of 
the United States, a demand is made for them and it is 
not difficult to perceive, by a compliance, that the very 
aggressors may^ by a forfeiture of the mock bond, be again 
placed in possession of the smuggled property, at but 
little additional expense to him, but at the entire ruin of 
the officers who had executed, with fidelity, the laws 
they felt bound to observe. There are many negroes, 
(independent of those mentioned, as having been bar- 
tered in Savannah, &c. before any decision had passed 
respecting them,) recently iiitroduced into this state and 
the Alabama territory, and which can be apprehended* 



he undertaking would be great ; but to be sensible that 
we shall possess your approbation, and that we are car- 
rying the views and wishes of the government into exe- 
cution, is all we wish, and it shall be done independent 
of every personal consideration, 

I have, &;c, 

WM. I M^NTOSH, Collectoiv 

'Xiie Hon. Wm. H. Crawford, 

JSecretary of the Treasury, 



Collector's Office, Savannah, 2Jth November, 18 It 

Sir — I have the honour of informing you, that tha 
schooner Tentativa, reported to be undci Spanish co* 
lours, with one hundred and twenty-eigl. t slaves on 
board, was brought into this port on the li^th inst. by 
a part of the crew of the United States' vessel, the Sa- 
ranac, John H. Ehon, commander, having been captur- 
ed by said vessel at the time abandoned by her crew : 
the Tentativa has been libelled by the proctor for the 
raptors ; and the slaves, by order of the court, deliver- 
ed over to the proctor for the captors and the collector 
of this port, to be taken care of by them until demaiKl- 
cd by the competent authority : this order was procured 
by the proctor for the captors, with a view of preserving 
the lives of the slaves, they being destitute of provi- 
sions and clothing, and must have perished had they 
been longer at sea. Four of them have already diedj 
but the remaining part of them have been so disposed 
of, as to insure comfort to them for the present. Un- 
der the order of court, and the influence of humanity, 
it appears to be my duty to interest myself for the suf- 
ferers, and having an estate near the city, I inquired of 
my agent, how many of these people he could accommo- 
date with house-room, and upon his statement 1 have 
taken possession of forty in number, all of whom 1 have 
clothed and shall continue otherwise to succor, until de.- 
manded by the competen authority, 

I have, 

[Signed] A. S. BULLOCK, Ccoiloirtar, 

:pc Honorable VtHlliam H. Crawford, 
Hrfi'fta.yy of t^^f" TrrJii^urv, 

o 



L'xtract of a IcttCi iVoni the Deputy Collector ci' Nuvu ro-jiiu, to the 
Secvetary of the Treasury, dated September 27th, 1818. 

Oil the ulh day of July last, captain AnteliiDg, \yith 
ey^hieen of his coiYipaiiy, a<i;}-ccd to go with me to tlic 
Fayoii Ncmcntou, to supijrc^s s -iug^ling. Oil tiie 
>:l;;y aiiil succecditiji; night after our arrival thcu-e, v,e 
took ibirteeu pn^^onc?s that caine ani^.ed to support 
smugglers, k.c» Tlic ucxt day wc took one of th.eir ves- 

; sot some haii(is to work in repairing liCc, and cap- 
tain Amc'ung returned to fsOMi l))eria lor lluj bahiiicc 
of li'is cornpaiiy ; returned "wiih them, ami we proceed- 
ed on with twenty-five men to the Bayou (.'ureuseau. 
On our arrival there we made uiore i>ri-ORcrs ; seized 
three Afi-ican negroes, two vessels, and part of their 
cargoes. Rumu^rs had been sent ahead of us, and five 
or six vessels run out of the Bavou a few days prior to 
our arrival there. A lar^c nund3er of African i^cfa'oes 
had been on that Ba}ou, eighty of which left thcj-e a 
sliort time before our arrival, and about twenty passed 
u- the night before wc arrived, if there w^as one small 
<^ utter on this coast she w^oubl be of great service.*' 



Collector's Office, Savannah, 22d May, l8lr. 

Sir — 1 liavc just received infornmtioii from a source 
on which I can im]=licitlv velv, that it has already be- 
come the practice to introduce into the state of Geor- 
gia, across the St. Mary's River, from Amelia Island, 
Kast Florida, Africans, who have been carried into the 
port of Fernandina, subsecpicnt to the capture of it by 
the patriot army now in possession of it. 

As this species of trafiick may be carried on for an in- 
delinile period of time, without the interposition of 
go\ornr?ient, 1 have deemed it my duty to give you the 
carhcst advice of it, 

lin?Y>ediatcly after the receipt of your letter of the 
UHhMarch hist. 1 instructed captain SmJth to cruise 
wiih tliv' cutier to the southward as far as St. Mary's 
bar, vvitls a vicw^ of preventi.'ig (he landing of such peo- 
pir- on (lie sea board ; but it is not in his power tf» 
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guard the St. Mary's, which is the route for the intro 
Jnctio'i of them. it becoincs more necessary for a 
guard to he organized by government, as this state has 
nevx*r le^isiated on the subject of the importation of 
slaves ; were the legislature to pass an act giving com- 
peusatioii in some manner to informers, it would have a 
tendenc}^, in a great degree, to prevent the practice ; as 
the thing now is, no citizen will take the trouble of 
searching for and detecting the slaves. I further under- 
stand, that the evil will not be conlined altot-'t* rhcr to 
Africans, but will be extended to the worst class of West 
India slaves. 

I am, Ssc, 

[Signed] A, S. BULLOCK, Collector. 

The Hon. Wm. II. Crawford, 

Sf.'c\etavy of the Treusiuy. 



Collector's Oflice, Port of Mobile, October Tth, 1810. 

Sir — It is understood that judge Webb, one of judges 
of tins territory, iias resigned. Permit me, bir, to sug- 
gest the importance of an early appoH;tmeiit to the 
vacancy, in order tliat the person appoiiited might i>e 
present at the next session of the General Court, on the 
iirst Monday of January next. There are now pui(d- 
ing before that court a number of cases of very great 
importance to tiie public interest, particularly those of 
the three vessels, their cargoes, and upv;ards of one hun- 
dred slaves. 

1 hope the attorney of the United States has inform- 
ed the Treasury Department of tiie proceedings of the 
court in these cases ; not having seen him since, i ha .e 
not attempted a statemerit of procce(hngs, to me, so 
very strange. This however appears certain, that the 
\essels and cargoes and liie slaves liave been deiivered 
on bonds, the Ibriner to the ov/iiers, and the slaves to 
Ihreo- ether persons. The grand jury found true bi la 
iigainst tlie owners of tiie vessels, niast<nv., aiul a super- 
cargo — alt of Ti'liom art discharged ; luhu ar n^iiarcfon! I 
canniji r>(Vj^ cxccjjt thai if cmdd not bc jvr -iOinit of pro rf 
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It is eertainly a matter of great impertance that these 
leases be stamped with the full force of the law, to pre- 
'^ent future importations. Two of the vessels were 
cleared at Havanna, for New-Orleans, and one for this 
port ; and all American registered vessels, the former at 
Kew-Orleans, the latter at this port. 

Perhaps the magnitude and importance of these cases 
would render it expedient to employ additional coun- 
sel, in aid of the United States' attorn ev, as he will be 
opposed by able lawyers from New-Orleans. Should 
you deem this proper, be pleased. Sir, to direct the sum. 
■which may be allowed. I have, &;c. 

[Signed] ADDEN LEWIS, Collector^. 

-'She Hon. Wm. H. Crawford, 

Secretary of the Treasury. 



Jktract of a letter, from a gentleman in Alabama, to the agent of the- 

Colonization Society ^ 

During the occupancy of Pensacola, by a part of the 
iroops under general Jackson's command, and while the 
laws of the United States were in partial operation, and 
administered there by officers appointed by the general, 
a vessel arrived there from the coast of Africa, with 
^. considerable number of slaves on board, upwards of 
one hundred and thirty, as I have been informed. — 
These were seized by general Jackson's officers, and 
sent up to St. Stephens, on Tombigby for adjucation ; 
but the court presiding there for this purpose did not 
decide upon the case. The unfortunate Africans were 
then placed by the court in the hands of two or three 
different persons 5 and twenty-eight of them I am told 
mve already dead. The writer adds that there ap- 
pears to be no immediate prospect of any decision tafC'^ 
fng place. 



(E.) 

Lonfion, June 21, 1819-«^1 Bakejp-Styeeli 

Sir — The American Society established at Washing- 
'fon, for coioiuzing the free people of colour .of 



VnitQd States, knowing the humane and lively interesj 
wiiich yoar royal highness takes in every tiling that 
^ii:as at meliorating the condition of the African race, 
arid feeling sensibly the kind sentiments which your 
royal highness was pleased on a late occasion, to ex* 
press of the objects of their institution, beg leave to 
re quest that you will do them the honour to accept a 
copy of their Second Annual Report. 

It is with the greatest pleasure that I become the nEie- 
dium of executing the wishes of the Society by trans- 
mitting herewith a small volume containing the Report 
in question. 

I have the honour to be, with the most distinguished 
"Oonsideration, your royal highness' obedient servant. 

RICHARD RUSH. 

|2is royal highness, the duke of Gloucester, 

Patron and Pregident of the African Institution, LondoQ:., 



London, June 23d, 

Dear Sir— Your favour of the 23d of April, by Mr* 
Bagot reached me a fortnight ago, accompanied by the 
copies of the Second Annual Report of the Colonization 
Society, which he was also so good us to bring. There 
were eleven bound, and four in the pamphlet form. 

Five of the former, I have distributed as they were 
addressed ; viz. one to his royal highness the duke of 
Gloucester, one to lord Gambier, one to Mr. Wilber- 
force, one to Mr. Clarkson, and one to Miss Hannah 
More. Four more, using the discretion which the 
Society was pleased to give me, I have disposed of 
as follows, viz. one to lord Castlereagh, one to lord 
Bathurst, one to Mr. Canning, and one to lord Lans- 
downe ; the three former being of the cabinet, and 
the latter known as a distinguished member of the 
house of peers, zealous in the cause of Africa. To the 
emperor of R.ussia, pursuing an inthnation from the 
Society, I have also transmitted a copy through the me- 
<lium of count Lieven, the Russian ambassador at this 
Gourt. I had spoken beforehand to the count, who IcR 
me no reason to doubt, that such a mark of attention 
from the Society would be acceptable to the emperor. 
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The remaining copies, (reserving one to be sent by the 
lirst private hand to Paris for Mr. Galiatin, aiid one 
other for myseh" which the Society has been so kind as 
to intend for ine,) I have taken the hberty to give away 
to eminent individuals of our own countrv now here, 
by whom the objects of the Society are justly estimated, 
and in whose possession they may prove useful. 

It has afforded me particular pleasure to have been, 
upon this occasion, the instrument of fuHiiling the wishes 
of the Society, and 1 learn, with a solid gratificalion, 
through your letter, and through the interesting Report, 
of the increasing success of the great plan of Coloniza- 
tion. Whenever it may occur to the Society that I can 
be at all useful towards any of its views while I continue 
to reside at this court, I hope that my services will be 
freely, and in all things, commanded. I am happy to 
subjoin, that, as far as tbc opportunities of my official 
and personal intercourse can warrant the opinion, its 
enlarged and benevolent pJan^ are, I think, becoming 
more and more attended to throughout this country, and, 
in the same proportion, approved. 

With sincere wishes for their full accomplishment, I 
beg you to believe me, dear Sir, with the most respect- 
ful consideration and esteem, your faithful and obedi- 
ent servant. 

RICHARD RUSH. 

Francis S. Key, one of the Managers of the American Society 

tJbr colouizing the free people of colour of the United States. 



Note from Mrs. More, to Mr. Rush, dated Barley Wood, August 10th, 

1819. 

" It is no small gratification to me to receive the 
truly interesting Report of the Society for colonizing 
the free people of colour. The object itself is most 
important and dear to the best feelings of human nature ; 
and I am not a little grateful that the Society should 
think me not unworthy to receive it from thensselves 
Have the goodness to return my most respectful thanks 
for this obiidn<i mark of their attention." 
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Gloucester House, June 25th, 1819. 

Sir — [ have many thar^ks to return to you, for tho 
letter [ have had the pleasure of receiving from yon, 
and I have to request of you to be so good as to con- 
vey to the gentlemen of the American Society,, esta- 
blished at Washington, for colonizing the free people of 
colour of the United States, my best ackjiowledgements 
for the copy of their Second Aimual Report that they 
Iravc had the goodness to send me, with an as^^urance of 
my perfect sense of their attention, it is, I trust, un- 
necessary for me to express the satisfaclioa I shall feel 
in perusing an accou it of the proceedings of an insti- 
tution founded for such a fx^nevolent object, and which 
is likely to be attended witli such useful consequences ; 
[ind i hope I may be allowed to add my anxious wish 
that the meritorious exertions of the g<'iitiemau of this 
excellent Society may be crowned with success. 

It is very gatifying to me to have this opportunity of 
expressing to you tlie great persoiial respect and high 
esteem with which I must desire vou to believe me Sir, 
vers' sincerclv yours. 

WII JJAM FREDERICK. 

Kifhavd Rush, esq. Szc. kc. Szc- 



Note from lord Carrjbie . 

Lord Gambier presents his compliments to the 
Committee of the American Society for colonizing the 
free people of colour, of the United States, and returns 
them his best thanks for the lionour they have conferred 
upon him, in presenting him with their Second Annual 
Report to the Society, through the fovour of Mr. Rush. 
The Society has lord Gambier's cordial v/ishcs for its 
success, and the advancement of the benevolent cause 
in which it is engaged ; he will be happj' to avail him- 
self of any occasion that may offer to promote the great 
o])jects of the institution. 

Iver Grov;-, 5th July, IC'IO. 



climate of Africa — Extracts from varioug authors^ 
Meredith on the Gold Coast, p, 2. 

" It will be found that on the equator, and about 
'five or six degrees, on either side of it, are the most tem^ 
perate parts of tropical Africa. The sun has less power 
here, than in more northernly, or southerly situatior s, be*- 
cause he is obscured throughout the year. In the month 
of December, when the sun is at his greatest distance 
from the tropic of cancer, the heat, at Senegal, v/as 
found to be 93 deg. and at Sierra Leone, 98 deg. in the 
shade, measured by Fahrenheit's thermometer ; and 
Senegal is laid down in about 16 deg, and Sierra Leop.e 
in about 8 deg. of north latitude. At Cape Coast Castle, 
which is situated in about 5 deg. of north latitude, the 
thermometer has been known, at one period, as high as 
93 deg.; but the usual degree of heat observed in the hottest 
months, were from 85 to 90 deg. and Cape Coast Castle 
is considered the hottest situation on the Gold Coasts 
At Tantumquarry, Winnebah, and Accra, countries situ- 
ated eastward of Cape Coast, the heat has been very 
seldom known to exceed 87 deg.; and the quicksilver, in 
Fahrenheit's thermometer, has been observed as low as 
74 deg. at Winnebah, in June, July, August, and the 
greater part of September ; and not higher than 78 deg. 
Hence the latitude of a place is by no means a true cri- 
terion to go by, as to the heat of its climate." Sherbro 
is in latitude between six and seven degrees north. 

Page 4. " The climate of the Gold Coast will be found 
as temperate and salubrious as the West Indies; and if it 
were cultivated, it would probably surpass the West In- 
dies in point of salubrity. 

" The seasons here are as regular and as congenial to 
cultivation as they are in the West Indies ; there is as 
much moisture throughout the year; the sea and land 
breezes are as reg\ilar ; and it can boast of one most de- 
cided advantage ; it is not visited with those tremendous 
storms called hurricanes, which sometimes destroy the 
prosperity and check the industry of the planter; it is true 
we have tornadoes, but they are mild breezes compared 
to a West India hurricane* 



WaAstrom on Colonization^ part ^J, page 1 32. — Th^. 
yesuii; of iieut. Beaver's daily observations, at noojij 
between the 20th of July, 1792, aad the 20th of April, 
1 793, was that the medium temperature of Bulama, waa 
85 deg. of Faiirenheit, and the raage of the mercury from 
74 to 96 deg, except that it once rose to 100 deg. 
in a cahn, which intervened on the 1 9th of February, 
1 793, between the decline of the morning and the rise 
©f the evening breeze. 

The rains set in about the end of May, or the begin- 
aing of June, and continue till October, or ISovember* 
They do not fail every day, tor there are intervals of 
clear weather« In the hrst and last months, the showers 
are neither veiy frequent, nor very violent ; but some- 
times, on the other hand, they resemble torrents, espe«^ 
€ially, about the middle of the season. In the beginning 
and close after the rainy season, the air is frequently 
purified by strong gales, called tornadoes, which seldom 
last above an hour, and are easily foreseen. But hurri- 
eanes, which are sometimes, so destructive, in tlie West 
Indies, are unknown in this climate. 

Meredith on the Gold Coast^ p. 3d^ of the introduction^ 
Those who are acquainted with the soil and chmate 
«f the Gold Coast, and who have an equal knowledge of 
the West Indies, will, doubtless, agree in this opinion, 
that the Gold Coast has the advantage of the West la- 
dies, not only in soil and climate, but in seasons." 

The missionaries, Mills and Burgess, who left the 
Sherbro at the end of the dry season, the winter of tro- 
p'cal Africa, represent the whole country, as then co'» 
vered with verdure. 

In the daily journal of the deceased missionary, printed 
in the appendix of the second annual report of the So- 
ciety, he remarks, " the heat is oppressive only a few 
hours in the day. The air is cooled by the sea breeze* 
The thermometer is lower than, often on a summer day, 
in the United States. The atmosphere is hazy or cloudj 
much of the time." Page 44. 

In another part of the same journal some time after- 
wards he adds, " We are hoping to linish our journey^ 
and leave tfis part of the coast, late in May, or early ia 
June, before the rains are set in. The weather, since. 
mt arrival in Africa, has hitherto been quite pieasaiit. 
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except the heat, occasionally rather oppressive. The 
tornado this evening, (April 21st,) was severe 5 the wind 
blew hard, half an hour, and some rain fell. 

HEALTH OF AFRICA. 

Meredith, on the Gold Coast^ p. 40^ — ^Dr. Lind in 
ifiis treatise on diseases incident to Europeans in 
hot climates, is of opinion, that if the land in this 
country was cleared, it would be as healthy as the 
island of Barbadoes, the most salubrious of the West 
India islands* The Doctor says " I think it would not 
admit of a doubt, that if a tract of land in Guinea was 
as well improved as the island of Barbadoes, and as 
perfectly free from trees, underwood, and marshes, &;c. 
the air would be rendered equally healthful there, as m 
that pleasant West India island. 

Wadstrom on Colonization^ p, 9th, part second, — " The 
climate of Sierra Leone is much the same, in point 
of heat, as that of the West Indies ; but there is a very 
cool sea breeze on the higher grounds : and in the moun- 
tainous parts, it is believed, that the air is very tempe- 
rate.'' The information of Mr. Falconbridge confirms 
the opinion of licut. Matthews, in his late publication, as 
w^ell as that of 'geographers. " I believe" says lieut. M- 
"that Sierra Leone, if properly cleared and cultivated, 
would be equal in salubrity, and superior in cultivation, 
to any of the islands of the W^est Indies." 

It would not be difficult to extend these authorities, 
much beyond the limits of a note fitted for this appendix; 
but, in addition to what has heen quoted above, it will be 
sufficient to state that the causes of the ill health of the 
first colonists of Sierra Leone and of Bulama, have been 
entirely misapprehended. Take what lieut. Beaver, 
the governor of the latter, has said on the subject. 

Wadstrom on Colonization, page 141. Of the mor- 
tality which cut olf a part of them, it is reported by the 
trustees of the institution, thar not one death can be at- 
tributed to the climate of Bulama. In a letter written 
by lieut. Beaver after the sickly season of 1 792, he says 
^' the climate, I really think, a good one, and I impute 
the diseases among the colonists to excessive fatigue 
while exposed to the weather. In another part of this 
' correspondence he adds, " that he is more and more con- 
vinced, that if the colony be at all supported it will sue- 
freed." He afterwards points at the cause of ail his mis- 
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©rtunes in expressing his wants. " We want a reinforce? 
ment of men, and we should have them soon ; but not 
such as the last. They should be carpenters, blacksniiths, 
and bricklayers ; men accustomed to labour : not suck 
us we brought out, habituated to drunkenness, idleness.^ 
and all the vices of the capital, (London.) Most of them 
ca.iie here in dread of puikishment, for crimes committed 
against their country's laws. With such labourers, ajid 
such subscribers as we brought out, the finest country, 
with the greatest advantages would never flourish." 

In another letter of the 16th of March, 1793, he fur- 
ther teils " the good people of England not to be afraid of 
coming out ; they will find a fort ready to protect them. 
They need not be much afraid of the chmate : I think it 
a healthy one. They need not work as we are obliged 
to do for covering our defence, either when it rains or in 
the heat of the sun ; for I will shelter them. They need 
not be frightened, for I will insure their safety« They 
need not be exposed to any of the inconveniencies which 
we have experienced ; and, therefore, I think it fair to 
suppose, that few of them will die." 

In a subsequent address to the Bulama associatioUj 
written in London, and dated June 24th, l'^94, he as- 
jsigns three causes for the failure of the Bulama expedi- 
tion» 

L " The carrying out men of the most infamous 
<^haracter and the most vicious habits. The major part 
of our people," he says, " were drunken, lazy, dishonest, 
impatient cozoards,^"^ 

2. " The arriving on the coast of Africa at the most 
improper season of the year.* We arrived on the 5th 
of June, and had, consequently, the whole rain be- 
fore us." 

3. " The omitting to carry out the frame and mate- 
rials of a house, or houses, sufficient to receive the whole 
of the colony, immediately on their arrival, from the 
rains and from the sun." 

Of the ill health of the first colonists who contemplated 
a settlement at Sierra Leone, the ablest writer on iht 

* The fatal consequences of a stranger's visiting Norfolk, Charleston, 
or Nev/-Orleans,, at a certain season of the year, are Ijnown not to be 
inconsistent with the most perfect health among their inhabitants, or the 
entire security of those wlio, having earlier in the year removed to citiie^P 
of thes9 cities, continue afterwards to resi^lc there. 
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mhject of Aftnca, Wadstrom, gives the following accountc 
(part 2d, page 8.) " In 1786 the humanity of some 
gentlemen was excited towards the distressed blacks, 
who then swarmed in London.* Above 400 of them, 
along with 60 whites, mostly women of bad character, 
and ill health, were accordingly sent out, at the charge 
of government, to Sierra; Leone. From the disorders 
they brought on board with them, aggravated by de- 
baucheryt and confinement, these people became vcrj 
Hickly, during their long detention in the British channel* 
«s- well as during their passage and after their arrival. 
They were landed in the wet season, unprovided wiib 

f roper shelter, without order and without industry, 
rom these causes, lif y died before they left Plymouth. 
«ind thirty-four at sea ; fifteen ran away, and eighty-six 
died on the coast in the first four months after their 
arrival. After the first year, however, there was no great 
mortality. It was even said by one Green, who was in 
England in 1791, and who ahvays lived with thern, that 
in the two succeeding years he did not think above five 
0r six died, out of two hundred living in the same town.-' 

♦ Wadstrom, p. 220. During the American war, many negroes en- 
tered on board the British ships of war, or repaired to the British stand- 
ard. At the peace of 1783, part of them, ag well as of the white royalists, 
were conveyed to the Bahama Islands, part to JNTova Scotia, and others- 
Great Britain, chiefly to London. These last having been indigent, 
Tinemployed, despised, and forlorn, soon added to the vices of the com- 
inon soldiers and sailors, those of the numerous beggars who disgrace 
thje police of this capital. Such, together with a few whites, chiefly 
strumpets, were the first colonists of Sierra Leone. It was necessary 
tJiey should be sent somewhere, and be no longer suffered to iniest the 
Streets of liOndon 

: t Wadstsoni, page 221 . ** The rum furnished for their comfort proved 
their greatest bane. Many were daily intoxicated, by drinking their 
Whole ^ay'fi allowance at once, an irregularity which, with salt provi- 
sions, and a situation rather crowded, increased the sickness so much 
iaiat above 60 had died before they reached Plymouth. The rum also 
caused mutinous behaviour, for which 24 were discharged and 32 raa 
away. The survivors arrived at Sierra Leone on the 9th of May. 

Idem, page 221. *' It is a remarkable fact that the Nautilus (ship of 
wax which convoyed the Sierra Leone colonists to Africa,) surrounded as 
she was by the ravages of death, for above four months, lost only one 
•ananj and the rct^t of the ship's company enjoying perfect health, though 
Vjonfined entirely to salt provisions, and on a station where a slave ship 
would most piobably have lost the greater part of her crew. This cir- 
«umstance must eurely be admitted as a proof, not only of captain 
Thompson's pxudent care, but that the mortality on shore was not sw 
ipnuch owing to the climate, as to want of shdt(r, and to intemperanc*- 
whirh had debilitated matiy ef the poor wretches before they sa\v ^'^m 



*Witli regard to the ill health of the Nova i^cotia colo);. 
-^ists the same author affords an explanation alike satis- 
factory. > 

In March, 1 792, sixteen vessels arrived at Sierra Leone 
from Nova Scotia^ with 1131 blacks, many of them la- 
bouring under the effects of a fever, contracted in Hali' 
fax, of which 65 had died on the passage. Mr. Clark- 
con, whose humanity had led him to embark on board 
the hospital ship, had also narrowly escaped with hi* 
life, from a violent attack of the same disorder." 

Wadstrom, p. 30. — The precautions of the directors 
(of the Sierra Leone Company) and the early and libe- 
ral supplies which they sent out did not prevent a con- 
aiderable mortality in the first rains. They began in 
the third week of May; many houses, including the 
store house, were unfinished, the company's servants, 
especially the lower ones, and the soldiers were accomo- 
dated ill ; and the English colonists were least of all 
prepared for the rainy season. 

Wadstrom, p. 33,— The sickness was the most severe 
at the beginning of the rains. About 800 blacks were 
laid up at one time and very few passed through the 
season without indisposition. The disorder was the 
fever common to hot climates. It affected in different 
degrees, the whites and blacks, almost indiscriminate- 
ly ; but proved much the most fatal to the former, es» 
pecially to those on shore, whose ir^ortality was once 
such as might have excited fears about the practicabili- 
ty of the whole undertaking in persons unacquainted 
-with the circumstances. 

Without anticipating the subject of health, it may 
be observed here, that almost half the whites living on 
shore and nearly one tenth of the Nova Scotia blacks, 
were carried off, in this dreadful season. 

Wadstrom, p. 42. — The despatches (dated December 
26th, 1793,) brought very good accounts of the colony, 
especially respecting health up to the end of the second 
rains. In the period corresponding to that of the pre- 
ceding years, in which one tenth of the blacks and near- 
ly half the whites had died, no great mortality hap- 
pened : and yet the rains in the last season were unusu- 
ally heavy, and the mortality in the neighbouring fac- 
tori^ uncommonly great. Contrary, also, to the first 
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jears experience.^ the residents on shore were healthief 
than those on ship board.*'' 

Wadstrom p. 50. — The causes of the mortahtj at 
JSierra Leone have been ah'eady mentioned. The fol- 
lowing; are some of the particuiars respecting it. The 
company's upper seri^ants, who went out the first year, 
were 26, inckiding 8 counsellors, a chaplain, several 
tnedical men, a secretary, accountant, and others, all 
well accommodated. Of this class only four have died, 
and the deaths of only two can be properly charged tp 
the chmate. 

Of lower servants, such as clerks, overseers, arti- 
ficers, &;c. there went out 59, including their families. 
Many of them were often exposed to the rains : seve- 
ral were intemperate ; they were in general ill lodged ; 
and from the sickness of the surgeons they could hav<8 
but little medical attendance : hence no less than 29 
have died. Of settlers, (whites) including their fami- 
lies, there went out 18, and no fe?^er than 13 died.—* 
Some of them were very intemperate, and their situa- 
tion was, in all respects, worse than the last class. 

Of soldiers, 18 went out, almost all intemperate ; and, 
circumstanced as they were in other respects, it is not 
surprising that 11 should have died. In all 119 persons 
(whites from London) went out, the first year, of whom 
57 died. The soldiers and white colonists, with their 
families having either died or returned home, the whites 
in the second year, were reduced to about 40, of whom 
only 4 or 5 have died (March 1794.) 

The Nova Scotians who arrived at Sierra Leone in 
1792, were 1131, many of them lingering under the 
remains of a fever which had carried oiT a few of tlieir 
original number in Nova Scotia, and 65 more on their 
passage. Of 11 31 landed, 40 died in a few weeks after, 
from the same fever. The rest then became very 
liealthy, and so continued till the almost universal sick- 
ness of the first rains, when 98 of them died. In the 
three most unheatlhful months of the second rainy season^ 
for the account extends not to the whole year, their 
deaths did not exceed five. The company's physician 
states, in his report of of the 14th of October, 1793, 
lhat though the sickness and mortality of this ye^E^ 



71 



feiTft hem eomparatively small ; yet that ijie rainj . 
months have been, as usual, more sickly than all pre- 
ceding; that the Nova Scotians have experienced, in 
the rains, considerable indisposition, but generally with 
trifling complaints : that they now seem so accustonir 
ed to the climate, that there is little reason to fear anj 
mortality among them : that there are not many whose 
health is precarious : that few villages in England, caa 
show more fine children : that in this period, fevers 
have been pretty frequent among the whites : but that 
the sick list is on the decrease, and it is hoped they will 
all recover : and that the want of flour has this year 
been seriously felt by the healthy, much more by the. 
sick. The despatches of the 26th of December, give 
much more favourable bill of health, and state the 
mortality to be as before mentioned. 

Wadstrom p. 53, « part 2d. — The directors (of the 
Sierra Leone Company,) having thus endeavoured to 
give an impartial account of the health of the colony, 
leave its character, in this respect, to rest on the sim- 
ple evidence of the above facts. They know of no 
reason why the climate of Sierra Leone should prove 
eventually worse, than those of other tropical chmates, 
of which the healthfulness is now undisputed *, for some 
of these were more fatal to the first colonists, than Sier- 
ra Leone has proved. It seems, therefore, very proba- 
ble, that as cultivation and accommodation improve, 
the health of the colony, will gradually amend, as has 
been always experienced in similar cases. 

Wadstrom,^ p. 342, part 2d. — Of these observations 
of the directors all the modern European colonies af- 
ford examples, more or less apposite ; and every es- 
tablishment of the kind, made or attempted in the West 
Indies, gives the strongest evidence of their truth.— 
The chmate of Barbadoes, in particular, now justly 
reckoned (that of Bridgetown excepted) one of the 
most healthful tropical climates in the v/orld was " ex- 
tremely fatal to its early inhabitants. When I com© 
to the mortahty experienced at Bulama, I intend if ade- 
quate materials can be procured, to show by a compara- 
tive view, of the infant and mature states of difierent- 
colonies, that neither that Island nor Sierra Leone have 
been peculiarly fatal to human liftj ; and that as the di- 
sectors intimate, their climates may be GonlidGfttly ex- 



pected to improve, in the same proportion as the 80*3 
18 cleared and cultivated." 

The report of the directors and the commentary of 
the able writer above quoted, hftve been both confirm* 
«d by the subsequent history of Sierra Leone. 

SOIL OF AFRICA. 

Mertdith^p* 6. " The Gold Coast and all tropical Africa 
is capable of affording incalculable advantages, if the inha- 
bitants can be incited to industry. It is enriched beyond 
the credibility of those unacquainted with it. Its hills are 
etored with various metals and minerals, and its valleys 
are blessed with a fertihty scarcely to be exceeded bjr 
any country under the same latitude." 

Page 3. " It is very remarkable that tropical Africa 
will be found on examination, to possess the richest soil 
of the whole continent." 

Wadstrora^ page 27, cliap, iv* part i, " The soil all 
along the coast is very unequal. From Cape Blanco to 
the river Gambia, it is in general very sandy with a very 
large admixture of broken shells, and is covered in many 
places with a rich black mould. Even the most barreia 
and unpromdsing tracts of this part of the country, escept 
just on the sea shore, are covered with bushes and fijrasa 
of a great growth : and where the black mould is foundji 
the vegetation is luxuriant to a degree unknown in the 
most fertile parts of Europe, and the trees are of various 
dimensions. 

M. Adanson, a celebrated naturalist, who was sent to 
Africa in 1793, at the request of the French Academy of 
•Sciences, observes that the soil from Cape Blanco to the 
Gambia, though by no means bad upon tne whole, is not 
to be compared, in fertility, with that of the country from 
that river to Rio Nunez, which is equalled by few soils, 
and surpassed by none, on the face of the globe. His 
observations apply not only to the coast, but but to vtry 
extensive tracts of the inland countries. ' The evidence 
given before the privy council, abundantly confirms the 
observations of M. Adanson, my fellow travellers, and 
myself, te* 

Journey of Kizell to the Sherhro country* — After \ 
saw there was plenty of coffee in the coaotry, I thought 
there must be more thinj^s to be seen. 1 saw the womea 
had some nuts, which they said were to rub their skij% 
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as {he nuts liad a sweet smell. They look'like nutmegs.« 
as you know the nature ol' iiutmegs, I have sent hve t&. 
you in the shell to examine. 

" The land here is very good. I have examined it, 
and hnd it good land. There is here a great deal of 
land' on which no people hve. There are in my opinion, 
miihons of acres that were never cultivated." 

" Their land is so fertile in some places, that it would 
surprize any man to see what a quantity' of rice thej 
will raise in a small spot. As for fish, their rivers 
abound with them. Their sheep and goats are very 
fine and fat. They have plenty of fov/ls ; also wild 
hogs, wild ducks and geese. They do not work hard 
except when they prepare their rice plantations whichr 
is during about two months in the spring. In the Sher- 
bro there is plenty of hsh and oysters. The Bullom. 
land is in general good. 

" If a man has four acres of land in the country, Iiet 
ean well maintain his family, supposing he has six in 
family, and have rice to spare." 

" The Boom is a good country, it is more like a gar- 
den than any 1 have seen : the land is good, very good. 
Of this country I cannot speak too well." 

" The Bagroo land is good for rice and timber." 

" The land is rich and good ; and if it was not for 
the cursed slave trade, 1 think they would be the hap- 
piest people of the world. At Deng or Matarrow the 
the land is good ; and the timber as good as in any other 
part of the country." 

Lieutenant Beavers, leaving the island of Bulama calls 
it a little paradise. The soil he says is surprizingly 
fertile. So it was described by the Abbe Damanet who 
resided some time on the opposite coast. Wadstrom on 
colonization. 

The journal of the deceased missionary the Rev. 
Mr. Mills prmted from his daily notes in the appendix 
of the last Annual Report of the Colonizing Society, 
estabUshes beyond question, the fact, that there are ex* 
^ tensive tracts of fertile land in Africa unoccupied bj 
any persons whatever and unclaimed by any European 
nation. There are, indeed, but a few miles of the 
coast of Africa, here and there claimed by any Euro- 
pean power; while the coast of the tropical region of 

10 
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that vast continent, lengthened out hy its peculiar shape, 
affords a line of several thousand miles on almost aiiy 
part of which, a colony might be advantageously planted* 

Character and dispositions of the Africans. 

Wadstrom, chap* 2, p, 9, — Civil and rehgious govern- 
ment is allowed to he the principal cause which aifecis 
(and even forms) the characters of nations. Climate, 
diet, occupation, and a variety of other less considera- 
ble causes contribute their share to the general effect. 
It is not, however, by abstract reasonings alone, on 
the separate or combined influence of those causes that 
the character of a nation can be ascertained ; but actual 
^sobservations on their genius and conduct must also be 
attended to. Such observations cannot be too nume- 
rous ; nor can general coix usions be too cautiously- 
drawn from them. 

That this important moral balance may be struck 
with perfect impartiality, the observer ought to dis- 
miss every prejudice, and to leave his mind open to a 
full and fair impression of all the circumstances. Every 
well-disposed man will allow the necessity of such pro- 
cedure, who knows how grossly the very people of 
whom we are treating, have been misrepresented by 
those who first mLde merchandise of their persons, and 
then endeavoured, by calumny, to justify their own 
conduct towards them. The accounts of African gov- 
ernors and other slave merchants, have been but too 
impiicity followed by authors of no small note, who 
never were in Africa, and who did not suspect that the 
writers they quoted were interested in misleading them. 
Hence it is to be feared, that many well meaning per- 
sons have been led to believe that the Africans are so 
insensible as not to feel their ill treatment, or so wicked 
as not to deserve better ; and have therefore, without 
further examination, left them to what they think a 
merited fate. 

The author, aware of the difficulty of this part of 
his subject, has all along laboured to observe as minute- 
ly and extensively, and to judge as impartially, as he 
could. But, after all his diligence, he is only able to 
offer some short and imperfect sketches, hnperfect, 
however, as they arc, he is conscious they are faithful- 
ly copied from tiie original. 



He believes every man, who has made it his business 
to compare the conduct of civilized and uncivihzed nar 
tions, will admit that the former are governed by rea- 
son, and the latter by their will and affections, or what 
are commonly called their passions — or at least that, 
upon the whole, reason influences mankind in propor 
tion as they are civilized. 

This observation may be applied very appositely to 
the Africans. Their understandings have not been 
nearly so much cultivated as those of the Europeans ; 
but their passions, both defensive and social, are much 
stronger. No people are more sensible of disrespect, 
contempt, or injury, or more prompt and violent in re- 
senting them. They are also apt to retain a sense of 
injury, till they obtain satisfaction, or grarify revenge. 
In this they resemble other imperfectly civilized tribes, 
and even the more refined Europeans, in whom that be- 
nevolent religion, which teaches forgiveness of enemies, 
has not yet produced its full ellect. For was not sat- 
- isfaction to oifended honour — that is, was not a certain 
mode of revenge a distinguishing part of the sysiem of 
chivalry ? And do not our modern duelists, the polite 
successors of the ancient knights, still cherish .a princi- 
ple which they will not allow to be called revenge ; but 
for which sober people cannot find a better name ? Re- 
venge causes wars in Africa : and are there no symj)^ 
loms of its producing wars in Europe ? But African 
wars are never protracted, with cold-blooded perse- 
verance, to the length of the seige of Troy ; nor is 
peace ever negotiated with a view to future wars. The 
Africans have no particular tortures in reserve for their 
prisoners, like the North American Indians ; nor do 
they ever devour them, like the natives of New Zea- 
land. 

But if they be charged with hatred to their enemies, 
kindness to their friends ought, in candour, to be stated 
lo their credit; and their hospitality to unprotected 
strangers is liberal, disinterested, and free from ostenta- 
tion ; as I myself and many others have experienced* 
Their kindness, and respectful attention to vvhiie per» 
sons, with whose characters they are satisfied, arise to 
a degree of partiality which, all thin2;s considered, is 
perfectly surprising. Persons of this deacriptiou may, 
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and often do, reside among them in perfect seciirityy 
receiving the best possible proofs of their good will, 
namely the most, pressing solicitations to settle among 
them. This partiality to well disposed Europeans ex- 
tends also to their dress, manners, and commodities ; 
in short, to every thing that is European — a disposi- 
tion which might long ago have been improved to the 
liest purposes. 

On those parts of the coast and country, where the 
slave-trade prevails, the inhabitants are shy and re- 
served, as well they may ! and on all occasions go armed, 
lest they should be way-laid and carried off. 

In maternal, tilial, and fraternal affection, I scruple 
not to pronounce them superior to any Europeans I 
ever was among ; but, as they practice polygamy, their 
paternal and conjugal affections may be supposed less ar- 
dent. 

As many of them have not sufficient employment 
either for their heads or their hands, they are apt to re- 
lieve listlessness by intoxication, when they can procure 
the means. So very successful, indeed, have the Eu- 
ropean slave dealers been, m exciting in them a thirst 
for spirits, that is now become one of the principal pil- 
lars of their trade ; for the chiefs, intoxicated by the 
liquor with which they are purposely bribed by the 
.Ij^hites, often make bargains and- give orders fatal to 
their subjects, and which, when sober, ihey would glad- 
ly retract. A desire for spirituous liquors, however, is 
the failing of all uncivilized people. In particular, it 
has greatly thinned some American tribes, and almost 
annihilated others. 

Their notions and practices respecting property are 
not more inaccurate or irregular than those of other 
men in the same stage of society ; as is evident from 
the senerai conduct of such of them as are unconnect- 
ed with this destructive commerce. But those who 
are, may be expected to be tainted with its concomitant 
vices. As the whites practise every fraud upon them, 
:tn the quantity and qualit) of the goods delivered, and 
in trepanning their persons, the blacks cannot carry on 
ihis trade, on equal terms, without resorting to similar 
practices. As to the injustice, cruelty and rapine which, 
at the instigation of the whites, they practise on Qm 
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another, they are not more disgraceful than the well 
kiiown trades of crimps, and kidnappers, and press- 
gangs, carried on, without foreign instigation, in several 
European countries, and even protected, or connived 
at, by their governments. At the worst, these prac- 
tices are not so disgraceful to uncivilized men as to 
their cimlizedj European instigators. Menzel gives a 
horrid detail ol the operations of the Zeelverkoopers, 
(soul-mongers) of Holland, whose infamous trade it is 
to trepan men for their East Indian settlements. By 
guch means, the author allirms, that the population of 
the pestiferous city of Batavia is kept from total ex- 
tinction. 

Of the infamous arts of the Europeans, and the con- 
sequent intoxication and violence of one of the African 
chiefs, I have had occular proof. In order to promote 
the slave-trade, the French governors at Goree send 
yearly presents to the black kings, who returns a gift of 
slaves. In 1787, I attended an embassy of this kind to 
the king of Barbesin at Joal, on the coast between 
Goree and Gambia. That chief having been unwil- 
ling to pillage, was kept constantly intoxicated, by the 
French and mulattoes, till they prevailed on him to is- 
sue a dreadful mandate. When sober, he expressed 
extreme reluctance to harass his people. He com- 
plained that the traders of Goree, after making him 
trifling presents, came upon him with long accounts, 
and endless pretensions ; that the governor listened too 
readily to their tales, thought too little of the sufferings 
of the negroes, and must have heen imposed upon, 
when he allowed his name to be used on such occasions 
— An allegation which most probably was true ; for the 
Chevalier de Boufflers then governor, I really believe, 
was ignorant of these knavish proceedings ; but, like 
many other great men, was the dupe of his courtiers* 
I heard the king more than once hold this lanefuatje, 
had it mterpreted on the spot, and inserted it in my 
journal : and yet he soon after ordered the pillage to be 
executed. 

On this occasion it happened that only one captive 
was taken. This was a handsome young negress, who, 
notwithstanding her tears, was forthwith carried on 
hoard ii ship then lying off Joal. As she belonged. 
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liowever, to ©ne of those families who, by the laws of 
the country, are exempted from slavery, this action 
shocked the people so much that a commotion ensued^ 
The king having, by this time, come to his senses, and 
seeing the danger, entreated the purchaser to return the 
girl. The Frenchman, though surrounded by a great 
multitude of negroes, and* though our party, including 
Dr. Sparrman, captain Arrhenius, and myself, consisted 
but of five vdiite men, was so madly obstinate as to re- 
fuse his request. I say madly, for in all the coiijunc- 
tures of my life, I never was so alarmed for the safetj 
of it. After much entreaty, however, he restored the 
young woman to lier disconsolate relations, the khig pro- 
mising him two slaves in exchange, whom he expected 
to seize on a future expedition. 

The opposers of the colonization of Africa would 
have it believed, that the natives are incurably stupid 
and indolent : but I have in my possession the means 
of proving the contrary ; for, in a question put to me 
in a committee of the British House of Commons, I 
offered to produce specimens of their manufactures in 
iron, gold, tillagree work, leather, cotton, matting and 
basket-work, some of which equal any articles of the 
kind fabricated in Europe, and evince that, with proper 
encouragement, they make excellent workmen. All 
men are idle till incited to industry, by their natural or 
artificial wants. The soil easily supphes their natural 
necessities, and the whites have never tried to excite in 
them any innocent artificial wants ; nor indeed any 
other wants than those of brandy, baubles, trade-guns, 
powder and ball, to intoxicate or amuse their chiefs, 
and afford them the means of laying waste their coun- 
try. 

Even the least improved tribes make their own fish- 
ing-tackle, canoes, and implements of agriculture. I 
forgot to mention salt and soap, and dying, amongst the 
Hianufacturcs of those 1 visited, and who are by no means 
exempted from the evils of the slave-trade. If, even 
while tliat traffick disturbs their peace and endangers their 
persons, they have made such a progress, what may we 
not expect if that grievous obstacle were removed, and 
ifiQir ingenuity directed into a proper clianneL? 



The slare-trade disturbs their agriculture still more 
t^an their manufactures ; for men will not be fond of 
planting who have not a moral certainty of reaping. 
Vet, even without enjoying that certainty, they raise 
graiuj fruits, and roots, not only sufficient for their owa 
consumption, but even to supply the demands of the Eu- 
ropean shipping, often to a considerable extent. In some 
islands and parts of ftie coast, where there is no slave- 
trade, they have made great progress in agriculture. 
At the island of Fernando Po, in particular, they have 
such quantities of provisions, as to spare a sufficiency for 
fonall the shipping at Calabar, DelRey, and Camerones* 
In some places, they bring their produce to the coast on 
their heads, and return home loaded with European- 
goods, Others go in armed bodies, even a month's jour* 
ney inland, with articles for trade. In some places they 
wood and water the ships, and hire themselves to the 
Europeans, to work for low waj^es, both in boats and on 
shore. In short, their industry iiin general proportioned 
to their comparative civilization, to their own wants, to 
the demaikd for their labour, to their desire for European 
goods, and above all, to their total or partial exemption 
from the slave-trade, 

Rctincd nations form systems, and dse to generals : 
unpolished tiibes dwell on detail, and trifle in particu- 
lars. The Africans are unacquainted with the dexterity 
and despatch arising from the division of labour, and 
with the numerous advaiitages of combined exertions 
systematically conducted. Except in works which, with- 
out united elForts, cannot be performed at all, they do 
every thing in a solitary, desultory manner. Each indi- 
vidual or family, like the peasants in some parts of 
Europe, spins, weaves, sev/s, hunts, fishes, and makes 
baskets.^ fishing-tackle, and implements of agriculture; 
so that, considering the number of trades they exercise, 
their imperfect tools, and their still m.ore imperfect 
knowledge of machinery, the neatness of some of their 
work is really surprising. 

Of their labour in concert, I shall give one example, of 
which I have been a spectator. — The trees on the Coast 
I visited, being generally bent in their growth by the sea- 
hreeze, and wanting solidity, are unfit for canoes. A tree, 
of the propcjr dimensions is tlierefdrtt chasen, perhaps 



Ok/ 



Iduiieen or fifteen miles up the,countiy, which being cut 
into tl\e requisite iength, but not hollowed, lest it sliuaid 
be rent by accident, or by the heat of the sun, the people 
of the nearest village draw it to the next, and thus suc- 
cessively from village to village, till it reach tlie coast, 
where it is formed into a canoe. For this severe labour 
the villagers look for no other reward than a least and 
merry-making, which they enjoy in tiie true style of rural 
simplicity. 

The same happy mixture of united labour and festivity 
takes place at building their houses ; also at cultivating, 
planting, or sowing their helds, belonging to the same 
village, and in reaping their crop, which is considered the 
common property of the inhabitants. Such a practice 
in Europe would generate endless disputes ; but among 
these simple people, is the best bond of good neighbour- 
hood. Such indeed is the amiable simplicity of manners 
which reigns rn the villages remote Ironi the slave-trade, 
that European visiters a¥e ready to imagine themselves 
carried into a new world, governed by the purest maxims 
of patriarchal innocence. 

But though few of them unite their strength, exeept on 
these and a few similar occasions, and most of them turn 
their hands to different occupations, we are not thence to 
conclude unfavourably of their intellects, any more than 
of the intellects of those European peasants, ( in Sweden, 
Norway, Scotland, &lc.) whose practices are snniiar. On 
the contrary, lord Kaimes has observed, i tiiink with 
much truth, that such peasants are generally more intelli- 
gent than artihcers, to whom the division of lauour, in 
manufacturing countries, has assigned one siinple opera- 
tion. A peasant, who makes and repairs his ploughs, 
harrows, and harness, his household furniture, and even 
his clothes, has an ampler scope for his understanding, and 
really becomes a more intelligent being, than he who 
spends his whole life in forging horse-shoes, making nails^ 
or burnishing buttons. Such a being, confined for life to 
a few dimple motions, may be said, in some degree, to 
lose the use of all his powers, but that of the muscles 
which perform those motions. His intellect lies dor- 
mant; for its use is superseded by a mere animal habit. 
He becomes, in short, a kind of live machine, in the 
hands of some moneyed man, to contribute to the prid« 
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jqxk} luxury of drones, wlio possess no other talent thaii 
th ; of turning to their own account the activity of theit- 
poor bretfiren of mankind. 

P am unwlllhic^ to refme too much ; but as the situatioR 
©f the Africans approaches much nearer to that of intelli^ 
ge«>t peasants than that of stupid mechanics, I am inchned 
to tiiiak that their intellects may have been improved by 
being so variously exercised; for the natural way of im^ 
proving the human intellect, is to afford it an ample field 
of action ; and the sure way to cramp and contract it, m 
to keep it incessantly plodding in one dull pursuit. Cer- 
tain it is, that though, on the whole, passion is more pre- 
dominant in tho African character tiian reason; yet their 
intellects are so far from beicig of an inferior order, that 
©ne finds it difficult to account for their acuteness, whick 
so far transcends their apparent means of improvement,. 

The journal of the deceased missionary, and that of 
KiTell, which accompanies it, aflbrd ahnpdant evidence- 
that the character of the natives of that, part of the African 
coast selected by the American Society as the seat of their 
intended colony, does not fail belovv^ the moral standard of 
Mr. W ^dstrom. The latter has been derived, as Mr. 
assures his readers, from an examination of every writer 
on Africa, who had preceded him. He has enumerated 
more than ninety autiiors as the basis of his treatise oa 
colonization. Yet the artless narratives, of Mills aad. 
Kizell, furnish perhaps the best picture of African man- 
ners extant. For those who may not have the second 
edition of the last report at hand, the fi>l]owiug extracts 
atrc made from it, to illustrate the character of the inhab- 
itants of Sherbro.. 

" 1 wnll now describe how the natives live in this 
country. They are all alike, the great and the poor ^ 
you cannot tell the master from the servant at first. The 
servant has as much to say as his master in any commoa 
discourse, but not in a palaver,^ for that belongs only to 
the master. Of all people 1 have ever seen, I think they 
are the kindest. They will let noiie of their people want 
for victuals : they will lend, and not look for it agaiii : 
they will even lend clothes to each other, if they want to 
go any where : if strangers come to them, lacy will give; 

^ TMs word signifies both a political discussiojj and a suit at law. 
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them victuals for nothing ; they will go out of their beds 
that the strangers may sleep in them. The women are 
particularly kind. The men are very fond of palm wine ; 
they ^ill spend a whole day in looking for palm wine*. 
They love dancing ; they will dance all night. They 
have but little, yet they are happy while that little lasts. 
At times they are greatly troubled withe slave-trade, by 
some of them being caught under ditferent pretences. A 
man owes money ; or some one of his family owes it ; or 
he has been guilty of adultery. In these cases, if unable 
to seize the party themselves, they give him up to some 
one who is able, and who goes and takes them by force 
of arms. On one occasion, when I lived in the Sherbro^ 
a number of armed men came to seize five persons hving 
wnder me, who, they said, had been thus given to them« 
We had a great quarrel : I would not give them up : we 
had five days' palaver : there were three chiefs against 
me. I told them if they did sell the people whom they 
had caught at my place, I would complain to the gover- 
nor. After five days' talk, I recovered them. 

" Sometimes I am astonished to see how contented 
they are with so little ; I consider that their happiness 
does not consist in ]^lenty of goods. 

" They do not salt their meat, but dry it over the fire. 
They do not work hard except when they prepare their 
rice plantations, which is during about two months in 
the spring ; after which the men go and make canoes, or 
cut camwood, or cany the salt which the women have 
made, to sell for cloth or slaves. This is usually done in 
the rainy season (from June to September.) They. are 
not afraid of being wet ; they will work iii the rain. 
When they come home from v/ork, the women give them 
warm water to wash their bodies, and oil to anoint them- 
selves with. The women will not do any thing in the 
morning before they have washed their bodies. They 
have the hardest lot 5 they do all the drudgery ; they 
beat the rice, fetch wood, make salt, plaster the houses ^ 
go a fishing with hand nets, make oil from the palm nuts 
which the men bring home* Their rice ripens in three 
months from the time it is sown. When the rice is cut^ 
they put it under water, where it keeps sound and goor*^ 
iVhen they wish to use it, they go into the water and 
take as much thence as they want. During the rainjr 
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season the low lands are overflowed. When the water 
goes away, it leaves the land moist, which is then planted, 
and will bring any thing to the greatest perfection. They 
have very good clay : the women make pots with it, 
wiiich tiiey sell for rice, cassada, and plantains. The 
cotton tree grows here in great abundance : I think the 
cotton would do for hats as well as fur. The men make 
straw hats, it is the men who sew the European cloth 
they get into garments : of the women, not one out of 
twenty knows how to sew. 

All the male children are circumcised. 
" The king is poorer than any of his subjects, I have 
many a tim^e gone into the houses of their kings. Some- 
times 1 have seen one box, and a bed made of sticks on 
the ground, and a mat. or two country cloths, on the bed. 
He is obliged to work himself if he has no wives and 
chiidreuo He has only the name of king, without 
the *power : he cannot do as he pleases. When there 
is^ palave7', he must have it settled before the rest of the 
old men, who are looked upon as much as the king ; and 
the people v/iil give ear to them as soon as tney will to 
the king. 

" The women, as I before observed, make salt ; the 
men put it up in small baskets, and carry it to the inte- 
rior of the country, and buy country cloth with it, (for 
they make no cloth themselves :) this they give to their 
wives, and use for themselves. 

^' Their town has no regular strees in it ?, the houses 
*are built close together. They are made with strong 
rods of bamboo fixed in the ground, which are tied to- 
gether at the top with a string : they use no nails ; thej 
tie all with strings, and then wattle it and cover it with 
grass, which the women plaster over with mud. Their 
doors consist of mats hung at the opening which is left 5 
sometimes they are made of small bamboos tied together* 
There are no locks on their doors. They will not steal 
from each other. They are fond of presents from stran- 
gers ; the king gets but little of any present that is made 
to him ; if he is old, they will sometimes tell him he ha& 
long eaten of the country, and it is time for the young 
people to eat as he has done. If the present consists of 
rum, they all must have a' taste of it, if there is not more 
than a tablo spoonful for each; if tobacco, aad there ii^ 
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ixot enougli to give to every one a leaf, it must he cut a© 
thai all may have a piece 5 if it is a jug of rum the king 
gets one bottle full. 

The young women are not allowed to have whona 
they please .for a husband ; the choice rests with the pa- 
reiits. If a man wislics to marry the daughter, he must 
bring to the value bf twenty or thirty bars to the father 
and mother ; if they like the man, and the brother likes 
him, then they will call their family together, and teli 
them : ' We have a man in the house who wishes to have 
our daughter ; it is that which makes us call the family 
together, that they may know it.' Then the friends in- 
quire what he has brought with him ; tiie man tells them. 
They then tell him to go and bring a quantity of palna 
wine. When he returns, they again call the family to- 
gether ; they all place themselves on the ground, and 
drink t^ie wine, and then give him his wife. In this case, 
all the children he has by her are his ; but, if he gives 
nothing for his wife, then the children will all be takea 
from him, and will belong to the woman^s family ; he 
will hsrve nothing to do with them. 

" If the people of this country had the same learning 
as Europeans, the best iav/yer could not excel them in 
words and speeches. They are a sensible people to talk 
to in their palavers. They will sometimes talk a palaver 
so well, that you v^^ould be both pleased and astonished 
with them. If you were to hear two of them speaking, 
and how ably they open a cause before they begin to 
^nter into an arguujent about it, you would be surprised. 
In their palavers (councils or courts,) they use a great 
^eal of ceremony at hrst ; presenting mats, kala, or palm 
■wine, to the old nien. They then relate their story ; 
the old men and the women sitting down to hstcn. A 
3nan stands by him who speaks, and repeats what he says 
as loud as he can ; indeed, both speak very loud. W^hen 
he has finished his speech he sits dov/n. His adversary 
then gets up, and begins, as before, with much ceremony, 
ihanking the man who spoke against him for what he said. 
JIaving told his story, ail the old men get up and say, 
ihey must retire and consider the matter before they give 
an answer. If the party losing the cause is willing to 
give it up, then the other will ask him, if he will go before 
the king to talk the palaver '/ If he says, yes, then they 
?oust go before the king with their people. 
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" The old men are much respected ; tlie king, with 
their aj)i-rjoalio.i, appoii^ts a lime to hear the paiaver ; 
but bciui-e it begins, both parties must deposit a like sum 
(twenty, thirty, or forty bars,) to await the king's sen- 
tence. Then the two men are called on, and ah the old 
men and the women sit as before vviiile the accuser re- 
lates his complaint ; aiiother man repeating all he says 
after him. fevery thing he ,says ioolcs like truth, and 
very clear. But when he has done, the olhey parly w^ill 
get up and deny every thing that has been said, and giv^e 
to things a ditfefent appearance. They have no jury, as 
we have ; their old men settle all. Having heard all 
the pleading, the oid jnen go out in what is called the 
devil's bush,"^ and deiernhne who is in the right. 

" Sometimes, when they see that the party who is in 
the w^rongis the strongest, they will not give justice, be- 
ing afraid of the consequences: this I have seen, and have 
rep ri maud -d tiiem for. 

" I hive said that the king has the nam.e of king, but 
not the power ; yet, in general, they do nothing without 
his knowledge. The king cannot make use of the ser- 
vices of any young man without asking the leave of hi^: 
father or mother, if he happen to have no people of his 
own, and he wishes to go to a distance he must beg his 
people to convey him. The people do not contribute 
to his support ; if he has no slaves or children of his 
own, he must work himself; if he has children, they will 
do all his work for him. All the land is said to belong 
to the king ; but if a man chooses to clear a spot, and 
erect a town, lie may : the land is free for any of the 
people. If a sti'anger, indeed, that is, an European, 
should wish to settle among them, he must make a pre- 
sent of goods to the king. These goods being received, 
ail the people are called together, men, women, and 
jchildren, aiid are told, that he has given the stranger a 
piece of land. This is done, as they have no writing, 
that they, and their children after them, may know what 
has taken place. The goods are then divided, and 
although the land is called the king's, yet he w ill get no 
more for his share than any of the other old men. After 
tlii^ ceremony, the stranger may live on the laud as long 
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as he pleases ; but hd cannot sell it again. His ehih 
dren's children may live on it as long as any of them 
remain. He must toke care, however, to conduct him- 
self peaceably and respectfully till he becomes powerful ; 
then he may do as he pleases. Ail the disputes they do 
not carry to the king, they will bring to him ; especiallj 
in cases in which one man charges another with owing 
him money, in such cases, if the debt is proved, it is 
usual for the referee to buy the debtor of the injured 
party as a slave ; and having thus settled tbe palaver, 
the purchaser will soon have him in a chain, on which 
the creditor receives the price agreed upon. Sometimes 
on this ground all the people and family of the debtor 
are seized and sold. Such is the abominable custom of 
this country It is the slave-traders who hkve made it 
so ; they have done it to get their own ends served in 
getting slaves. I have seen whole families sold in this 
way. 

They liave a bad way in making their kings. They 
will not suffer the sons of the old kings to succeed him 
as king. They will say, ' that family has had the king- 
idom a long time ; we must give it to another family, that 
all may fee equal.' It certainly is no great object ; it is 
only the name without the power. 

" Their towns are built all alike. The houses are 
covered with grass or leaves, and wattled, and either 
plastered with mud, or covered with mats : mats will 
admit the air. I said before, that he who has the greatest 
number of people can do as he pleases. This is, per- 
haps, the reason why there are no large towns here. 
They live in families : you will see in some towns no 
other persons but such as belong to a particular family. 
The kings have thus httle or no power to punish him who 
^oes wrong ; as all his own people stand up for him, and 
will not suffer him to be punished. 

The men are very idle. " In the dry season they will 
©ften sit all day playing with a bone or a nut, which they 
twirl about : this is a species of amusement they are very 
fond of — some will go for palm wine. 1 say they might 
live happy, if it was not for the slave-trade ; their wants 
are few, and they are content with what they have. 

Journal of ihe Rev> Mr, Mills, p* 57. — On our return 
we stopped at Mano, The head-woman had boiled for 
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•a^ a clish of rice, and dressed some fowls. We gave her 
;4 small present, as we had before done to the headman, 
Superwill, the headman, gave us a lamb. All the peo- 
ple in this river appeared most friendly and kind. — 
They expressed great satisfaction at our words, and 
eager to see our people come, if they would be kind,, 
and bring God's book. We said that persons must be 
•ent with our people to establish schools for the chil- 
dren, and to instruct the people. They said they should 
be glad* One man, whose hair and beard were white 
with age, said, he wished it could he now ; it was much 
wanted in the country- — ^he wished to hear more about: 
God's book before he died. It is certainly surprising 
that there should be such a desire among the people to 
hear the book of God, and to have their children in- 
structed to read. There is just reason to hope that 
the principles of our holy religion would be embraced 
by many in this country, if they were^ instnicted in 
them. 

Page 61. The natives believe in the existence of 
a supreme God, who is great and good, but indifferent 
to the concerns of men. It is their concern to secure 
the favour and avert the displeasure of certain inferior 
malignant spirits, whom they imagine to be continually 
attendant on their persons, and to be the authors cf ali 
their evils. They place great confidence in their gre- 
grees or amulets. They have sacred groves, trees, and 
huts. They occasionally strew fruits about their town?, 
or spread mats by the public paths, as oiferings to the 
invisible spirits. They sometimes make prayers on the 
graves of their fathers, or under their sacred trees.— 
Though they sometimes pay a kind of homage to the 
Supreme God, yet their ideas of him are very indis- 
tinct. The true hght has never shone upon them.— *• 
One who was present the other day, at our social 
'Worship, afterwards said to a friend " that he nevep 
■knew before that white men prayed." 

Page 63. Soon after our arrival at Bandasuma, w€ 
had an interview with Pa Poosoo, who expressed great 
satisfaction with our designs. As some of his men 
whom he wished to consult were out of town, he sent 
for them, and waited for their return. It rained very 
kard late m the afternoon, ??nd was eloudy until night.- 
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After sun set, having consulted with his principal men, 
Pa Poosoo made known to us that he was ready to give 
us an answer. We assembled at the king's hoase. A 
wax candle was burning in the wall. The king's bro*- 
ther said, (in reference to myself and Mr. B. who was 
unable to come with us.) " May God bless you, and 
as you came in health to this country, may you return 
in healtri to your own. We i.re glad to hear what you 
say; we like it well. The old people among us wish 
you had come before. They are now afraid they will 
die too soon. They want to see the time when the 
people will come to this country to teach the children 
to read and write, and to know the true God, The 
king says I must tell you he likes your object much : and 
if the other kings call him to say what is in bis hearty 
he shall say — give the people land. We know you come 
with a good mind, because Mr, K. brings you, and he is 
51 friend to our country. The old people will die fools, 
but if these people come from America, the children 
will turn and know more than their fathers. But they 
were afraid the people would not come, and it w^ould 
never be as they said. There was much good land 
wliere no people live." I inquired wliat part of the 
co-nitry would be best for the people, when they should 
€r,;ne to settle. They replied, when a man was looking 
fbi 1 wife, he would not like to have another to select 
for him. They asked in return, what :,art of the coun- 
try pleased us most? I replied tiiat we wished to see 
more of it, before we fixed on ai)y part. They after- 
w^ards said, if they were to choose the place, they would 
say — bring the people to our town. Pa Poosoo is near- 
ly seventy years old, of a pleasant countenance, and 
s;ood character. We staid over night. More rain fell, 

P. 84» We arrived at the mouth of the Boom, at seven 
in the evening. As it was dark, the wind fresh, ar^d the 
bay wide, we stopped at thelittle village of Renta, and the 
headman of whom w^e hired our canoe, hospitably fur- 
nished us with his house. The room and bedstead was 
hung around with curtains of mats, curiously wrought. 
We slept comfortably. We called at this viila<re as we 
went up yesterday morning. It is a romantic little spot. 
Twelve or fiiieen houses stand close together; a i^arrow 
avenue to the bay gives access to the sea-breoee : palm? 
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©range, cocoa-»ut, banana, and plantain trees overshadow 

the houses. Sugai'-cane, cotton-shrubs, and cassada- 
plaiits grow on each side the path which leads to a fe\r 
rice fields just behind ; then the whole is closely encircled 
wilh forest trees and wild vines of the richest foliage. 
Were it the abode of innocence, it might be esteemed 
a garden of Eden. The chief man is gaining wealth, 
and lives comfortably. He will probably be considered 
a king in the country in a few years. 

There are several Httle. establishments for boiling salt* 
not far off. There is too, a small village, formerly owned 
by rdr. J. a colonist from Sierra Leone, who died here 
a few years ago. Such colonists who have settled, 
abroad, among the natives, though they have gained pro- 
perty and influence, seem not, in the end, to have sue- 
^ ceededwell. Perhaps they have too readily adopted th© 
indolent habits and vicious customs of the people around 
them. 

At day -light, we put our company in motion, and 
crossed the bay in safety, to our schooner, off Yonie. 
We went on shore, to take leave of Kong Couber. King 
Sherbro, and the second prince, Teng-Bang, were out of 
town ; the one at his salt-works, and the other at bis ricfe 
plantation. Kong Coaber inquired with apparent solici- 
tude, w hen we should return. We told him it was doubt- 
ful whether either of us would ever return, our country 
was far off. He said we must return ; the people all knew 
tis, and there was a good understanding between us and 
the headmen ; if we came back to-morrow, in the man- 
ner we proposed, the headmen would meet, and the busi- 
ness be settled. We told him, it was probable that some 
people from our country w^ould visit Sherbro in one year ; 
and if we were alive in our country, we Avould send letters 
and presents, which would convince Kong Couber that 
we remembered his kindness. He gave us a goat for our 
men, and two mats for our fathers in America. He walk* 
ed along the shore with us, and giving us his hand, said 
in English, " May God bless you, and give you a good 
Toy age to your country." While we gave sail to our 
little schooner, he sat down by the shore, under an orange 
tree, apparently pensive and melancholy. The prince is 
conscious of the depressed condition of his people, and 
ilie barbarous state of his c^uRtry. He sighs f«,r tkejr 
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ihiprotemcnf. has, in times piiat, couiplaineJ 

to Mr. K., that his father did not send hiin to England 
for a a educatiofn ; and has almost wished he had been 
sold as a slave in America, like Mr. K, if he could only 
have acquired learning, and lived to return back to Africa, 
He has told his people, that if we come back to live there, 
he should drink wine only, and no more rum, because 
rum turned the head, and made men fools. I am not cer- 
tain but missionaries of prudence, self-deisial, and chris^ 
tian zeal, might spend their lives usefully here. There 
would be no want of children to instruct, Couber, and 
perhaps other headmen may be confided in. Serious ob- 
stacles must be anticipated. Slave-traders have made 
even savages more vicious. The people are generally 
idle, . superstitions, self-indulgent^ and fond of ardeitt 
spirits. Polygamy is nearly universal. 

At 11 A* M, we anchored off Bendou, and sent our 
comphments to Somano. We rested a few minutes un- 
der the shade of a large orange tree, loaded with oranges 
of a full size* A lime tree stood near, whose branches 
were literally bent down with fmit. Somano, Safab, and 
their people were assembled in the palaver-house. — 
Their headwoman or queen had been recently accused 
of witchcraft. She had drank the red-water, and escaped 
without injury. This proved her innocence. Within a 
few days, they had killed an elephent. This is consider- 
ed a lucky omen, and a testimony of the favour of the 
gods. Hence she brought forward a charge of false accu- 
sation for witchcraft, and a demand for reparation. This 
was the subject of palaver. All the people v/ere sitting 
around, to witness the progress of the debate, u.nd anxious' 
about the result. The men who had distinguished them- 
selves in killing the elephant, with their wives, occupied 
prominent seats. They were dressed and ornamented 
with more richness and elegance, then any I ever saw in 
Africa. 

P, 46, — On our arrival we gave to Mr. T, half a dozen 
knives and forks, and some tobacco. He give us a house 
to occupy, and killed a sheep for our dinner, and ordered 
his table to he spread. It was furnished with rice, 
bread, mutton, cassadas, some vegetables, and pure 
water from the spring. We might have forgotten where 
wc were if the head wife had not been obliged to come 



forward to cat the first spoonful, to assure her supiciou^ 
lord that she had infused no poison in the dish. Shame J 
Indignity! The same custom is universal, when one 
presents to another bamhoo, palm, or other wine. The 
giver drinks the first glass. 

We sat most of the evening, on mats, without the 
door, engaged in various palavers. Mr. T, engaged to 
use his influence in favour of our plan. He said he 
should like it much, and would give us land on the 
Boom, if that river t">3 navigable, and suited us; it 
would belong to the kings to decide whether we should 
have lands for colonies. When we suggested some of 
the advantages of our settlements to the country — su^:h 
as the facility of obtaining goods in exchange for lands, 
and in honourable trade, he said, " then we shall not 
need to catch the people, and sell them, as we have 
done." Mr. K. has often told the headmen, that slave 
ships could not come here much longer. One of the 
people asked Mr. T. "how it could be true, that the 
Americans would let any of the people of colour come 
back to Africa, when they were so eager to buy slaves ?'' 
They appear to consider the slave-vessels, which are 
now at the Gallinas, American, and they undoubtedly 
know. We have said very little on the subject of the 
,'^lave-trade, partly to ascertain their views more per- 
fectly. 

When the people returned from their plantations, just 
at sun-set, laden with baskets and hoes, cassadas, fruits, 
and wood, they came, one after another, to make their 
respects to the strangers. Water was warmed for us 
to bathe, before we retired to sleep. There is truly 
much of the simplicity of patriarchal times among the 
native Africans. 

P. 54.— A canoe with twelve persons, from Bendou to 
the Plantaiii Islands, stopped along side. Two women ap- 
peared to be the principal personages. Some of the wo- 
men have very amiable and intelligent faces. The Afri- 
cans generally appear cheerful and happy. Some of the 
canoes will carry forty persons, and sail about this bay at 
all seasons of the year, with entire safety. Sometimes 
they spread ajmat for a sail. SoiVie use oars, but they ge- 
iieraliy use paddles. This land was once more populous, 
ttis doubtful whether the population is now incrcasingi, 
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tfiengh the proportion of small children is very larsce. — X 
think 1 never saw so great a proportion of healthy active 
children in any country. Great numbers of the youthj, 
and the middle aged are in foreign lands, while the relics 
of Old age, the headmen, and throngs of young childrcH 
are left behind, 

Fara pretends to be waiting for his principal men. — 
He is making inquiries of our interpreters respecting 
our objects. We may well coniide in their representa- 
tions: they are faithful men, and deeply interested in 
our success, 

Fara mentioned to Mr. K. a surprising phenomenon, 
©f which he desired an explanation. A large tree, by 
a pubhc path, well known to have lain on the ground 
fome years, has lately risen up, stands firm and erect, 
and grows green ar*d luxuriant. Mr. K. after some 
consideration, said he thought he could explain it. He 
aaid, " king Fara, his people, and his country, had long 
been prostrated and lain in the dust. They are now be- 
ginning to rise, and if they encourage these people to 
come irom America, we hope they will help to give 
them wisdom and strength." Fara looked grave at the 
explanation, and thought it might be so. 

We had an interview with Fara, and made a brief state- 
ment of our objects and wishes, which he well understood. 
Rango, the chief speaker, replied in a very appropriate 
manner, " We hear you ; we like your words ; may God 
bless you, give you health and long life 5 may he bless 
Kizeil, Martin, and the Caulkers too, because they 
were good in coming to introduce you. W c shall not 
gay much now : Fara, you see, is young, a boy ; he will 
stand behind Sherbro, and will speak the same word as 
his father. We have not talked with Sherbro — yon 
lhave ; you have seen Caulker, Tucker, Soyarrah, &c. 
—they have otFered you lands : — which do you fancy 
tnost ? When a man wants a Avife, and goes to a father 
who has many daughters, he tells the father w^hich he 
likes best," &c. We told him that we had not seen all 
parts of the country yet. and were not prepared to 
make a ^^elcction *, nor could we let the kings know our 
choice until we shoaid return to our country. He said^ 
we were at liberty to go any where ; the country wag 
large, xnany parts where no people lived were very 



^od land — the banks of the Yaltucker were fertile, 
and had a few people ; the Bagroo country was wide and. 
vacant." He thanked us for our present, and Mr. K. 
for bnnging us to Sherbro. He said he knew we should 
write all his words in our books, so we must hear true 
and write straight, (laying his palaver brush fiat and 
straight on the ground.) They said it was a custom 
of their country, when strangers came, to pour a little 
wine on the graves of their fathers, and say ' good stran- 
C!:8r3 have come to us, O, bless good strangers,' &c. and 
they wanted a little wine to pour at the root of the tree, 
once fallen, now standing erect," 

The Managers forbear to swell this note by other ex- 
tracts from the same journal : but cannot conclude it 
without referring to the concurrent opinion of all the 
African authorities which they have consulted in favour 
of the practicability of civilizing, as well as colonizing 
Africa from the first specific plan of Dr. Smeathman 
down to the present day. The Managers will close this 
note with the following extract from that plan. 

Pages 89, 90. — " Africa lies in climates, which, in 
the other continents produce the richest materials of 
commerce, and its productions are actually similar. — 
The principal are gold, ivory, dying wood, gums, honey, 
wax, ambergris, &c." 

" I have, by observations made in a four years resi- 
dence^ a moral certainty that on a proper plan, a most 
lucrative, safe, and honourable traffick may be * carried 
on to that quarter from Europe. The grain coast from 
its fertihty in rice, would, if a proper vent was opened, 
in a few years produce of that commodity alone, and 
the finest in the world, an immense quantity. And 
pothing is wanted but encouragement to procure great 
quantities of cotton, as fine as the East Indian, and to- 
bacco as the Brazilian ; also, sugar and a species of in- 
digo infinitely superior to that of the west, and various 
drugs, peculiar to Africa, others the usual result of in- 
dustry in those climates," 

" My plan would tend to emancipate and to civilize 
every year several thousands of slaves, to dry up one 
great source of that diabolical commerce ; and, if not 
to produce liberty to the slaves in the West Indies, at 
hjX^t i9 mehoralc their coiiditioa. 
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^ I coneeived this project in Africa, where an indus* 
trious cultivation of the soil, with various excursions^ 
made me well acquainted with the genius, agriculture, 
trade, and arts of the natives. 

It is then very obvious, that by a regular code of 
laws, a well-concerted plan of agricultuxe, manufactures, 
and commerce, and with little more money than would 
buy a cargo of slaves, a free commonwealth might be 
founded, which would be a sanctuary for the oppressed 
people of colour, and gradually abolish the trade in the 
human species. In short, if a community of two or 
three hundred persons were to be associated on such 
principles as constitute the prosperity of civilized na- 
tions, such are the fertility of the soil, the value of' 
its products, and the advantages of such an establish- 
ment, that it must, with the blessing of the Almightyj. 
increase with a rapidity beyond all example. 

"As rice is the finest and most nourishing of all 
grain, and cotton comes into universal demand, we 
shall have two solid objects of commerce on which to 
.exercise our industry. 

" Such are the mildness and fertility of the climate 
and country, that a man possessed of a change of clorh- 
ing, an axe, a hoe, and a pocket knife, may soon place 
himself in an easy situation. All the clothing want- 
ed is what decency requires ; and the earth turned up 
of two or three inches, with a slight hoe, produces any 
kind of grain. These favourable circumstances com- 
bined with the peaceable temper of the natives, pro- 
mise the numerous advantages resulting from the quiet 
cultivation of the earth, and the exportation of its pro- 
ductions, which may be very advantageously exchanged 
for European manufactures. 

" An opportunity so advantageous may never be of- 
fered to them (people of colour) again ; for they and 
their posterity may enjoy perfect freedom, settled in a 
country congenial to liieir constitutions, and having the 
«neans, by moderate labour, of the most comfortable 
livelihood, they will find a certain retreat from tl^ir 
former sufferings.'^ 



(G.) 

The 9peec1i of Mr. Clay, which will be found in the first Annual Re- 
port of the Managers, closes with these remarks: 

Further, several of the slave-holding slates already 
had, and perhaps ail of them would, prohibit entirely^ 
ennandipation, without some such outlet was created. A 
sense of their own safety required the painful prohibition* 
Experience proved that persons turned loose, who were 
neither freemen nor slaves, constituted a great moral evil 
threatening to contaminate all parts of society. Let the- 
colony once be successfully planted, and legislative bodies, 
who have been grieved at the necessity of passing those ' 
prohibitory laws, which, at a distance, might appear to 
atain our codes, will hasten to remove the impediments 
to the exercise of benevolence and humanity. They will 
annex the condition that the emancipated &hall leave tho 
country ; and he has placed a false estimate upon liberty, 
who believes that there are m.any who would refuse th4 
boon, when coupled even with such a condition. 

Mr. Claj had, before, subndtted to the Society the following motion t 

On motion of Mr. Clay, a letter of Thomas Jeffersort', 
late President of the United States, was read, which he 
understood was in the hands of some one present, and 
would show that the importance of such an instihition 
had been long since duly appreciated, and had received 
the approbation of that illustrious individual. 



€opy of a letter from Thomas Jefferson, late President pf the United 

States, to John Lynd. 

MONTICELLO, JAN, 21, 1811, 

SIR — You have asked my opinion on the proposition 
of Ann Mifilin, to take measures for procuring, on the 
coast of Africa, an cstabUshmcnt to which the people of 
colour of these States might, from time to time, be colo= 
nized, under the auspices of different governments. Hav« 
ing long ago made up my mind on this subject, I have no 
hesitation in saying, that J have ever thought that the 
most desirable measure wbich could be adopted for gra- 
dually drawing oiY this part of our population.j Most 
advantageous for themselves as well as for us ; going from 
a country possessing all the useful arts, they might be the 
imeans of transplanting them among the inhabitants of 
Africa ; and v/ould thus carry back to tho country of their 



©rigin the seeds of civilization, which might render theic 
sojoarniixent here a blessing, m the end, to that country* 
I received in the first year of my entering into the 
administration of the general government, a letter from 
the governor of Virginia,* consulting me, at the request 
of the le^i^islature of the state, on the mpans of procuring 
some such asylum to which these people might be occa- 
sionally sent* I proposed to him the establishment of 
Sierra Leone, in which a private company in England 
had already colonized a number of negroes, and particu- 
larly the fugitives from these States during the revolu- 
tionary war : and at the same time suggested, if that 
could not be obtained, some of the Portuguese posses- 
sions in South America as most desirable. 

The subsequent legislatui'e approving these ideas, I 
wrote the ensuing year (1802) to Mr. King, oiuMninister 
in London, to endeavour to negotiate with the Sierra 
Leone company, and induce them to receive such of these 
people as might be colonized thither. He opened acor- 
rospondence with Mr. W — and Mr. Thornton, secre- 
tary of the company, on the subject; and, in 1803, i re- 
cei V ed, through Mr. King, the result, which was, that the 
colony was going on in but a languishing condition ; that 
the funds of the company were likely to fail, as they 
received no return of profit to keep them up 5 that they 
were then in treaty with the government to take the 
establishment off their hands ; but, that in no event should 
they be willing to receive more of these people from the 
United States, as it was that portion of the settlers who 
had gone from the United States, who, by their idleness 
and turbulence, had kept the settlement in constant danger 
of dissolution, which couldnot have been prevented, but for 
the aid of the Maroon negroes, from the West Indies, who 
were more industrious and orderly than the others, and 
supported the authority of the government and its laws. 

1 think I learned, aftemards, that the British govern- 
ment had taken the colony into their own hands, and, I 
believe, it still exists. 

The effort which I made with Portugal to obtain an 
establishment from them, withi|i their colonies in Soutk 
America, proved also abortive. 

You inquired further whether I would use ray endea- 
vours to procure such an establishment secure against 

* Mr. Monrcve^ now President, of the Uaited States. 
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violence from other powers, and particularly the French, 
Certainly, i shall be willing to do any thing to give it 
effect and safety- 

But I am but a private individual, and could only use 
endeavours with individuals. Wiiereas the national 
government can address themselves at once to tiiose of 
Europe to obtain the desired security, and wiil, unques- 
tionably, be ready to exert its intiuence with those na- 
tions to elFect a!i obiect so benevolent in itself, and so 
important to a great a portion of its constituents. Indeed, 
nothina; is more to be wished than that the Uiiited States 
would, themselves, undertake to make such an eslablish- 
ment on the coast of Africa. 

Exclusive of motives of humanity, the commercial ad- 
vantages to be derived from it might defray ail its ex- 
penses ; but for this, the national mind is not prepared. 
It may, perhaps, be doubted, whether many of these 
people would voluntarily consent to such an exchange of 
situation, and but few of those who are advanced to a cer- 
tain age in habits of slavery, would be capable of govern- 
ing themselves : this should not, however, discourage the 
experin;ent, nor the early trial of it. And propositions 
should be made with all the prudent caution and atten- 
tion re(juisite to reconcile it to the interest, the safety, 
and prejudice of all parties. 

Accept the assurance of my respects and esteem. 

THOMAS JEFFERSON. 



Mr. Mercer, another member of the Society, follow-^ 
ed this motion, with these remarks among others : — 

Many thousand individuals in our native state, you 
well know, Mr. President, are restrained, said Mr. M. 
from manumitting their slaves, as } ou and I are, by the 
melancholy conviction, thit they cannot yield to the sug- 
gestions of humanity, without maihfest injury to their 
country.'' 

The address of the President of the Society at the open- 
ing of the meeting, contain (id the foU owing clauses : — 
" An effort has been unfortunately' made to preiudice the 
minds of the free people of colour a^^ainst this i/h^titutio^J 
which had its origin, it is believed, in an honest desire to 
promote their happiness. A suggestion has been made 
lkt them, which this society disclaims by tha t^vma Qf its 
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constitution, that they are to be constrained to migrate in 
the country which may be selected for the seat of our co- 
!ony» No suspicion can be more unfounded. It is sanc- 
tioned by no declarations or acts of this Society, from 
which, alone, our intentions can be candidly inferred. 

" As little can be apprehended by the proprietor, who 
will not voluntary avail himself of the opportunity, which 
this settlement will alford him of emancipating his slaves, 
without injury to his country. The effect of this insti- 
tution, if its prosperity shall equal our wishes, will be 
alike propitious to every interest of our domestic society ; 
and should it lead, as we may fairly hope it will, to the 
slow, but gradual abolition of slavery, it will wipe from 
our political institutions, the only blot which stains them 5 
and in the palliation of which, we shall not be at liberty 
to plead the excuse of moral necessity, until we shall 
have honestly exerted all the means which we possess 
for its extinction." 

To these let there be added, the following extracts 
from a letter of one of the Vice-Presidents, maior p;ene- 
ral Robert Goodloe Harper, addressed to the Secretary 
of the Society, printed as part of the first annual report, 
and circulated with it. 

" Gr^at, however, as the benefits are, which we may 
thus promise ourselves, from the colonization of the free 
people of colour, by its tendency to prevent' the discon- 
tent and corruption of our slaves, and to secure to them 
a better treatment, by rendering them more worthy of it, 
there is another advantage infinitely greater, in every 
point of view, to which it may lead the way. It tends, 
and may powerfully tend, to rid us gradually and entirely, 
in the United States, of slaves and slavery : a great moral 
and political evil, of increasing virulence and extent, 
from which much mischief is now felt, and very great 
calamity in future is justly apprehended. It is in thig 
point of view, I confess, that your scheme of colonization 
most strongly recommends itself, in my opinion, to atten- 
tion and support. 

" It is, therefore, obvious, that a vast benefit would be 
conferred on the country, and especially on the- slave- 
holding districts, if all the slave labourers could be gradu- 
aUy and imperceptibly withdrawn from civilization, and 
their place supplied by free white labourers.^ I say g^rfadu- 
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ally and imperceptibly, because, if it were possible to 
withdraw suddenly and at once, so great a portion of the 
effective labour of the ccmmunity, as is now supplied by 
slaves, it would be productive of the most disastrous 
consequences. It would create an immense void, which 
codid not be filled. It would impoverish a great part 
of the community, unhinge the whole frame of society in 
a large portion of the country, and probably end in the 
most destructive convulsions. But it is clearly impossible; 
and therefore we need not enlarge on the evils which it 
would produce. 

" Bui to accomplish this great and beneficial change, 
gradually and imperceptibly, to substitute a free white 
class of cultivators for the slaves, with the consent of 
the owners, by a slow but steady and certain operation ; I 
hold to be as practicable as it would be beneticial ; and I 
regard this scheme of colonization as the first step, in thai 
great enterprize. 

" This great end is to be attained in no other way, than 
by a plan of universal colonization, fou.nded on the con- 
sent of the slave-holders, and of the colonists themselves. 
For such a plan that of the present Colouizalion Society 
opens and prepares the way, by exploring the ground, 
selecting a proper situation, and planting a colony, which 
may serve as a receptacle, a nursery, and a school for 
those that are to follow. It is in this point of view that I 
consider its benefits as the most extensive and important, 
though not the most immediate." 

From the preceding extracts from the first annual 
report of the American Colonization Society, the public 
may decide whether the charge be as true, as it has been 
gravely affirmed that, "-^ in the constitution and proceed- 
ings of the the American Colonization Society, or in the 
avowed sentiments of its members, there can be discerned 
nothing friendly to the abolition of slavery in the United 
States." 

It would go far towards extinguishing the prejudices 
existing in the northern sections of the Union, if the fact 
were generally known, that in the two slave-holding 
states of Maryland and Virgirua, where so many motives 
of policy conspire to retard, or to prevent emancipation, 
there were sixty -three thousand free people of colour at 
the cens^us of 1810: ihat within a few years past, more 



i 



106 



than five hundred slaves have heen emancipated in Vir- 
giiiia, by tSiree individuals only ; one of whom was for- 
merly the private secretary of President Madison. 

When it is recollected that ail the free people of colour 
south of Pennsylvania, owe their liberation to the vol- 
untary ACTS of tlieir former masters, it will not be deemed 
an axti-a /agaJit deduction, to infer from these flicts that, 
whea, by colonizing the free people of colour, every poli- 
tical restraint noon emancipation shall have been re- 
moved, there wi]i be found no sordid impediment to the 
coloni'.'.ation of Africa, in the propensities of the southern 
proprietor. 

To be successfully prosecuted, this labour of humanity 
must be prudently begun, and temperately pursued. 
The free people of colour who have been long emanci- 
pated, will always furnish the best description of colonists. 
Before this stock is exhausted, by emigration, voluntarj 
emancipation will furnish, annually, as n^any colonists as 
it would be prudent to withdraw within the year, from 
the labour of America, or to plant in Africa. 

Such, indeed, for--the last thirty or forty years has been 
the disposition of mauy individuals in the southern states, 
to emancipate their slaves, and so maiiy have actually 
been ema scipated, that the diiferent legislatures, con- 
sulting for the general i:;ood, a.<d deeming it highly inju- 
rious to the co5j.rnu!)ity thac such numbers of degraded 
bei gs witiiout e lucatioa aiid without property, should 
be tiirown upon socirtty, have entirely prohibited tlie right 
of emancipation to individuals, except on the condition of 
se.)di;ig their slaves into some otije?' state. The states of 
Pennsylva.'iia aiid Ohio ai e tiie nearest asylums which will 
receive such ; and accordingly the live hundred mention- 
ed abov^', ha^ e bfcn directctd to these states. But we 
w^ouid ask, vvliat is the probability of their ever acquir- 
inr in'o-)eriv or boomiiiii; respeclabie. A letter from a 
gCirtiunian in the tntcrioi' of Pennsylvania informs us, 
that he met a]>oat sivty of ti.ese poor wanderers in the 
pub.lc road, <2;oing they knew eot wji.:'re, in search of a 
home, and with very little probability of fn<dii»g employ- 
me;-! atatinK^ Wke ihc present, and in a country already 
ov«''/Tun with for:':gr.crs, who are soliciting labour at the 
rao: ■■ redficci; pi'ices. 

Ti'C reinai i'n<{ portion of the five hundred were sent 
to OhiOj where lands were purchased for them, and on 
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which they are settled ; but it is much to be feared from 
the pubhcatioiis which have appeared in the papers in 
that slate, that they will not even be permitted to remain 
there ; at any rate it is highly probable the gentlemen of 
Virginia and Maryland will not iong be permitted to avail 
themselves of such an asylum, nor is it reasonable to 
expect it. 

And can we not find some spot on this large globe 
which will receive them kindly, and where they maj 
escape those prejudices which, in this country, must ever 
keep them inferior and degraded members of society ? 

The American Colonization Society hopes to prove 
that Africa is large enough, and Africans willing enough to 
receive them. It hopes to hold out much stronger temp- 
tations to emancipation in future, than has been done in 
the past, by providing a country which shall be a country 
of real freedom to them* 

if emancipation is still going on, notwithstanding all 
the restrictions, and by evasions of the laws, and while 
the condition of the free men of colour aJOTords so httle 
inducement to the master to discard from his care those 
who depend upon him for protection, what may not be 
expected if Africa should prove to be to them what Ame- 
rica is to us — a land of plenty and of freedom. 

The Managers of the Society from the repeated assur- 
ances which have been given by respectable individuals, 
as well as by what has actually occurred, are firmly per- 
suaded that this effect will be produced, and that many 
will, so soon as the Society shall deem it proper to per- 
mit such a step, place under its direction those whom 
they no longer wish to retain in servitude. 

It may not be improper here to mention by way of 
showifig the desiralleness of such a colony, that a very 
short time since a gentleman in England, who fell heir 
to a large number of slaves in one of our southern states, 
and had vainly tried to have them emancipated in that 
state, on hearing of the American Colonization Society, 
wrote to inquire concerning it, with the full determination 
of ob^ ying the impulses of his heart, and through the 
medium of that institution, giving freedom to his slaves • 
but unfortunately for the cause of humanity, the infor- 
mation which was received, re]n-esented the Society as 
one which would never jjroceed fui-lher than its first 
formation., and induced him, in despair of being able to 
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accomplish his wishes, to do what he had for years eil- 
deavoureu to avoid, direct them to be sold. We' are 
thus particular in these statements, in order to justify the 
Society from the charge of mere selfish design to dismisi 
from our country those already free, in order that the 
remainder may be held in a more secure and rigorous 
servitude. We are firmly persuaded that nothing is 
wanting out a suitable country and proper facilities to 
induce hundreds and thousands of southern proprietors 
to offer to hundreds and thousands of their slaves the 
«hoice between bondage in America, or freedom in x4frica. 
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Last account of Sierra Leonf , 

In the Report are many interesting particulars respecting Western At' 
yica. The coni;aued prosperity of the establishment at Sierra Leons 
holds out to our American Colonization Society greater encouragement 
than all tiie arguments and speculations in the world. 

When we consider this little kingdoir, which now contains more than 
ten thousand inhabitants, formed within a few years, as it were, out of 
chaoSf and contemplate its rapid improvement, its regular government, 
its churches, its schools, its Bible and .'Viissionary Societies, its printing; 
establishment with a weekly Gazfjtte, and even its native Mibsionaries 
Jilready going forth to preach the gospel to their b^niighled brethren, 
•we are filled with pleasing anticipations that the time is near at hand 
when the light of Truth shall penetrate and dispel even that Egyptian 
darkness in which Africa is enveloped. 

Witn this example before us, and the said that is promised from above, 
we have a positive assurance of success in the benevolent entcrprize 
which has been undertaken by the American Colonization Society. 

Climate of Western Africa, 

On the subject of climate, however, the committee 
beg to state that much misapprehension prevails : partly, 
from the exaggerations which have appeared ; and partly 
from the fatal elFects of a want of strict and watchful 
attention, on the part of new comers, to the requisite 
rules and cautions. The colony, it is said, is not sub- 
ject to the usual proportion of deaths occurring in the 
West hidies, while it has greatly the advantage of those 
Islands in its freedom from hurricanes and contagious 
diseases. 

Population, Schools, and improvements in Sierra Leone. 

The ofiicial returns of population, amount to 10,014 
persons, and the schools contain 2104 scholars. The 
national System has been introduced into all the schools. 
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Of the improvements in the Colony, the report thus 

The roads and puhlic and private huildings are in a 
state of rapid increa e and inriprovement. In a survey 
of these improvements which has appeared in the Sierra 
Leone Gazette, it is said, in speaking of those which 
were carrying on in the country Parishes — 

" They have heen achieved by the labour of liberated 
negroes alone, under the direction of their respective 
ministers aiid superintejidents. The royal munificence 
and the national liberality have pursued, with great 
cost and perseverance, the generous object of the de- 
liverance and civilization of the once devoted victims 
of bi)rbarism and bondage ; and we can anticipate, with 
delijj:ht, the subjime gratification which the friends and 
supporters of this great cause will derive from seeing, 
so soon, such excellent practical confirmations of their 
hopes and reasonings — such benign fruits of their zeal 
and exertions. We trust, that as Providence has bles- 
sed most of the illustrious leaders of that great cause 
with length of days to behold this heavenly harvest 
of their toil and devotion, they all — and if we might 
name any one in particular, Mr. Wilberforce especially 
— may be long preserved to enjoy the permanent and 
constantly increasing glory, which must result from so 
ample and solid a commencement of social and religious 
good as these liberated negroes exhibit in the bosom of 
Africa — in the favoured seat of that vast engine of Af- 
rican degradation and desolation, the slave trade." 

The committee enter into these details respecting the 
state and progress of the colony of Sierra Leone, be- 
cause that remuneration which this country owes to 
Western Africa for its wrongs, and in the payment of 
w4iich the Society is labouring to take a share, is most 
intimately dependent on the growth and the moral enei^- 
gy of this colony. 

Anniversary of the Sierra Leone Bible Society. 

At the annual meeting of the Auxiliary Bible Society 
for the colony and its dependencies, held at the court 
house, ou the Gth of January, his excellency the gov- 
ernor in the chair, his excellency stated tiiat he wa* 
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Hilly convinced, that very great and essential benefits 
had already been derived to the colony from the Socie- 
ty ; and was confident that it would extend more and 
more, and unite men of all reli0ous and denominations 
in brotherly love and christian charity. 

It appeared from the Report, that the committee had 
visited, according to the suggestion of the late lamented 
secretary of the Society, the Rev. William Garnon 
from house to house, in Freetown, to ascertain the want 
of the Scriptures and the ability to read them : of 240 
christian fairiiiies which had been visited, scarcely one 
was found without some one who could read, and above 
400 bibles and testaments vv'ere ascertained to be in use 
among them : this visitation had nearly doubled the 
number of subscribers : the most respectful attention 
was shown to the objects of the Institution ; and the 
committee, to use their own words, " in witnessing the 
domestic comforts and good habits of the people, re- 
joiced to behold the beneficial influence of the divine 
book, affording the strongest inducements to all clossea 
to aid its more ample diffusion.^' In little more than 
two years, considerably more than 300 pounds had beea 
contributed. 

Sierra Leone Church Missionary Society. 

The committee have much pleasure in reporting the 
formation of a Missionary Society in Sierra Leone, in 
aid of the Parent Society. At a meeting of the Mis- 
sionaries, held in October, this measure was resolved 
on, when it was determined that each missionary should 
endeavour, so far as he might deem it prudent, to col- 
lect contributions at his station. The sum of 68/. 4-s, lid, 
has been paid to the Society, as the first contrib*jtions 
of its labours and their negroes. It is a most grateful 
return for the Society's anxieties and exertions, io find 
the objects of its successful care now eager to assist, ac- 
cording to their means, in sending that gospel i^- their 
countrymen which has proved a blessing to themselves. 

Excursions among the Natives. 

The governor has expressed his wish that the colo- 
ny should become " a focus of Christianity," for the 
benefit cf the neighbouring tribes. The committee re- 



j^ice to see that it is beginning to answer to this charac^ 
ter. It is, indeed, highly desirable, as the late Mr. Gar- 
non urged, that " there should be not only a sufScient 
number of labourers for the different towns in the colo- 
ny, but two or three supernumeraries, in case of sick- 
ness or death ; and to enable one another, by turns, to 
push forth, in the dry season, among the natives, to 
preach the gospel to Ihem.'' 

Two excursions had been takeuy with a view to ex- 
amine the state of the districts bordering on the colony. 

In the first, Mr. Johnson and Mr. Gates, accompanied 
hy William Tamba, one of the communicants at Ke- 

fent's Tov^^n, and other natives, walked about 140 miles. 
Villiam Tamba several times addressed his country- 
men, with much effect, in their native tongues. 

Mr^ Johnson and Mr. Gates were so satisfied of the 
advantages likely to result from the natives' being ad- 
dressed by their couiitrymen, in the manner in which 
William Tamba had addressed them, that both he and 
William Davis were taken, by the missionaries;, into the 
service of the Society. Mr, Yvm. Randle, an English- 
man, who gave the most satisfactory evidence of right 
principles and character, was engaged as a schooimas" 
ter» 

A second journey was in contemplation. It was in* 
tended that Mr. Gates, accompanied by William Tamba^ 
William Davis, and others, should travel down the coast 
as far as the Bassa country, about 4<)0 miles from the 
colony. William Tamba speaks all the tongues used 
in the greater part of this route, and WilUam Davis 
IS himself a native of the Bassa country. 

The Society will, doubtless, highly approve these jour- 
neys. It is by the constant repetition of such excur- 
sions, that the surrounding tribes must be brought gradu- 
ally acquainted with that best blessing of man, which it 
will be the glory of Sierra Leone to be the medium of 
communicating to them. 

And let it be considered for a moment how remark- 
ably the Providence of God seems to be preparing in- 
struments for this service, by over-ruling that wicked 
traffick in human beings to subserve the purposes of his 
©wn glory. "We have converts," Mr. Johnson writes 
respecting his christian negroes atilej^ent's Town, "©f 
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almost all of the nations about us ; even from the hanks of 
the famous and unexplored river Niger — some from va- . 
rious countries beyond Tombuctoo." Tlie slave trade 
may endanger the safety of natives in the$e journeys, 
unless accompanied by Europeans ; nor would it be 
prudent, for the present, that natives should travel with- 
out Europeans, till they have acquired experience : but 
the time is not far distant, as your committee hope, 
when the country will be open to the labours of well-in- 
structed and able native teachers. In the mean time 
there .is no diihculty in these journeys of investigation.- 
" 1 am. fully persuaded," Mr. Johnson writes, " that an 
European, accustomed to the climate, may go through 
any part of Africa, if he go as a beggar, and give 
no presents— an evil that has been too much counte. 
nanced." 

Christian Inslitutloh, at Leicester Mountain. 

Twenty-five of the most promising boys have' been 
s^elected from the Christian Institution at Leicester 
Mountain, for the purpose of receiving a superiour edu- 
cation. 

Some idea may be formed of the extent to which 
these labours may, in time, be carried, by considering 
the fact, that, in Regent's Town alone, there are na- 
tives of twenty different nations, ail varying from one 
another in language, but now holding intercourse among 
themselves and with their christian teachers, by n^eans 
of that common tongue which they have imperfectly ac- 
quired in that state of freedom to which they have ar- 
rived. At present, indeed, their knowledge of Enghsh 
is too hmited to render them competent instructors of 
their own languages. For the accurate acquisition of 
these tongues, particularly in the pronunciation, it will 
be necessary to travel frequently, or to reside some 
time among the natives where the respective langua- 
ges are best understood and spoken. As the native 
tongues shall, by these means, become well understood, 
and shall be reduced to writing on fixed principles, and 
able teachers of them provided, then will the Christian 
Institution come into most important action, in the pre- 
paration and printing elementary books and the Scrip- 
tures, and the supply of competent teachers to the dif> 
ferent tribes?. 



/The cultivation of the Arabic language will be ano- 
ther important branch of labour in tlie Institution. Na- 
tives well prepared in that tongue will be received with 
respect in all parts of the country, and will have a me- 
dium of , connnunication with Mahomedahs wherever 
foundj on the coast or in the interior ; and, being pre- 
viously mast .rs of, the questions between Christians and 
Mahomedans, will be the means, doubtless, of both pre- 
serving and rescuing many from the delusions of the irn« 
postor. 

Regent's To\vii» 

The Report gives the following details respecting 
the schools : 

The scholars, both adults and children, which wer^i 
stated in the last Report to amount to 409, were in- 
creased, at midsummer, to 499, and that number given 
in the official return of January last. This number 
consisted of 127 boys and 108 girls; with 184 men and 
bovs, and 80 women, in eveniuir schools.. 

With a view to (pialify them lo become teachers of 
their countrymen, several of the communicants receive 
extra instruction. Will Tamba, David Noah, and Wil- 
liam Davis, arc very diligent and make good progress- 
Mr. Johnson writes — 

" You will see how much 1 stand in need of assistance. 
I have now the boys and girls under my continual care^ 
We have buiU. two school iiouses •, one seventy by thirty- 
feet; and the other sixty-four by thirty." 

On the fourth of January an examination of the 
schools took place, before the govcrnoi', and many of the 
principal persons of the colony. His excellency ad-, 
dressed them with his accustomed benevolence, and- ex- 
pressed the highest gratihcation at their progress ; urg- 
ing the adults, in particular, to assist, w4th Zealand alacr. 
rity, in teaching those of their couiitrymen who had uoi 
such opportunities as themselves. The men, women, 
and children present, owed to Great Britain, under the 
bles'^ing of God, every thing that could dignify man: 
they were emancipated from slavery ; jiud, above ^il 
other bcnciits, they were educated iii thfi principle^ of 
C'hristianity. " Henceforth then.'- said his cxceiAuicy, 
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worship God, as Christians; and stvvt, as Britons^ 
the country and the king," 

Of the rapid advance of the people in civihzation, the 
Report thus speaks : — 

The inriprovement in the external condition of the 
people is very rapid, and demonstrates the energy and 
happy influence of those principles vrhich begin to pre- 
vail amone them. 

Mr. Johnson writes — - 
1 have cleared, with the boys, about twenty acrea 

land, which are planted with cassadas, yams, cocoa, 
plantains, bananas and coffee. 1 hope we shall soon 
be able to support, in good part at least, the boys and 
girls, with our own produce." 

The committee cannot withhold the following honour- 
able testimony, added in the same Report : 

" Let it be considered, that no more than three or 
four years have passed, since the greater number of Mr. 
Johnson's population were taken out of the holds of 
slave ships : and who can compare their present condi- 
tion with that from which they were rescued, without 
seeing manifest cause to exclaim — The hand of Hea- 
ven is in this !" Who can contrast the simple and sm- 
tcve Christian worship which precedes and follows their 
daily labours, wit]> the grovelling and malignant super- 
atitions of their original state, their greegrees, their red- 
water, their witchcraft, and their devils' houses, without 
feeling and acknowledging a miracle of good, which the 
immediate interposition of the Almighty alone could 
have wrought ? And what greater blessing could man 
or nation desire or enjoy, than to have been made the 
instruments of conferring such sublime benefits on the 
most abject of the human race ? 

" If any other circumstance could be required to 
prove the immediate interposition of the Almighty, we 
have only to look at the plain men and simple means 
employed in bringing about the miraculous conversion 
that we have recorded. Does it not recall to mind the 
first diffusion of the Gospel by the Apostles themselves ? 
T'nese thoughts will occur to strangers, at remote dis- 
taiiCG, wheh they hear these things ; and must they not 
occur much iiiore forcibly to us who have these tbinge 
constantly before our eyes 
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(I.) 

Ill a former note a vindication will be foftnd of the 
sk)il, ciimate, and sali^ritj of tropical Africa/, the follow- 
ing extracts frem the second report of the African instil 
tutlon, and from other r^^spectable authorities, are de- 
signed to illustrate the variety and value of the produc- 
tions of that region. 

Report of a Cornmittee of the African Institutioa. 

" The Committee think that it may be of use to enum<5- 
rate in this place, for the information of the subscribers^ 
what other articles there are, which Africa may be ex- 
pected to furnish as a return to the British merchant 
for the goods he may send thither. 

"The first they will specify is gold^ This precioug 
metal is found in many parts of Africa, sometimes in 
small lumps, in a pure state ; but for the niost part it ig 
procured by merely washing, with care, the sand taken 
from the bed of the river. The quantity obtained in 
this way, indeed, will barely pay for the labour required 
to ^ee it from the sand. It nevertheless proves the ex-? 
istence of gold mines in that country, which, it is pre- 
snmed, may be found and opened, should the advancing 
civilization of Africa admit of that free intercourse whieb 
would give an opportunity to European mineralogists of 
exploring this source of wealth. 

" Ivory has hitherto formed, next to slaves, the largest 
branch of African commerce, and its quantity will, of 
course, not be lessened by the new circumstances in 
which Africa is placed 

" Bees wax may be obtained in every part of Africa ; 
and in some places, particularly the rivers Gambia and 
Gaboon, it forms a considerable part of the present ex^ 
ports. It might, of course, be greatly increased by en- 
couraging the rearing of bees. 

" Dye-woods, of various kinds, including camwood, 
barwood, and fustick, are now exported, the two first in 
considerable quantities, from Africa. Requiring no pre- 
vious cultivation, but only to be cut down in order to be 
brought to market, and thus affording a present tempta- 
tion to exertion, the commerce in articles of this descrip- 
tion has not been equally affected by the slave-trade,, as 
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ihe e«)mmerce in those articles whicli require previous 
culture, and the profits of which are remotely prospec- 
tive. Without doubt, however, when the ^intercourse 
with the interior of Africa shall become more open and 
secure, not only may the trade in the dye-woods already 
specified be increased, but other valuable dye-woods^ 
will probably be discovered. 

" Many kinds of timber are likewise produced in Af- 
rica, which are supposed to be well adapted for the usq 
of cabinet makers, inlayers, and shipwrights. The im- 
portation of these is discouraged by the high duties pay- 
able on unrated woods, amounting at present to about '27 L 
per cent, ad valorem^ 

'' Potash might also be procured from Africa : the clear*- 
ing of the forests would, of course, sup| ly materials for 
the manufacture of thiy usefoi article. 

Gum senega and gum copal are now imported into 
this country from Africa, in a quantity nearly equal to- 
the demand. Besides these, there are many other 'gums, 
in Africa, which, if properly examined, might prove use- 
ful, both to our manufacturers and chemists. Gums, as 
was observed in the case of dye-woods, require no culti- 
vation, and hardly any labour to prepare them for market, 

" Palm oil, which is useful in the manufacture of soaj^ 
may be obtained in considerable quantities. 

" Indigo grows wild in almost every part of the Africaa 
coast, and might, therefore, easily be brought into cuiti- 
Tation. Almost all the indigo which is now consumed in 
Europe, is imported from the East Indies, vmder the dis^ 
advantages of a voyage more than thrice as long as that 
from Africa. Besides the indigof there is another plant 
which the natives use as a blue dye, which appears to 
impart a more indelible colour, and which, should it stand 
the test of experiment, might also be cultivated. 

Rice forms the principal food of the Africans, and 
might doubtless becom.e an article of export, for the sup^ 
ply of the West Indies and Europe. 

Several varieties of coffee, one of a kind not inferior, 
it is supposed, to the Mocha, are found growing wild in 
the mountains of Sierra Leone. The cultivation of this 
jarticle has been begun at that colony, and promises to 
jsucceed. It may theuce be extended to every part of 
tike contiijent. 



Sugar cane of an excellent qiialitj grows with hardlj; 
'any culture, in many parts of Africa. The committee 
do not recommend this, at the present momentj as art 
article to be cultivated with a^view to exportation." Still 
its existe:hcc and luxuriant growth, serve to#«how what 
are the capabilities of that country. ' 

" Malaguetta pepper, an article in considerable de- 
mand, groWB Wild in great abundance on the windward 
coast. 

" A tarjety of other spiceSj including the cayenne,^ 
ginger, cubebs, cardamums, species of nutmeg, and cin- 
namon, are found in Africa, and might be cultivated with 
advantage. 

"Cantor oil, musk, and various other d^gs, miglit 
also be brought thence, together with the Indian arrow 
root, tapi(lca, and ^ago. . ^ 

" Tob|icco is cultivated on a small scale, in various parts 
of Africa, and might, if it were desirable, be cultiyated 
still more extensively. ■ 

A few hides are now imported from the river Gambia : 
the number will doubtless inci*ease, as cattle can be 
more securely reared. 

" Sponge may also be procured thence. 

" But besides the articles thus enumerated, as already- 
existing in Africa, there are others of a very vnluable 
kind, such as opium, which might easily be transported 
thither. The cochineal and the silk worm might also 
be r<sared there. In short, it may be said that there are 
no articles, produced between the tropics, which may not 
be naturahzed in that part of western Aftica, which has 
hitherto been the theatre of the slave-trade. 

"It is hardly necessary to add, that all the difTerent 
fruits, esculeiit roots, ai:d grain, which grow in other tro- 
pical countries, are raised there ; such as cocoa nuts^ 
limes, lemons, oranges, plantanes, bananas, papaws, 
s^uavas, melons, pine apples, cashew nuts, tamarinds, 
pumpkins, yams, cassada, eddoes, Indian corn, millet, 
&;c. Few of the fruits which have been . mentioned,, 
however, could be made to form any part of a return 
cargo, on account of the length of the voyage, except m- 
the shape of pickles or preserves. 

"jThe committee have omitted to mention several 
jiirtieles^ which, though they may afford advantageous. 
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Utodes of employing the labour of Africa, yet will not 
furnish an export to Europe ; such as salt, whieh is now 
Uianufactured to a small extent on the sea coast, (for 
the purpose of supplying the interior, where it is in 
high dem*lud^) and the quantity of which might be much 
enlarged ; and the fruit of the cola tree, so famed for its 
tome qualities, as to be carried by the satees, or travel- 
ling mei^ebarits, from the neighbourhood of Sierra Leone, 
to every part of the contineKt, even to Egypt and Abys- 
tinia. 

'^ Notwithstanding the encouraging detail which has 
now been given, it may perhaps be objected, that the 
hope of creating any considerable trade in the, produc- 
tions of Africa is proved to be delusive by past experi- 
ence. ' lAhe capabilities of that quarter of the globe,* 
it may be said, ' are such as they have l>een represented 
to be, what has prevented the development of them 
ditring the long period which has elapsed since the com- 
mencement of bur intercourse with it ; *and particularly, 
as of late the efforts of the Sierra l^eone Company have 
been directed to that object ?^ The grand obstacle, most 
■unquestioably, has bee a— the trade in slaves. It is this, 
■which, by destroying the security both of person and 
property in every part of Africa, beyond the narrow 
limits of the colony of Sierra S^eone ; by polluting the 
.sources of justice ; by not only exciting wars between 
nations, but raising the arm of every man against his 
neighbour; has paralyzed every elfortof prospective in- 
dustry, and repressed even the desires of cultivating 
more than was wanted for immediate subsistence. The 
truth of this statement is very strikingly exemplified in a 
letter received during the last year from governor Ludlarn, 
in which that gentleman gives an account of the batieful 
effects of* the slave-trade, witnessed by himself, in the 
country on the banks of the river Sherbro, about one 
hundred miles to the southward of Sierra Leone. 

" ' Thus,' he says, ' has this fertile country been ren- 
dered a desert, and its trade, which, when you knew it, 
was so extensive, been almost annihilated. What its 
population was at that time, I have no means of judging ; 
but it must have been considerable. I speak, however, 
within compass, when I say, that some thousands of 
square miles are now without an inhabitant. In this ex- 



113 



tent is included some of the richest land on the wind- 
ward coast. I have never heard a place pointed out 
which equalled Boom in fertility, Mr. Taylor told me, 
that he never saw finer sugar cane in the West Indies, 
than grows wild in Bagroo. And as for the interior 
country hehind the Sherbro, it must also be rich from 
the quantity of rice and cotton cloth they bring down."* 
/. Youngh account of Bulama in Wadstrom?s notes, p. 
309. — " From the aspect of the garden which we made, 
wherein all the esculent vegetables of the European gar- 
dens, as well as sugar canes, plantains, bananas, pine ap- 
ples, the lime, the orange, the guava, the olive, and the 
vine of several species, which the Hankey brought from 
Teneriffe, throve with a luxuriance that seemed marvel* 
lous to Endi4imen who were unacquainted with the 
combined effects of heat and moisture upon rich and 
new land, 

Smeathman'^s Letters in Wadstrom, 2d part, p. 197. 210. 
Africa lies in climates which, in the other continents 
produce the richest materials of commerce, and its pro- 
ductions are actually similar, — The principal are gold, 
ivory, dying wood, gums, honey, wax ambergris, &c. 

" I have, by observations made in a four years' resi- 
dence, a moral certainty that on a proper plan, a most 
lucrative, safe, and honourable traffick may be carried 
on to that quarter from Europe. The grain coast from 
its fertility in rice, would, if a proper vent was opened, 
in a few years produce of that commodity alone, and the 
tinest in the world, an immense quantity. And nothing 
is wanted but encouragement to procure great quantities 
of cotton, as fine as the East Indian, and tobacco as the 
Brazillian ; also, sugar and a species of indigo infinitely 
superior to that of the west, and various drugs, peculiar 
to Africa, others the usual result of industry in those 
climates. 

MpreiHthh Gold Coast, p. 25. — The vegetable produc- 
tions of the coast consist of maize, millet, rice, yams, 
cassada, potatoes, plantains, bananas, guavas, chilees, of 
all kinds, and other tropical fruits. 

* The slave-trade hRving; been completely abolished in Sherbro, that, 
fine i e>j;inn is now open to colonization, free from Uie scourge which »nce 
afflicted and desolated it> 
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The sugar cane grows spontaneously, and to a tol- 
erable size ; and the black pepper has been discovered 
inland. The indigo plant is common in many parts oi' 
the coast, and the cotton shryb may be seen in a wild 
tincultivated state. 

Tuckexps Karrative^ p. SOS.-^Here I learn that they 
have two crops of Indian corn a year. 

Golherry'^s Travels^ vol. ii. p. 242. — Indigo and cot- 
ton grow at their feet without culture. The women 
collect a quantity of cotton sufficient for each family. 

Proceedings of the African Association^ vol. ii. p. 408. 
The sugar-cane grows very abundantly—it is equally 
fine with what is produced in the West Indies. 

Ideyn, p. 411. — Their food is chop, made of yam cut 
in slices, Cayenne pepper, palm oil, and fowl, fish, goat, 
or wild hog. 

Wadstrom, p. 24, of part 2d. — Jt had been ascertained^ 
"beyond a doubt, that the climate and soil of Africa were 
admirab|ly suited to the growth of sugar, spices, coffee^ 
cotton, indigo, rice, and every other species of tropical 
produce. 

Wadstrom, p. 27. — It would be tedious, as well as dif- 
ficult, to enumerate the African plants and woods proper 
for the purposes of cabinet work, dying, and ship-build- 
ijig. 
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The following extract from the discourse of Mr. Per 
ter Williams a coloured man of New-York, while it ex^ 
hibits the genius and piety of the author, and the un- 
common excellence of the man whom he eulogizes, shows 
also the sentiments of the coloured people of the cities 
of New- York and Philadelphia, towards African coloni- 
zation. 

In each of those places, societies of the most intelli- 
gent among them, were formed for the purpose of sup- 
plying Sierra Leone with colonists according to th^ 
recommendation of capt. Paul Cuiiee, It is true that 
some of them have since protested against the Ameri- 
can Colonization Society, but it has been from an ap- 
prehension that unseen mischief lurked in its design;, 
which apprehension, nothing perhaps but time a-iid the 
progress of our plans will be able, entirely, to remove. 



Extract form the discourse of Peter Williams, on the death of capt. Payl 

Culfec. 

Under this impression, he turned his thoughts to the 
British settlement at Sierra Leone ; and, in 1811, find- 
ing his property suflicient to warrant the undeilakiiig, 
and believing it to be his duty to appropriate part of 
what God had e;iven him to the bcneiit of his and our 
unhappy race, he embarked on board of his own briji:, 
manned entirely by persons of colour, and sailed to tiie 
land of his forefathers, in the hope of beuetiting its 
natives and descendants. 

Arrived at the colony, he made himself acquainted 
with its condition, and held a fiumb(;r of conversations 
with the governor and principf^il inlsabitaiits *, in wliich 
he suggested a number of important imjjrovemcnts. — 
Among other things, lie rc.'cornmendcd the lurnnitioji of 
a soci<'ty for tlie purpose- of promoting the interests of 



its members and of the colonists in general ; which mea- 
sure was immediately adopted, and the society named 

The Friend li/ Society of Sierra Leone J^"^ From thence 
he sailed to Engliiiid, where, meeting with every mark of 
attention and re«>pect, he was favoured with an oppor- 
tiiisiiy of opening his views to the board of managers of 
the African Institalion ; who, cordially acquiescing in all 
his plans, gave him authority to carry over from the 
United States a few coloured persons of good charac- 
ter, to instruct the colonists in agriculture and the me- 
chanical arts. A iter this he returned to Sierra Leone, 
carrying with him some goods as a consignment to the 
Friendly Society, to encourage them in the way of trade ; 
which having safely delivered, and given them some 
salutary instructions, he set sail and returned again to 
his native land. 

Thus terminated his first mission to Africa — a mission 
fraught with the most happy consequences ; undertaken 
from the purest motives of benevolence, and solely at 
his own expense and risk. 

Returned to the bosom of his family and friends, 
where every comfort awaited his command, he could 
not think of enjoying repose while he reflected that he 
might, in any degree, administer to the relief of the 
multitudes of his brethren, who were groaning under 
the yoke of bondage, or groping in the dark and horri- 
ble night of heathenish superstition and ignorance. — 
Scarcely had the tirst transports of rejoicing at his re- 
turn, time to subside, before he commenced his pre- 
parations for a second voyage ; not discouraged by the 
labours and dangers he had past, and unmindful of the 
ease which the decline of life requires, and to which his 
long-continued and earnest exertions gave him a pe- 
culiar claim. In the hope of finding persons of the de- 
scription given by the African Institution, he visited 
most of the large cities in the Union, held frequent con- 
ferences with the most reputable men of colour, and 
also with those among the whites who had distinguish* 
ed themselves as the friends of the Africans ; and rc- 
co.nmended to the coloured people to form associations 
for the furtherance of the benevolent work in which he 
•was engaged. The results were., the formation of tw€> 
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societies, one in Philadelphia, and the other in NeW' 
York, and the discovery of a number of proper perso ss, 
who were willuig to go with him and settle in Africa. — 
But, unfortunately, before he found himself in readiness 
for his voyage, the war commenced between this coun- 
try and Great Britain. This .put a bar in the way of 
his operations, which he was so anxious to remove, that 
he travelled from his home at Westport, to the city of 
Washington, to solicit the government to favour his 
views, and to let him depart and carry with him those 
persons and their effects whom he had engaged to go 
and settle in Sierra Leone, He was, however, unsuc- 
cessful in the attempt. His general plan was highly 
and universally approbated, but the policy of the gov- 
ernment would not admit of such an intercourse with an 
enemy's colony. 

He had now no alternative but to stay at home and 
wait the event of the war- But the delay, thus occa- 
sioned, instead of being suffered to damp his ardour, 
was improved by him to the maturing of his plans, and 
extending his correspondence, which already embraced 
some of the first characters in Great Britain and Ameri- 
ca. After the termination of the war, he with all con- 
venient speed prepared for his departure, and in Dec. 
1815, he took on board his brig 38 persons of the dis- 
persed race of Africa ; and after a voyage of 55 days, 
landed them safely on the soil of their progenitors. 

It is proper to remark that capt. C. in his zeal for 
the welfare of his brethren, had exceeded the instruc- 
tions of the institution at London. They had advised 
him not to carry over, in the first instance, more than 
6 or 8 persons ; consequently, he had no claim on them 
for the passage and other expenses attending the remov- 
al of any over that number. But this he had previ- 
ously considered, and generously resolved to bear the 
burden of the expense himself, rather than any of those 
whom he had engaged should be deprived of an oppor- 
tunity of going where they might be so usefully emplo}'^- 
ed. He moreover foresaw, that when these persons were 
landed at Sierra Lcona, it would be necessary to make 
guch provision for the destitute as would support them 
until they were enablcu to provide Ihr rhcinselves. 
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For this also he had to apply to his own resources, so- 
that in this voyage he expended out of his own private 
funds between three and lour thousand dollars^ for the 
beneht of the colony. 

Whether this sum will ever be made up to his heirs, 
is not for me to determine, but whether it is so or not, 
this act of his deserves to be placed on record, and 
handed down to posterity as a proof of the warmth of 
his benevolence, and of the purity and disinterestedness 
of his attachment to the African race. 

On the arrival of capt. Culfee at Sierra Leone, he 
presented his passengeri to the governor, who gave to 
each family a lot of ground in the town, besides from 
30 to 50 acres of land (according to their number) on a 
spot about two miles distant from it. Afterwards, in a 
letter which he wrote to England, (in answer to one 
which he had received, requiriiig him to say what should 
be done for the advantage of the new comers,) he pru- 
dently advised, that a house should be built for the ac- 
commodation of their families on each of their farms. 

His stay at the colony, at this time, was about two, 
months, and when he took his departure, particularly 
from those whom he brought over with him, it was like 
a father taking leave of his children, receiving the 
tokens of their overliowing affection, and with pious 
'admonitions, commending them to the protection of 
God. 

Oh ! never, never to be forgotten scene. When the 
doleful tidings shall be there announced, that he is num- 
bered with the dead, what tears will flow at the recol- 
lection of its every circumstance. 

The exclusion of American vessels from the trade of 
the British colonies, by the late treaty, rendered capt. 
C. (in order that he might prosecute his designs) very 
jsolicitous to obtain a licence for his vessel to trade to 
Sierra Leone. He had, indeed, b^en urged to connect 
himself with the institution of London, and to sail as 
supercargo in British bottoms and to British ports ; but 
with this he was unwilling to comply^ though he knew 
the business would be very lucrative. Considering him- 
self (to use his own phraseology) as a member of the 
whole African family he was unwilling to leave that 
part of it \^'hich w^as in America, in its present state, — ^ 
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" Mj wish," said he^^is for the good of this people 
universally." His last voyage had been undertaken at 
the risk of having his vessel and cargo seized and con- 
demned ; and, though he escaped, he could not think it 
adviseable to run the same hazard again. He, there- 
fore, wrote to his friends in England, to try to obtaia 
a licence for his vessel, and to make some other ar- 
rangements which he deemed necessary for another 
voyage. Whether these arrrangements were ever made, 
I cannot gay, but if they were, it was not until after he 
was seized with that complaint which terminated his la- 
bours and his life. He was taken ill sometime in Feb- 
ruary, and expired on the 7th day of September, m the 
59th year of his age. 

During his illness, the subject of meliorating the con- 
dition of his brethren, continued deeply impressed on 
his mind, and occupied his decaying powers in an ex- 
tensive correspondence with their friends ; and, though 
he was unable to serve them as he had done, he was 
gratified at finding his views adopted by a number of 
the most benevolent and influential men in the Ameri- 
can Union. 

Such was the public character. Such was the warmth 
of his benevolence, the activity of his zeal, and the ex- 
tent of his labours, in behalf of the African race. In- 
deed his whole life may be said to have been spent in 
their service. To their benefit he devoted the acquisi- 
tions of his youth, the time of his later years, and even 
the thoughts of his dying pillow. 

As a private man, he was just and upright in all his 
dealings, an affectionate husband, a kind father, a good 
neighbour, and a faithful friend. Pious without osten- 
tation, and warmly attached to the principles of quaker- 
jsm ; he manifested, in all his deportment, that he was, 
a true disciple of Jesus ; and cherished a charitable dis- 
position to professors of every denomination, who walk- 
ed according to the leading principles of the gospel. — • 
Regardless of the honours and pleasures of the world, iu 
humble imitation of his divine master, he went from 
place'to place doing good, looking not for his reward 
among men, but in the favour of his heavenly father. — 
^hus walking in the ways of piety and usefulness, in 
flie smiles of an approving conscic^nce. and the favou r 



of God ; he enjoyed, through Hfe, an unusual serenity 
and satisfactiou of mind, and when the fatal messenger 
arrived to cut the bonds of mortahty, it found him in 
peace, ready and wilhng to depart, in that solemnly 
interesting period, when nature with him was struggling 
in the pangs of dissolution, such a calmness and sereni- 
ty overspread his soul, and manifested itself in his coun- 
tenance and actions, that the heart of the greatest rep- 
robate, at beholding him, would have responded the 
wish, let me die the death of the righteous, and let my 
last end be like his." 

A short time previous to his exit, feeling sensible that 
it was near, he called his family together to bid them 
adieu. It was an affecting scene. A scene of inex- 
pressible solemnity — of tears and bitter anguish, on the 
one hand, and christian firmness and resignation on the 
other. His wife and children, and several other re- 
latives, being all assembled around him, the good old 
man reached forth his enfeebled hand, and after shak- 
ing hands with each, and given them some pious advice, 
he commended them to the tender mercies of Jehovah^ 
and bade them all a fnial farewell. After this his mind 
seemed almost entirely occupied with the eternal world. 

Not many days hence," said he to one of his neigh- 
hours who came to visit him, " not many days hence, 
and ye shall see the glory of God ; 1 know that my 
works are all gone to judgment before me 5" but he 
subjoined, " it is all well" it is all well." I could 
add many particulars, but it is unnecessary. He is 
gone. He lived the life, and died the death, of a chris- 
tian. He is gone whence he shall never return, and 
where he shall contend no more with raging billows, 
and with howling storms. His voyages are all over, 
he has made his last — and it was to the haven of eter- 
nal repose. 



(L.) 

Sierra Leone, 21st May, 1818, 

Dear Friends and Brethren^ 

" A people scattered and pealed," — " a nation meted 
out and trodden under foot." — We who now write unto 



121 



you are your brethren, who have once laboured und^ 
the same trouble as a great many of you now do ; but 
thanks be to God, through Jesus Christ oiir Lord, he has 
delivered us from aii that trouble. We must know, 
brethren, ail that has befallen us is of God for our good, 
that we may bring the gospel into our country. We were 
not left in darkless as our countrymen were. Brethren, 
you know the land of Canaan was given to Abraham and 
to his seed ; so Africa was given to our forefathers and 
to their children. Brethren, you know that Joseph was 
sold into a strange land wrongfully by his brethren ; and, 
dear friend|, you know many of you were sold wrongfully 
into a strange land : — and you have increased in the land 
where you are. Word was sent by God unto the chil- 
dren of Israel for them to return into the land of Canaan, 
and you have the same word sent unto you to returu 
into your own land. The hand of God is in this busi- 
ness. The children of Israel brought the ark of God into 
their land, and you will bring the gospel into your land. 
The Levites were set apart among them, and you will 
have young men set apart among you. Now let us fol- 
low the word of God. The prophet says, " ye have sold 
yourselves for naught, and ye shall be redeepned without 
money." Again, in another place, " I will give this peo- 
ple favour in the sight of them, and they will let you go," 
It is God who has put it into the hearts of these good 
men to assist you back to your country. Look back, 
and see if ever such a thing was done as you now see. 
Be ye thaiikful to them in America, and be not fearful to 
come to Africa, which is your country by right. If any 
©f you Ihink it proper not to come, and say it is well 
with you, you must remember your brethren who are 
yet in slavery. They must be set free as yourselves. 
How shall they be made free, if not by jour good beha- 
viour and by coming to get a place ready to receive 
them ? Though you are free, that is not your country. 
Africa, not America, is your country and your home. 
Africa is a good country. You will have no trouble to 
raise your children when all things are plenty : you will 
have no want of warm clothing : you will have no need 
of lire-wood, for we have it in abundance ; and here you 
will be looked upon like the blessed creatures of the 
Almighty God, and that bad opinion and contempt which 

16 
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•0tir white brethren harbour, will be quite done away, 
and the whole of us will become a large and wonderful 
nation. We will forget all our former troubles when 
we returti to the land from which our forefathers came. 
The whole of you will have your own lands and houses ^ 
when you cultivate the land, (in which a few horses 
would be an assistance,) you will be supplied with yams, 
cassada, plantains, fowls, wild-hogs, deer, ducks, goats, 
sheep, cattle, iish in abundance, and many other articles, 
good running water, large oysters. In truth, the whole 
country would be happy if they had only the gospel in itj 
to improve the minds of the people. We have travelled 
tip into the country, and have found it to be a very good 
land, and the inhabitants of it to be a very kind sort of 
people to strangers. We hope, dear brethren, that you 
all will br'ng the gospel into this land in its purity and 
Spirit, that the Lord may bless our prosperity. Brethren, 
the men-stealers are all driven out of the country so 
we have nothing to fear from that quarter. Brethren, 
we recommend to your approbation, Samuel J. Mills, 
and Ebenezer Burgess, two worthy ministers -whom the 
good people of America have sent out to seek a place 
for yo'i. They are men worthy of the station they hold, 
full of christian love and purity. We are eye-witnesses 
of their labour for the people. You will therefore please 
to believe their assertions concerning this great work 
which the Lord has begun, and we hope, will fmish with 
speed. Now, brethren, we recommend you to the grace 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God the Fa- 
ther. Amen. 



(Signed) 
JOHH KIZELL, 
WM. MARTIN, 
GEO. DAVIS, 
GEO. LEWIS, 
R. ROBERTSON, 
SAMUEL WILSON, 



PETER MITCHELL 
PERRY LOCKE, 
TFIOS. WLLIAMS, 
JOHN KIZELL, JR. 
POMPEY RUTLEDGE. 



The neighbourhood of Sierra Leone. 
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ijttters and documents^ affording proof of the willingness 
and anxiety af the free people of colour to go to Africa^, 

LETTER FROM THE WABASH* 

To Elias B. Caldwell, Esq. 

Secretary of the American Coionization Society. 

SIR — Being desirous to know the success of the agen% 
returned from Africa, and the proceedings of the honour/- 
able Society of which you are secretary,! request of you 
to send me a few copies of the second annual report. In 
applying for this information I am influenced by the mo- 
tives which actuated me when I presumed to address the 
philanthropic and enlightened president ; and the plea- 
sure I feel in complying with the wishes of a number of 
the free people of colour, for whose benefit I recommend 
the correspondence. Some of them are impatient, and if 
means of migration to the proposed colony, for coloured 
people from the western country, ,were provided, they 
would embrace the earliest opportunity to leave this sec- 
tion of the United States, to go where they are convinced 
they would, under the auspices of the general govern- 
ment, enjoy all those natural and political rights to which 
their talents and industry entitle them, but which are 
prohibited to them in our free states. The wealthiest 
among them have recently disposed of their land, and 
moveable properly that they might be ready to depart; and 
w^ith grievous sensibility informed me, that they might 
escape the danger of being carried away into slave states, 
as a number of their colour have been, notwithstandirig 
the exertions of a few friends among the citizens, who iu 
some cases prevented it, and in several instituted suits 
for the recovery of the unfortunate kidnapped, whieU 
bave not yet been determined. 

I am, &c, 

WM. M'INTOSH. 

Gi'9.nd Rapids, near Palmyra, 

i>VdtQ of Illinois, 14th May, 1819. 
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{The following is an extract of a letter from one of the fre& 
negroes mentioned in the letter of Mr. M'Intosh. 

Lamott, Illinois Territory, July l?th, 1818. 

" I am a free man of colour, have a family and a large 
connection of free people of colour residing on the Wa- 
bash, who are ail willing to leave America whenever the 
way shall be opened. We love this country and its liber- 
ties, if we could share an equal right in them ; but our 
freedom is partial, and we have no hope that it ever will 
be otherwise here ; therefore we had rather be gone, 
though we should suffer hunger and nakedness for years. 
Your honour may be assured that nothing shall be lacking 
on our part in complying with whatever provision shall 
be made by the United States, whether it be to go to 
Africa or some other place ; We shall hold ourselves in 
readiness, praying that God (who made man free in the 
beginning, and who by his kind providence has broken 
the yoke from every white American,) would inspire the 
heart of every true son of liberty with zeal and pity, to 
open the door of freedom for us also, 

I am, &:c. 

ABRAHAM CAMP. 

]g}lias B. Caldwell, Esq. 

Secretary of the Colonization Society of the United Statesl 



'Letter from, the .Petersburg African Missionary Society^ 

Petersburg, Va. 30th April, 1819. 

Dear Sir, 

Having been authorized by the Petersburg African 
Missionary Society of persons of colour, to address you 
in their behalf on the subject of the intended colony in 
iSherbro, permit me, honoured sir, to tell you, that this 
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society has been in existence only seven months, and 
their object is to send forth missionaries to the benighted 
land of Africa ; numbers would be willing to go if they 
could get correct information from you respecting the 
country, and the means of conveyance from this place. 
It is the general opinion among us, that if we could only 
obtain the information from the board of your Society, 
that would give us proper ideas of the site and mode oif 
government, and how we should be protected, that we 
would embrace the opportunity, and prepare to leave our 
adopted, for our colonial, asylum. 

Please answer this as soon as you conveniently can, 
as the people are anxious to hear from you* 

With considerations of the highest esteem and respect^ 
I remain, dear sir, your truly humble servant^ 
JOHN T. RAYMOND, 

Corresp. Sec. Af. Miss. Socs 

To Elias B. Caldwell, Esq. 

Washington City, Dis. Columbia. 



Letter from A. Waugh, Esq, to the Hon, C, F, Mercer, 

Centreville, 2dj June, 1818, 

Dear Sir, 

There is a coloured man in our county, who wishes to 
go to Africa among the first that go. To secure a con- 
veyance as early as possible, he is urging me to present 
him to the notice of the Society. Having no acquaintance 
with the officers of the Society at Washington, I have 
taken the liberty of referring him to you, and it is proba- 
ble you will see him at Loudon court. He is of good 
character, and will be useful in the colony, I have no 
doubt. He is without education, but is an intelligent 
man, of a strong mind, and good understanding, and has 
considerable influence among his acquaintance of colour. 
He thinks he can prevail on nearly one hundred to ac- 
company him, among whom are sevc^ral slaves whose 
masters have promised him to let go. You will be ge 
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^ood as to write him a few lines (directed to me) directs 
ing him how to proceed^ and informing him whether he 
jnay take any person with him who may choose to go-*^ 
when it is hkeJy they will be sent, &c. &c. 

I anij with much esteem, yours, &;c. 

ALEX.'WAUGH. 

P. S« His name is George Bowing, has ten or twelvig 
^ family. 



A letter from a clergyman of high standing in Charles^^ 
ton, South Carolina, informs us that a number of free 
coloured persons oi that place are anxioui: to go, among 
whom are' some of the best intelligence who are to 
be found in that class of persons and who will go a? 
missionaries to Africa. 



JBxtract of a Ifc^ter from a gentleman of the first respectability, in Rich- 
mond, Virgiua, to his friend in Washington, dated December 27thj, 
18i9. 

" I am happy to inform you that from this city, you 
will have some volunteers, 1 know of four families 
whose aggregate number will be from twehe to Mteen 
persons. The heads of these families, are respectable, 
industrious, and pious men. And better materials for 
settling a village in your colony, you could not wish for. 

if these men shall hereafter make a good report of 
their situation, numbers will cheerfully follow them, 

" The men from this city are not poor. They will go 
with the means of providing their famihes with many 
oomforts." 

To these let it be added that every week brings with 
it fresh letters, or evidences of an increasing desire 
on their part to remove to Africa. There are now 
many hundreds in New-York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, 
Richmond, Petersburg and Norfolk, and in the interior 
of ttie several states, who would gladly have joined the 
iirst expedition to Africa. 



^py oT a tetter fVom a respectable gentleman in Vincennes, In the state 
of Incliaua, to the ^lon. Bu3hrod Washingtoa, President of the SocietJ* 
for the Colonization of Blacks. 

SIR— Having hien infomed, through the medium of 
the newspapers, of the formation of the Society to which 
you do honour as President, but either not being iuformeci 
of, or having forgotten the name of the Society, I take 
tlie liberty to address this letter to you, recjuesting you 
to send ii: to the secretary or other proper officer, whose 
business it is to receive communications. 
' I feel a deep interest in your Society, and highly ap- 
prove the patriotic and benevolent motives which have 
induced its formation ; and, with every American citizen^ 
feel a pride in seeing the name of Washington at its head* 

To aid its views, I am prompted to send the following 
information. There are, in this vicinity, between fifty 
and a hundred free people of colour, who have by ?Tiy 
means heard of your Society, and are desirous of going 
to Africa, to help in forming a settlement or colony, 
should one be attempted. They live on the W abash, oa 
both sides ; some in the Illinois territory, and some in 
Indiana. They are in general industrious and moral. 
Some of them have landed property and are good farmers ; 
and some can read and write. They are sensible of the 
existing degraded condition in which they are placed by 
our laws, respecting the right of suffrage, and other dia- 
iibiUties. ^ 

If your Society has formed a constitution, they wish to 
see it, as well as the consequent regulations, and they wish 
to be informed how soon any setttlcment or colony will 
be commenced. 

Be pleased, sir, to forward the constitution and other 
information to me, and I will communicate it to them. 
I will also aid the Society in removing tt^e people oi 
colour from this, to the place of embarkation, and in any 
other manner in my power. 

With best wishes for your success in your patriotic anfl 
humane labours, I have the honour to be, sir, 

Your devoted and obedient humble servant. 
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(N.) 

5oiJ and productions of the interior of Afri^^ 

Meredith on the Gold Cuast^ p. 36, — Every country 
we hear of ia the interior produces gold ; whereas on 
the coast there is but httle to be obtained in comparison. 
All the ivory exported from the coast is produced inland, 
and what an extensive and fertile country must it be, to 
atibrd hberty and pasture to such numerous herds of 
elephants, which, doubtiess, might be trained for the 
same uses and purposes they are applied to in the east ! 
We have yet reason to expect that the domestic ani- 
mals inland, are larger than on the coast, sheep parti- 
cularly. The writer has seen and eaten part of a sheep 
brought from the kingdom of Eyis, which weighed, upon 
the authority of a Dutch gentleman, one hundred and 
thirty-two pounds, cleaned from the otFal. He lias like- 
wise seen, with the king of Ashantee's army, sheep of a 
large size : this proves that the pasture inland, is more 
rich than on the sea coast. 

Jdem. p. 3. — There is a variety of soil to be observed 
along the coast, from a light sandy and gravelly kind, to 
a fine black mould and loamy clay ; as we advance a 
little into the country, the soil assumes a more uniform, 
and in general, a more favourable appearance : and if we 
continue to advance, it will be found rich in the ex- 
treme, and in general tit for every purpose. About the 
distance of six or eight miles from the sea, the soil par- 
takes of such happy variety, that it is capable of every 
sort of cultivation. 

Winterhottom' s Sierra Leone^ p. 54, vol. i. — Cattle are, 
indeed, met with on some parts of this coast, but not in 
such numbers as in the Foulha country. Mr. Winter- 
bottom, my brother, in his journal, speaks of " charming 
meadows with cattle grazing in them," and several times 
mentions herds consisting of an hundred head in good 
condition. These cattle are in size, between the largest 
and smallest English breed. 

Paric^s Travels^ chap. 23, vol. i. — It cannot admit of a 
doubt, that all th j rich and valuable productions both of 
the East and West Indies, might be naturalized and 
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ferought to the utmost perfection in the tropical parts of 
this immense coiitinent. Nothing is wanting to this end 
but example to enlighten the minds of tlie natives, and 
instruction to enable them to direct their indi it'y to 
proper objects. It was not possible for me to behold 
the wonderful fertility of the soil, the vast herds of cattle, 
and a variety of other circumstances favourable to colo- 
nization and agriculture, and reflect, withal, on the 
tneans which presented themselves, of a vast inland nam- 
gation, without lameating that a country so abundantly 
gifted and favoured by nature, should remain in its pre- 
sent savage a.'id neglected state." As no authority with 
respect to Africa, is entitled to higher respect than that 
of Mungo Park, so none is more explicit as to the capa* 
city of Africa for every species of improvement in the 
mode proposed by the American Society, 



Resolutions and addresses from different religious asso* 

lions, 

Extract from the minutes of the presbytery of Fayetteville, N. C, 

Thirteenth session of the presbytery of Fayetteville, 

Tirza church, Monday, 4th October, 1819. 

Resolved, That this presbytery do heartily approve of 
the object proposed by the American Society for colo- 
nizing the free people of colour of the United States ; 
and that they do sincerely wish and fervently pray, that 
the said Society may meet with the most abundant and 
speedy success. 

Ordered, That an attested copy of the above resolu- 
tion, be transmitted to the President of the said Society, 

Truly extracted from the 151st page of the mmutes 
'6f the presbytery. 

COLIN JklVER, Stated Clerk, 



Westhampton, Sept. 9th> 181». 
Slias Calctwell, Esq. Secretary, &c. 

Sir — At the meeting of the general Association of 
Massachusetts Proper, at PittsfieUij J tta« 22d, 181^., 

17 
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" The Association voted. That this Association entef^ 
fain sentiments of high respect for the Society organized 
for the colonization of free blacks ; that they most earn- 
estly wish success to its noble and interesting objects \ 
that they assure the directors of their co-operation, and 
beg them to persevere in the good work so favourably- 
commenced. 

Voted, That a copy of this vote be transmitted to 
the secretary of the society." 

Certiiied and transmitted with sentiments of cespect, 
by, Sir, your's. <fcc. 

EOCH HALE, Secretaryj Gen. Ass. Mass. Proper* 



Prince Edward, Nov. 18th, I81t, 

Dear Sir — At a meeting of the Synod of Virginid, iit 
Winchester, on the !23d October, 1819, the following 
resolution was una-iimously adopted, and an order pas- 
sed that a copy should be transmitted to you as Presi- 
dent of the American Colonization Society. 

"Whereas the Synod of Virginia are informed of 
the existence, in our country, of an association of in- 
telligent and patriotic citizens under the title of the 
American Colonization Society, the object of which is 
to send out to Africa such free persons of colour as 
may be willing to go ; and whereas there is reason to 
• h pe that th?s enterprize, if conducted with proper dis- 
cretion, will produce the happiest effects, particularly 
in aiding to communicate the glad tidings of the Gospel, 
to an interesting quarter of the globe ; and to melior- 
ate the condition of a degraded portion of our popula- 
tiou ; while it promises the means of alleviating evils 
which our own country has reason to deplore. 

Resolved, unaiumously, that the Synod of Virginia re- 
commend, and they do hereby cordially recommend to 
all the members of the churches and congregations un- 
der their care, to aid the design of the said Society ac- 
cording to opportunity and ability, by their couatenancp. 
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their contribntions, and their prayers to Almighty Go^ 
for its success," 

[Signed] BENJ- J.L RICE, Moderator- 

* A true copy, 
J^Iathew SylCf stated clerk. 



Greensboro, Guilford County, K. C. November 18th, 1810^ 

Kespected Friend- — The society of friends at their 
yearly iiiectiiig held in Guilford, N. C. taking into con* 
sideration the situation of the people of colour of the 
United States, after mature deliberation and conference 
thereon, did conxludejlo present the American Coloniza- 
tion Society with a sum of mpney to be applied in colo- 
nizing the free people of colour of the United States, 
on the western coast of Africa, five hundred dohars of 
which is now raised ; the object of this letter is to obtain 
information respecting the views, progress, and suc- 
cess of the Society as far as it has proceeded ; and how 
far the general government has, or will, be hkely to co- 
operate with you in the work, and what way will be best 
for us to convey the money to you, whether it may be 
deposited in the branch bank of the United S , tes in 
Fayettevilie, or in som.e bank at Raleigh, subject to a 
draft from you — and as we have but a very imperfect 
information respecting the views and proceedings of the 
society we believe it will be of great service to the work 
if we could have an oflicial communication of the whole 
proceedings, as it w^ould be hkely to remove prejudica 
and make more favourable impressions on the public 
mind. 

GEORGE SWAIN, 

Acting en behalf of a committee 

apuoinied by the meeting aforogaieU 

Eiias B. Caldwell, 



Resolution of the Generfil Assembly of the Presbyterian ChiircV, 

Session of the Assembly, .May 3Ist, 1819. 

The objects and plaris of the American Society for 
cplonizing the free people of colour of the United States. 
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having been stated to the general assembly, and the 
same having been considered and discussed, the assembly 
resolved, that in their opinion the plans of the Society is 
benevolent in its design, and* if properly supported and 
judiciously and vigorously prosecuted, calculated to be 
extensively useful to this country and to Africa. The 
situation of the people of colour has frequently attracted 
the attention of this assembly. In the distinctive and 
indelible marks of their colour and the prejudices of the 
people, an insurmountable obstacle has been placed to 
the execution of any plan for elevating their character 
and placing them on a footi ig with their l>rethren of the 
same common family. In restoriuip them to the land of 
their fathers, the assembly hope the way may be opened, 
not only for the accomplishment. of that object, but for 
introducing civilization ai>d the gospel to the benighted 
nations of Africa. From the information and statements 
received, the assembly believe that the proposed colony 
in Africa may be made a powerful auxihary in the efforts 
which are making to abolish the iniquitous traffick in 
slaves, carried on in Africa, and happily calculated to lay 
the foundation for a gradual emancipation of slaves in 
this country, in a legal and constitutional manner, and 
without violating the rights or injuring the feehngs of 
our southren brethren. 

With these views the assembly feel it a duty earnestly 
to recommend the American Society for colonizing the 
free people of colour of the United States, to the patron- 
age and attention of the churches, under their care, and 
to benevolent individuals throughout the Union. 

A true extract from the minutes of the general assem- 
yiy of the Presbyterian church. 

Attest, JOHN E. LATTA, 

Fermaneat Clerfe. 
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Lists of Members and Subscribers to the several Soeiettef* 



Members of the Maryland Auxiliary Society for Colonizing the free, 
people of colour^ with their own consent y established in the City of 
Baltimore. 

Col. John Eager Howard, President, 

Geii. Robert Goodloe Harper, ) 

Gen. William H. Winder, > Vice Presidents, 

Hon. Ch. Justice Brice, ) 

Luke riernan, Treasurer. 

Edward J. Coale, Secretary. 

MANAGKRS- 

Rev. James Inglis, D. D. CoL John S. Smith. Philip E. Thoma?i. 

Petei Hoffman. John B. Morris. Isaac M'Kim. 

Maxwell McDowell, M. D. 

MEMBERS FOR LIKE. 



Dolls. Doils, Dolls. 

Isaac M'Kim, 250 John E. Howard, 200 Robert Gilmor, 200 

Th'.mas Ellicott, 100 James Campbell, J William Tyson, 50 

Alex. M*Donalrt, 100 J. Ritchie, \ 100 Andrew Ellicott, 50 

John JV. D'Arcy, >. John Oldfield, ) James Ellicott, 50 

Henry Didier, \ ^"^^ A. A. Williams 100 Hugh Thompson, 50 

C. Carrol, oi Car. 100 Roswell L. Colt, 80 John M'Henry, 50 

Thomas Tenant, 100 Nat. F. Williams, 50 Philip E. Thomas 50 

Peter Hoffman, 100 Ivir. Von Capf, 50 Evan Thomas, 50 

John Hoffman, 100 J. I. Cohen, jr. 50 J. B. Morris, 35 

George Hoffman, 100 John Purviance, 50 Robert G. Harper, 30 
Alex. Fiidge, ) , ^ Kichard Caton, 50 Wilson, Mullikin, 

Morris, S ^ ^' "Tyson, 50 and Co. 50 

J. W. M'Cuiloch, 100 Luke Tiernan, 50 

MEMBERS NUT FOR LIFE. 

Benjamin Ellicott, 25 years, 25 Gerard T. Hopkins, 11 years, 11 

Samuel HoUingsworth, do. 25 William Hopkins, do. 11 

Ashton Alexander, 15 years, 15 Talbot Jones, 5 years, " %5 

Isaac Burneston, do. 15 Walter Jenkins, do. d 

George T. Dunbar, 20 years, 20 Bolton Jackson, do. ^ 

Isaac Tyson, do. 20 Amos James, do. 5 

Francis Forman, do. 20 D, Karrick, do. 5 

Elisha N. Browne, 5 years, 5 George Law, do. B 

Thomas P. Baker, do. 5 Isaac M'Phei son, do. 5 

EliClagett, do. 5 . Col. M'Lai!ghl;n, do. 5 
Evan Ellicott, 10 years, 10 Robert Oliver, do. 250 

Wm. R. Gwynn, do^ 10 John Oliver, do. 5 

John Hughes, do. 10 jNicholas Popplein, do. 5 

, Tompkins, do. 10 Jos. V\ . Patterson, do. 5 

Edward Harris, 5 years, 5 John Reese, do. 5 

Benjamin Hodges, do. 5 John Spear Smith, do. 5 

Win. Lansdaie, do. 5 Resin D. Sheppart', ('.o. 5 

Edward J. Coale, do. 5 James Sterret, do. ^ 
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Dole. 

ISeall D. Stincheomb, 5 years, 2 

A. W. Williams, do. 5 

Thomas Walsh, do. S 

D. Whiteford, do. 5 

Samuel Winchester, do. 5 

Br. John E. Cooife, do. 6 

James Harwoodj do. 5 

Wesley Starr, do, 5 

John Burhaniji do. 6 



S. K. Jennings, B yea)fs. £ 

John Marriott, do. 5 

Abm. Worthington, 20 years, 20 

William N orris, 1 1 years,, 1 1 

Leonard Kimball, 10 years, 10 

Isaac Phillips, do. 10 

Henry Thompson, do. 10 

CumblM D. Williams, 10 years, 10 

Dennis F. Magruder, 10 do. 1(S 



List of Subscribers and Members of the Saciety, at Washi7i^ton. 

MEMBERS FOR LIFE, 



Dols. 

rJohn Marshall, Chief Jus. U S. 30 
Bush.Washington, Mt. V er. Va. 100 
Chs. Marshy Woodstock, Vermt. 30 
EliasB. Caldwell, Washington, S) 
George Peter, Maryland, 30 
John Laird, Georgetown, D, C. 3 
F. S. Key, do. 30 
Evvd, Colston, Berkly county,Va. 30 
C. F. Mercer, Loudon cy. Va. 

in 5 years, 500 
John Randolph, Va. 30 
Rev. Luther Rice, 30 
Wm. H. Fitzhugb, Fairfax cy. V. 50 



H. Clay, Lexington, Kentucky, 30 
J. C. Herbert, Maryli.'nd, • 3i3 
William Thornton, Washington, 30 
Robi It Ralston, Philada. Pa. 100 
Samuel Archer, do. 50 
J. Mason, Georgetown, D. C. 30 
Wm. H. Crawfovd, Georq;ia, 80 
J. T. Shaaf, G. Tn. D. Cr(decd.) 30 
H. H. Ch ip nan, Annapolis, 30 
J. H. Cockft, New Canton, Va. 230 
Wm, Garuett, Essex county, Va.50 
Henry Foxall, Georgetown, D.C. 5© 



AJfNUAL SUBSCRIBERS. 



Dols. 
5 
5 



5 
5 



Th. Henderson, 
John Lockerman, 
Jarnes Laurie, 
H. Carrol, 
David W alker, of Ky. 5 
Robert Munro, 5 
Thos. Dougherty, 5 
W. G. Blount, 5 
Robert Dick, 1 
Heniy Ashton, 1 
William Yeates, 1 
E. Ki<igs, 5 
R. Thomas, 1 " 

Alex. M'Willamg, 1 
Saml. Whitecomb, jr. 1 
James Riley, 5 
Alexander McDonald, 
€. Duvall, As.J.S.C' 

U. S. 5 
1?cter H. Weudovcr, 10 



Dols. 

— - Condit, of N. J. 1 
Carr Bowers, Va. 5 
John Woodside, 3 
David English, 5 
J. Leander Cathcart, 5 
James Dunlop, 5 
Wrn. B. Randolph, 5 
Hugh Nelson, of Va.l5 
Lemuel Bacon, 2 
Wm. Brane, 2 
Allen M«Lane, of Del. 5 



John Yerby, 5 

William Morton, 5 

James Melvin, jr. 5 

Dr. George Clarke, 5 

Wm. Hawley, 5 

Dan. Bussard, 5 

Dr. N. Magruder, 5 

W. S. Lipscomb, 5 
Thomas L. M*Kepny, ^ 



Solgs 

Walter Smith, 5 

Robert Ould, 5 

John Kurtz, 6 

John Peter, 5 

L. Mackall, 5 

T. T. Gantt, 15 

Wm. Marbury, 10 

Darius Clagett, 10 
xMrs. Custis, Arlingt. 10 

T. Corcoran, 10 

Wm. Ryland, 10 

Isaac Owens, 10 

Daniel Rennor, 10 

John Barnes, 10 



Robert Moiiroe. 



10 



Washington Bowie, 10 
Saml. L. M'Kenny, 10 
Richard Thomson, 20 
William Lang, g 
John Lwtz, 5? 



I 



Wm. Clafi;eff, 2 

James J. Johnson, 2 

John D Scott, 2 

Richard Davis, 2 

jW. iv. Fiuhugh, 1 

William (irod, 1 
J. Clark, ?oi-!? cj. Pa. 1 

T. Addi?on, jr. 1 

Bur well Baj^set, 1 

ei Moore, 1 

Gedrjfe Clark, 1 

E. H. Lee, 2 

Robert Dick, 1 

Miss Ann Lingan, 4 

Joseph Thaw^ 1 



Dols. 

Thomas Thorpe, 1 

Mathew Mines, 1 

William Whann, 10- 

William Yates, 2 

John M'Clelland, 5 

James M^Cleary, 1 

James Carnahan, 2 

John Underwood, 1 

James Laurie, 3 

Dan. H. Haskill, 1 

W. D. Addison, 5 

J. Estabrook, 1 

Horton Howard, 1 

O. B. Brown, 2 
R. Potts, Fred. Town^l 



t)ohT 

Andrew Coyle,. 1 
Jonathan Elliot, 1 
William Hawley, B 
Augustus L. Chapin, 1 
William Morton, sen. 1 
William Morton, jun. I. 
Isabella Morton, 1 
Marian Morton, I. 
Laurence W. Morton, 1 
Adeline INIorton, t 
i\-avy P. Morton, 1 
John viorton, I 
Rev. Dr. Steph.Balch, 1 
Walter Jones, 



Members and Subscribers of the Auxiliary Society f taken at Ai^apoHs^, 

January^ 1819. 



Dols. Dols. Dols. 
Chg. Goldsborough, Henry H. Chapman, 20 Geo.C. Washington, 20 

Governor of Md. 20 Dr. John Ridgeley, 20 E. R. Wilson, 20 

W. Kitty, Chan. do. 20 Henry H. Harwood, 20 Samuel Claggett, 20 

Henry Mayaadier, 20 Daniel Janifer, 20 R. B: Taney, 20 

JohuPiukney, 20.Ciem. Dorsey, 20 Virgil Maxcyj 20 
Benj. Harwood, 20 



ANNOAIi SUBSCRIBERS. 

Dols. Dols. S)oI&. 

Jeremiah T. Chase, 10 Ezekiah Linthicum, i Jonas Green, 1 

Samuel Ridout, 10 N. Goldsborough, 1 James Boyle, & 

Daniel Murray, 10 Thomas Blackstone, 1 William Brown, 1 

Thomas Chase, 5 B. J. Heard, 1 Walter Cross, 1 

Wm. Spencer, 5 James Tidball, 1 John Barber, 1 

Wm. Charmichael, 5 Addison Ridout, 1 John Weedor., 1 

George, D. Painham, 5 John Shnw, 2 Lewis Neth, 2 

Joseph Cresap, 5 James B. Steele, 1 Thomas Furlong, 1 

Xevin Gale, 5 Thomas H. Bowie, 1 Francis Welch, 1 

!Peter Emerson, 5 Sam. Maynard, 1 Adam Miller, 1 

George B. Jackson, 5 R. M. Chase, 1 John Hyde, 1 

"Wni. Hughlt'tt, 5 Thomas Franklin, 1 Wm. H. Thomson, I ' 

James Sonferville, 5 Benjamin Pindle, 1 James Iglehart, 1 

H. Biawner, 3 James Hunter, 1 H. G, Munro, 1 

Thos. C.Worthington, 2 Wm. M^Parlin, 1 Wrightson Btyan, 1 

David Patton, 2 N. J, Watkins, 1 George Macubin, I 

Thos. B. Hinson, 2 George Siiaw, 1 Elizabeth Maynadier, I 

David Mackey, / 2 Henry L. Davis, 1 Kljaa MayundK r, I- 
Thomas Fjazier, 1 
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Donations subscribed by the Ladies of Annapolis, 



Blizabeth Lloj^d, 
E. Worthiugtoii) 
N. Carol, 
Mrs. Neth, 
Mrs. M*Tavish, 
Miss Chase, 



Dolis., 

5 Ann Rirlgely, 
5 Harriett Ridgely, 
5 Mrs. Crab, 
5 Mrs. Welsh, 
5 Elizabeth ^cottJ 
5 



Dol s. DoUsi 
5 E. Maynadier, 
•5 Mrs. Taney, B 
5 Mrs. J. Bvice, 5 
5 IVHss M. Tilghman, 5 
10 Mrs. Bowie, 5 



o/* ^^-e officers of the Aimnpoli^ 

President, J. T. Chase, 

1st Vire-Presirlent, Wm. Kilty, 

Sd, Thomas Blackistone, 

3d, Wm. Spencer, 

4th, Peter Emerson, 

Sth, C. Dorsey, 

6th, Dr. Thomas Johnson, 

7th, Wm. Hayward, 

8th, James Murray, 

9th, Benjamin W. Lecompte, 
10th, John Moffat, t 
11th, Wra. D. Diggess, 



Auxiliary Colonization SocisUf* 

12th, Wm. R. Stuart, 
13th, Ephraim K. Wilson, 
14th, R. B. Taney, 
15th, Charles S. Sewall, 
16th, William Hushlctt, 
17th, Thovnas Kennedy, 
18th, Oeorsre C. Washington, 
19th, James Tidball, 
A. C. Magruder, Secretary, 
Jonathan Pinckney, TreasureiTj 
John Brewer, Recorder. 



Rev. H. L. Davis, 
Eev. John Gist, 
H. Maynadier, 
Jeremiah Hughes, 



BOARD OF MANAGERS. 

James Boyle, John Stephen, 

Fran. Hollingsworth, Nicholas J. W^atkins, 

Daniel Murray, George Shaw, 

Virgil Maxcy, Dr. Dennis Claude. 



Jjist of the Officers of the Jfew-Yoric Auxiliary Colonization Societi/^ ' 

Col. Henry Rutgers, President, Jonathan Goodhue, Treasurer, 

John R. B. Rodgers, M. D. i G. N. Bleecker, Cor. Secretary, 
Bivie Bethune, i Beck, M. D. Rd, Secretary. 

Rev. Ale?£. M'Leod, D. D. ) 

OTHER MANAGERS. 

Rev. John B. Romeyn, Mr. Najah Taylo^-, Mr. Wm Colgate, 

Rsv. James Milnor, Mr. G. P. Shipman, Mr. Wm. B. Ciosby, 

Mr. John Griscom, Mr. John Adanis, Mr. George Gallagher* 

Mr. Joseph Smith, Mr. George Griffin, 

T^he list of Subscribers in New-York, hac not 3'-et been sent ; but a 
^ery handsome subscription has been made up by a few benevolent citi«. 
aens of that place. 



ttist of Subscribers to the Auxiliary Society of Frederick cmnly, Vif^ ■ 

ginia. 

Kathanie! Burwell, President. Obed White, Treasurer* 

Augustine C. Smith, Secretary 
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MANAOKRS. 

iRev. Alex. BatmaiBj, Rev. Wni. Meade, Hon. P<obert White, 
Hev. Wm. Hill, R«v. George Reid, Hon. Hugh Holmes. 



List of Donations^ payable in Jive annual instalments. 



Bol's 

iNathaniel Burwellj 500 
Phillip Burwe'iL 500 
Rev. Wm. Meade, 500 
Richard K. Meade, 500 
David Meade, 500 
John Milton, 500 
y<'m. Garnegy, 500 
Hon. Hugh Holmes, 200 
Oliver Funston, 200 
James Ship, 200 
^usanMeade, 100 
Mary Meade, 100 
Mrs. J. Washington, 20 



Dolls. 

Lucy Meade, 100 
Rev, A. Balmain, 100 
Daniel Lee, 100 
Mrs. Page, of Fd. 100 
Mrs.. Norris, 100 
William Fay, sen. 100 
James M. Hite, 100 
John Kerfoot, 100 
James Sowers, 100 
Wm. Mitchell, 100 
Robert Berkeley, 100 
James Davis, 100 



Dollg, 

Stephen Davis, 100 
Judith Blackburn, . 00 
Fev. Wm. Hill, 50 
Hon. Robert White, 50 
Obed Waite, 50 
James Bnker, 50 
Edward Smith. 50 
Joseph Fa untleroy, 100 
Fielding Sowers, 50 
P. Nelson, dona. 100 
Ad » m Bntyon, do. 10 
Mrs. Blackburp, iOO 



Milledgeville Society^ Georgia.. 

ANNUALLY FOR FIVE YEARS. 



Dolls. 

"Wm. Rabun, dona. 50 

Geo. R. Clayton, 10 

Joel Crawford, 10 

Daniel Sturges, 10 

John Lucas, 10 

James Glenn, lU 

.John B. Hines, 10 

Wm. H. Crenshan, 10 

Walter Jones, 10 

Thompson Bird, 10 

Arthur Ginn, 10 

Charles T. Paine, 5 



Dolls. 



H. Craft, 

Solomon Betton, 10 

Myles Greene, 10 

W^m. C. Redding, 5 

Alexander Greene, 5 

E. B. Jones, 5 

Wm. Lewis, 5 

James Stanford, 5 

Wm. D. Tarratt, 5 

P. Tanatt, 5 

Wm. Turner, 10 



5 Hines Holt, 



Dolfa. 
20 

Henry Darnell, 10 
Richard Morgan, 10 
Ben. Bower, 5 
Tho. N. 3axter, 5 
Littleton Atkinson, 5 
Peter Gent, 5 
Johri Clark, 10 
Seaton Grantland, 5 
E. Shackelford, jr. 2 
Charles F. N. Betton, B 



List of Subscribers to the Augusta Auxiliary Somety, Geo» 







Dolls. 




DoHs. 


J. Walker, 5 
J. H. Montgomery, 


years, 


25 


Augustin Slaughter, 


5 years, 


2S 


do. 


]C 


Anderson VVatkins, 


do. 


25 


R. H. Wilde, 


do. 


JO 


M. C. Leavensworth, 


1 year. 


1(9 


Edward F. Cam.bell, 


do. 


25 


Nicholas Ware, 


do. 


10 


Richard Tubman, 


do. 


20 


L. C. Cantelon, 


do. 


\e 


Charles Labuzard, 


do. 


10 


John Campbell, 


do. 


Id 


Wm. Gumming, 


do. 


25 


Hugh Neshit, 


do. 




Ralph Thomas, 


1 year, 


10 

18 


John Modre?, 




10 
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John Carmichaei 1 year, ^10 W. Micon, 2 years, 5 

Samuel Hale, 1 do. 25 R. V. Maryc, l" do. 5 

J. C. Clemn, 1 do. 5 Thomas H. Pcnn, 1 do. 5 

W.Jones, 1 do. 5 W. Hobby, ' 1 do. 



H. Welsh, 2 do, 6 James Frasisr, 1 do. 10 

List of Subscribers in Savannah, Georgia* 
ANNUALLY FOR THREE YEARS. . 

Dols. Dols. Dols. 
James M. Wayne, 20 David Leion, 20 Rich. Habersham, do. 20 

John Anderson, 20 Robert Habersham, 20 1. B. Read, 20 

I. C. Dunning, 5 yrs. 20 Archibald Smith, 20 A. G. Semns, 20 
Joseph Gumming, 20 Edward F. Tatnei, 20 F. R. Gray, . 20 
Oliver Sturgess, 20 Theodore Bartow, 20 Anthony Barkley, 20 
John P. Williamson, 20 Hazen Kimball, 1 yr. 20 I. Waldbury, 20 
William Taylor, 20 Jonathan Meigs, do. 20 Henry KoUocfc, 20 



Additional Subscribers, City of Washington. 



Dols. 



20 
10 
20 
10 
10 
10 



Mrs. H. Elzey, 
J. K. Paulding, esq, 
W'm, Waters, esq. 
Mr, Briscoe, 
Mr. Thaw, 
Mr. Hires, 
Mr, Eutchinson, 



B. G. Orr, esq. 

Gen. Parker, 
Gen. Van Ness, 
Wm. Wirt, esq. 
B. L. Lear, esq, 
T. Munroe, esq. 
Maj. Van De Venter, 5 
Mr. Lee, 5 

Fifty dollars have also been received from M. Hyde de Neuville, the 
French Minister to this country. 



Dols. Dols. 
Wm, A. Scott, I 
A Young Man, dona. 5 
Strother Helm^ Va. 5 
Rev. Wm.H.Wilmer, 

Alexandria, i 
Mr. Dahdridge, Va. 30 



5 
3 
5 
2 
2 
2 



2 Thomas Dougherty, i; 



List of Slihscrihers in Charleston^ S, C. 

Christ. Gadsden, ^ 50. Robert Smith, 50 William Clarkson, 50 

William Smith, 50 Mr. Pointsett, , 50 Chs. C Pinckney, 50 

Mr. Poinsett, (don.)50 MajorVanderherst, 50 Mrs. Russell, 30 

Mr. Gibbs, 30 John Anson, 50 Mrs. Gregoire, 20 . 

Rev. Mr. Payson, 30 C, H. Gadsden, 50 Mrs. Faber, 10 

Mrs. Dehon, 14 Isaac Ball, 50 

Some of the above are annual for five years, but it is not known how 
many. They were obtained by the Rev. Mr. Gadsden, of Charleston^ 
and the first payment of ^500 has been received. 



Subsci'ihers in Portland^ Maine* 

A^tiVAl, FOR FIVE YEARS. 

Richard Cobb, ^5 Samuel Freeman, 2 Reuben Mitchell, 3 

Levi Cutter, 3 Rev. Ed Payson, 3 Charles Blanchard, 2 

Nathaniel Dana, 3 John Hull, 2 Ezeklel Hoole, 2 

Luthejr Dana, S David Dana, 3 Nehemiah Cram, 2 
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Thomas Brown, lO 
Gash by friends, 5 



DONATIONS. 

Rev.P.S.TenBroeck,5 
A friend^ 3 



Cash, 
A friend, 



Officers of the Raleigh Aaxiliary Society^ JVl Carolina, 
Jlis Excellency John Branch, Governor of the state, President. 

Vice Presidents. 



Col. William Polk, 
Hon. John L. Taylor, 



Hon. Leonard Henderson, 
Archibald Henderson, Esq. 



Managers. 

iohn Raywood, Esq. Rev. Wm. M'Pheeters, Th. P. Dcvereux, Esq, 

Hon. Henry Potter, Dr. A. S. H. B^r^es, Williaai Hill, E;sq. 

Gen; Calvin Jones, Dr. Jeremiah Battle, Joseph Ross, Esq. 

Col. B. Daniel, Rev. John Evans, Moses Mordecai, Esq. 



Daniel Du Pre, Treasurer. 



Joseph Gales, Secretary* 



Annual Subscribers for ^ve 

John Branch, A. S. H. Barges, 10 

William Polk, 20 H. Potter, 5 
Benjamin Rugsdale, 5 Thos. Henderson, jr.- 5 



Daniel Du Pre, 2 

William Barnes, ? 

Mark Cocke, . 4 

John Haywood, 10 

William Hill, 5 

Wm. M'Pheeters, 10 

Jeremiah Battle, 5 

William Raffin, 5 

Jacob S. Blount, 10 

Joseph Ross, 5 



Benjamin S. King, 5 
Joseph Gals, 5 
Calvin Jones. 3 
Josepli Caldwell, 10 
A. D. Murphy, IQ. 
William Peace, 10 
Harriet H. Bobbitt. 3 
Sasan D. Nye, 2 
A. Henderson, 5 
William Gaston, 5 



years. 

Robert H* Jones, 
L. Henderson, 
James F. Taylor, 
William Robards, 
Sterling Wheaton, 
William Peck, 
R. Daniel, 
T. P. Dever^ax, 
John Evans, 
John L. Taylor, 
Moses' Mordecai, 
William Shaw, 
R. Fenner, 



6 

5 
S 
5 
1 

10 
5 
5 

10 
5 
5 
5 
5 



Subscr ibers under Jive y ears, 

William Baylan, for 3 years, g 10 James Baylan, for 2 years, glO 

Wm. H. Haywood, 1 do. 10 Robert Harrison, 2 do. 2 

John Martin, 2 do. I Charles ^ianly, 2 do 5 

Sherwood Haywood, 2 do, 5 Stephen Miller, jr. 2 do, 6" 



Officers of the Jlxixiliary Society of Kew-Haven^ Con* 

Hon. Simeon i^aldwin. President. 

Vice-Presidents, 
David Daggett, William Mosely, 

Rev. Jeremiah Day, D. D. Isaac Gilbert. 

ManagerSt 

Obadiah Hotchkiss, Luther Bradley, Wm. M'Crackau, 

Win. Leffiugwell, Hezekiah Hotchkiss, Leman Dirnning, 

Asahel Tuttle, ^ncjas Monson, jr. Rev. Henry Lines. 

Tool Walter, 

Ralph J. Ingoxsoll, Sixretary, Henry Dennison, Treasurer, 
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HiVper'^s Ferry AuxUiarif Society^ Virginict. 
James Stubblefield, President, 

Vice-Presidents. 
William M^Guire, Edward Wager, 

Armstead Beckham, Roger Humphreye- 

Managers^ 

John Strickland, Martin Hartman, 

George Vlaileory, John Reson, 
Piiiiip HojTman, John Rockenbaugh, 

John P. M*Quire, Secretary* Jacob Wark, Treasurer. 



Martin Birtenbau^^ 
James Clark, 
Daniel Border, 



Suhscnhers^members for life. 
William M ^Guire, ^20 Roger Humphreys, 

Annual* 



Jas. Stubblefield, g5 

Edivard Wager, 3 

Charles Brown, 1 
Solomoa R, Jackeon,! 

John Courcier, 1 

Charles H. Mills, 1 

James Clark, 2 

John Moler, 5 

Robert Printer, 1 

William S*iiall, 3 

Nicholas White, 5 

Wm- SmatlwDod, 1 
Fountain Beckham, 1 

Samuel Thropp,- 1 

Frederick l^iley, 1 

Hugh Moffett, 1 

Elisha Larkin, 2 

Wm. Crisfield, 1 
John Rockenbaugh, 2 

John Strickland, 1 

Wm. Pheian, 1 

John Resor, 1 



Johnson Garrett, 
Joel Norman, 
Robert Frasier, 
James Hughes, 
Timothy Stedman, 
Tilghman Compton, 
Jacob Fouke, 
Wm. M^Clure^ 
Margaret M'Clure, 
MartinBrittenbaugb 
Shadrach Penn, 
Richard King, 
Harlin Nash, 
Samuel Avis, 
George Mall eory, 
John Sellers, 
Martin Hartman, 
Daniel Border, 
Philip Hoffman, 
Stephen Delgarn, 
Jacob Best, 



1 


Samuel Kilham, 


t 


2 


Mark Gore, 
Hugh M*Coy, 


t 


1 


I 


1 


George Little, 


1 


2 


John Riley, 


1 


1 


Nathan Yeamans, 


Z 




John M'Farland, 


1 


2 


John Spaldiag, 


1 


2 


Horatio Hobbs, 


1 


•2 


Frederick Adamson, 


i 


5 


Wm. Adams, 


1 


2 


A. Vanvactor, 


1 


1 


Wm. White, 




2 


Ezekiel Stipes, 


1 


1 


Joseph Gorney, 


! 


1 


James Merrick, 


1 


1 


John P. M<Guire, 


5 


3 


Joseph Blackburn, 


1 


1 


Jacob Wark, 


2 


1 


Armstead Beckham, 




1 


Gtis Dudley, (doua.^ 


»1 



Officers of the Loudon Auxiliary Society^ Virginia^ 

John Mines, President, 
Vice-Presidents^ 



Samuel Murray, 
Ludwcl! IvCe, 
Israel Janney, 
James Moore, 
Mahlou Taylor, 

Asa Moore, 
John Rose, 
Geragv Cartvr, 



Samuel Nickols, 
Isaac Brown, 
Sydney Baily, 
Johnson Cleveland, 

Managers^ 

Jacob Mendenhall, 
Presley Curdeli, 
Ch. B. Ball, 



Burr Powell, 
James Heaton, 
William Ellzey, 
William Noland. 



Stephen C. Rozell, 
L. P. W. Balch. 



Richard H, Lee, Scrdary. Richard H. Henderson, Tretcsurer. 
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Subscribers for life. 
George Garter, ^ 30 John" Rose, g 

AnnuaL 

Wilson C.Selden, jr. 1 J. Keefer, 1 Ch. Taylor, ^1 

James M. Scott, I Samuel Hong, jun. 2 R. Biden, 1 

James Scott, 1 A-aron Schooley, i Thomas Rodgers, 1 

Wm. M*Carty, 1 Edward Dorsey, I John H. M'Cabe, 1 

John T. Wilson, 1 Bernard Taylor, 2 Zech. Dulaney, 1 

Bobert R. Hough, 1 Wm. Elzey, 1 . Cornelius Shanen, 1 

George Rhodes, 1 John Mines, 1 Seth Smith, 1 

Fayette Bali, 1 • Samuel Murray, i John Williams, 1 

Britton Sanders, 1 Daniel Vernon, 1 Jacob Mendenhall, I 

Israel Janne J, 1 John Barton, 1 John If ixoh, 5 

Daniel Jannijyi 1 Charles F, Mercer, 5 James Moore, f> 

Wm. Dodd, i C. P. Tult, 1 John Walker, 1 

Mahlon Toy, 2 Charles Lewis, 1 Chas. G. Edwards, % 

Thomas Barkley, 1 Joseph Garrott, 1 Thumas Philips, 1 

S. B. T. Caldwell, 1 Stephen C, Rozell, ! Martin Kitzmiller, I 

L, P. W. Balch, I Asa Moore, 3 Charles B. Ball, 1 

Wm. S. Neale, 1 Isaac Harris, 1 J. M^Cormick, 2 

Wm. Scl;ooley, 1 Aaron raundera, 1 Patrick M*Intir©, % 

Jesse Hurst, 1 David Janney, 2 Ludwell Lee, I 

R. H. Henderson, 3 Samuel Trenk, 5 Richard H, Lee, 1 

John Livingston, I Joshua Pusey, 3 Miss M. Ball, . £^ 

Win. R. Hough, 2 Presley Cordell, 1 Nicholas Taylor, t 

John E. Palmer, X 



Auxiliary Society at Mewhuryport^ Mass^^ 
Annual Subscribers for Jive years. 

Thomas M. Clark, lO Joseph S. Pike, 2 A. Knap, 1 

Edward Rand, 5 John Boardman, 2 Samuel Tenney^ 1 

Moody Pearson, 2 S. W. Thompson^ 2 Joseph Hale, I 

John S. Pcavson, 2 Moses Brown, 6 Edward Bass, 1 

Henry Southwick, 5 Wm. B. Banister, 5 Greenleaf Clark, 1 

Abner Caldwell, 2 Philip Coombs, 3 John Dean, 2 

Alexander Caldwell, 2 Richard Bartiet, 3 VVm, Bartlett, - 5 

Do7iations, 

George Titcomb, J ' P. Bayley, 2 George Jenkins, 5 

Edward S. Raud, 10 Stephen Greely, 1 Benjamin Balc^ 2 

E. Wheelwright, 5 Ebenezer Moseley, 5 A friend, 2 

Charles Whipple, 5 W. Gilman, \ A friend, 2 



Perley Tenney, 2 S. Pluramer, 2 Judge Thomson, of Ver.^ 

S. Patch, 1 Ebenezer Stedman, 1 " 



Officers of the Auxiliary Society at Fayetteville, JV*. Car, 

John Wenslow, President. Duncan M^Levan, Vice-President 

Manas^ers. 

Ecv. Colin M'lver, Jesse B. Shephard, R. P. Tiliinghamjir, 
A.brahani Stevens, Charles Chalmers, Elisha Stedman. 
j^urdoa Robins, Samuel P. Ashe, 

Rev. G. T. Bedell, Corresponding Secretary, 
Rev. W. D. Snodgrass, Recording d'o> 
J. A. Cameron, Treasurer. 
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Hcers of the .Auxiliary Society at Chapel Hill, C. 

Rev. Joseph Caldwell, D, D. President, 
Vice-Presidents. 

Major Pleasant Henderson, William M'Cauley, . Robert R. King> 
Wm. Hooper, Secretary. Thomas H. Taylor, Tieasurer^ 

Subseribers, 

Joseph Caldwell, in S years, J50 . William Hooper, 25 

Amvaah 



Dennison Olmsted, 5 
Wm. M'Cauiey, I 
Elisha Mitchell, 1 
Christopher Moring, 1 
Thomas H. Taylor, I 
Hudson M. Cave, 1 
E. Trice, 1 
Simon C. Jordan, I 
Abner W. Clopton, 1 
K. Kollock, 1 



Robert R. King, 



Samuel H. Sfnith, 
Nat. K. Harris, 
C. Le Roy Boyd, 
William Travis, 
Thomas Hilll, 
Mark M. Hnnderson, I 
Iveson G. Lea, 1 
Richard T. Smith, I 
David vVilliams, 1 



Peter R. Bland, 
James F. Vl*artin, 
JoknC. Taylor, 
James G. BhII, 
Mark Andiews, 
Jonathan ITixon, 
Thomas B. Slade, 
Wm. H. Harden, 
Wm. A. Shaw, 
Samuel I. Alvers, 



I 
1 
1 
1 
! 
I 
1 
I 
I 
1 



Charlestozm, Jefferson County^ Va* 
Drc Samuel J. Cramer, Preudmt. 



Bushrod C. Washington, 
Adam Weaver, 
Henry S. Turner, 
John T. A. Washington, 
George W. Humphreys, 
Kathaniel Craighill, 

Rev. Benj. Allen, 
Thomas Griggs, sen. 
John Downey, 

Geo. F. Washington, J- J^ANAGERS. < 
Jno. A. Washington, 
Wvn. Little, 
Charles liOwndes, 
John Marshall, Secretary, Robert Worthington, Treasurer. 

Subsa'ibers. 
Elizabeth Whiting, for life, g 30, 



Vice-Presidents. 



'Smith Slaughter, 
Wm. P. Craighill, 
Robert Levvright, 
Andrew Wood, 
Dolphin Drew, 
Thomas Griggs, jun. 



Sam. W. Cramer, 5 
Wm. P. Craighill., TO 
^Elizabeth Lee, 5 
Dolphin Drew, 5 
Henry S. Turner, 20 
Robt. Worthington, 10 
Nath. Craighill, ' 5 
Wm. C. Walton, 10 
Margaret Muse, 10 
Andrew Woods, 2 
J.T. A. Washington, 5 

J.T. A.Washington, 30 



Thos. Griggs, jr. 5 
G. W. Humphreys, 5 
John Downey, 5 
John R. Flagg, 5 
G. T. Washington, 30 
Wm. Little, < 5 
John Marshall, 
Dan. Rable, jr. 
Chas. Lov/ndcs, 
Adam Weaver, 
John Dixon, 

Donations. 
Thos. Gregg, sen. 16 



2 
2 
2 
2 
5 



Miss J. Blackburn, 
Miss C. Blackburn, 
Miss M. Llewellin, 
Mrs. C. Crane, 
Mrs. M. Moore, 
Catharine Wager, 
The Heirs of John 

Wager, 
Bcnj, Abell, 
Sam. Young, 



5 
2 
2 
2 
2 

2 
2 

a 



J. A. Washington, ?Q 
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Shephardstowrij Va, 
James S. Latlej President, John Baker, esq. Vice-President. 

Managers. 

T. V. Swearingen, esq. Abraham Shepherd, James Brown. 
Rev, Beiij. Allen, James Glenn. 

Rev. C. P. Krantb, Secretary. John Cookiis^ Treasurer, 
Subsaibers for Life» 
James S. Lane, 30. 

AnnuaL 

C. P. Kraiith, 2 Sam. Crowl, jr. 

Al.Van Swearingen, 5 James Glenn, 
J. B. Henrv, 5 Wm. Shult, 

Obed F. Waite, 5 
Jno. T. Cookus, 5 

Donations, 

MargaretKearsley, 10 Abhm. Shepherd, 10 
Priscilla Morgan, 5 John Melvin, 10 
Isaac S. White, 5 Thos. Melvin, 5 



John Baker, 5 
Joseph Swearingen, 5 
James Kerney, 10 
Wm. Kerney, 5 
John Matthews, " 2 



Benj. Allen, 



Benj. Melvin, 
Be^ij. Boydstone, 
Agnes Morgan, 



List of Subscribers in Philadelphia, . 

Hev. J. Janeway, ^20 Cash, 5 Fred. Beasley, 

Richd. Dale, 30, Ptt. Rev. W.White, 25 Mr. Vauhgan, 

Rev. Wm. A. Muh- Mr.Clapier, 10 Paul Beck, 

lenburg, 30 Alcxr. Henry, 30 Horace Binney, 

Chs, Chauncey, 20 Godfrey Heiger, 20 Wm. Meredith, 



2 
S 
5 
2 



10 

2 



20 
10 
2(^ 
25 
10 



Rockingham Auxiliary/ Society^ Va 

Hon. Daniel Smith, Pi-esideat. 

Dr. Peachy Harrison, ) ;>',-„-P««rf^«to. 
Major John Kenny, ) 

Managers. 



Rev. Daniel Baker, 
Col. Sam. II. Lewis. 



Dr. Joseph Cravhis, 
Maj; Robt. Grattan, 
Capt. Sam. Lynn, 
Richd. P. Fletcher, 



James Hall. 



Benj. Lewis, 



John S. Herring, 
Joseph Fawcett, 

Stephen Harnsbargher, Alex. Herrin<i. 
Geo. W. Harrison, Sam. Miller. 
Dr. Peachy Harrison, Corresponding Secretary. 
James M. Bush, Recording Secretary. 
David Steele, esq. Treasurer. 

Annual Subscribers, 



Thos. Kennedy, 
Joseph Fawcett, 
John Kenncy, 
Thos. C. Fletcher, 
Dan. Mathews, 
Henry Welch, 
Geo. Sites, 
John Sites, 
Jacob C. Crouse, 
Nathan Chandler, 



Henry S. Gamhill, 
Dan. Ragari) 
Geo. Clarke, 
Geo. Piper, 
Cns. Chandler, 
David Henlon, 
Julius S. Foster, 
Dan. Smith, 
Jacob Lincoln, jr. 
Feackey Harrison, 



Dan. Baker, 
Wm. Smith, 
Geo. Gitmore. 
Jacob Conrad, 
Benj. Lewis, 
Henry Bushnell., 
Joseph Cravins, 
John Cravens, 
Rich. P. Fletcher, 
Benj. R. Bryan.- 
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James Kewmaa, 
John H. Pence, 
David Steele, 
Allen C. Bryan, 
Edw. H. Smith, 
James Hall, 
Lidnum Crady, 
Anthony Huffman, 
James Laird, 
Jeremiah Kyle, 
Wm. M'Mahon, 
John Clarke, 
John F. Effinger, 
Jo :n Hanell, 
Henry Tutwiler, 
Kcniy Kisling, 
Michael Newman, 
Peter Trick, 
Robt. Grattan, 
Eugenic IrvinCj 
Geo. Dove, 
John Smith, 
Isaac Hite, 
Jonathan Shipman, 
Geo. Wertenbaker, 
John Carthrea, 
John Koontz, 
Peter Hennebarger, 
E. M 'Williams, 



Jacob Leggety 
Isaac Cow^gill, 
Josiah Cole, 
Cordelia Hite, 
Elizh. Young, 
Alexr. Herring, 
John Crummey, 
Layton Smith, 
Abhm. Smith, jr. 
Sam, Lewis, 
Stephen Hansbarger, 
John Scott, 
Andrew Irvine, 
Dan. Smith, 
Geo Huftman, 
Sam. Lynn, 
James M. Bush, 
Annanias Davison, 
Dan. Bryan, 
P. H. MH\ illiams, 
Geo. Gheesman, 
Wm. i. ravens, 
Francis A. Hill, 
Sam. Miller, 
Geo. Blakemore, 
John Flinn, 
Isaac Mines, 
Wm. T. Noel, 
Thos. Clarke, 



Diana StaUfej 
Isaac H. Keyeg, 
Robt. Herron, 
Abraham Harrell, 
Joseph Cline, 
Sam. Chandler, sen. 
•Alexr. Logan, 
Reuben Hcirrison, aefilT 
Isaac Hardesty, 
Ralph A. Loltus, 
John Dorsey, 
Thomas Bulgerj 
John Ireland, 
Robt. Gray, 
Jacob D. Williamson;^ 
Joseph AltafFer, 
Chs. Lewis, sen. 
John Brown, 
James Givens, 
Archd. W. Hustan, 
V- nj. Rice, 

Cuthbert H. Spangler, 
Hugh BruiVey, 
Wm. Bushnell, 
Robt. Hook, 
Michael Manzy, 
Je^se Bowlin, 
Peter Effinger. 



Officers of the. Auxiliary Society, in Prince George'' 

County, Md> 

John Johnson, President. 
^''ice-Presidents. 
Jas. R. Montgomery, Dr. Joseph Kent. 

.Managers, 

Dr. Wm. Beanes, Francis Magruder, Wm. Hebb, 
W m. H. Lyles, Sam. Sprigg, George Calvert, 

Thos. P. Sommerville, Francis M. Hall, Richard W. Westj 

Robt. W. Bowie, John Hodges, (of Ths.) Chas. HilL 

Edward Harwood, ^Secretary, T. Tyler, Treasurer. 



Auxiliary Society, J\few-London, Va* 

Reverend John Early, President. 

Vice-Presidents. 
Jas. Stephen, sen. esq. Col. John Wall. 

Managers^ 

ReY. Abner Early, Christr. Clark, Wm. Langhorne, es^. 

Dr. Wm. Steptoej Wm, Ervine, Nictiolas Cobbs, e?cjy 
Dr» Wm. Austin, 
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List of Subscribers in Hartford, Conn, - 

John T. Peters, g20 Wm. L. Stone, 1 John Sargent, 5 yvs. 5 

J. M. Wainwright, 1 Simeon Lincoln, 1 Asa Willey, 1 

H. Huntingdon/ for- A. Smith, 3 yrs. 3 A. Champion, 5 

3 years, 3 Silas Andrus, 1 H. L. Ellsworth, 

Michael Ball, 1 Henry Grew, 3 yrs. 3 5 yrs. 5 

S. Spencer, 2 yrs. 2 Mason F. Coggswell, 5 John M. Gunnett, 1 

H. Hudson, 5 yrs. 5 . J. G. Norton, 1 

Seth Terry, 3 yrs. 3 J.W.Edwards, 2 yrs. 2 



Jacob Bainitz, esq. President, 

Vice-Presidents, 

Hon. George Bainite, Jacob Eichelberger, esq. 

Managers, 

Charles A. Bainitz, esq. Dr. William M*Ilvain, 

Andrew Cremer, Rev. Charles A. Morris. 

John Gardner, Esq. Secretary. J:io. Schmidt, Treasurer. 

Subscribers, 

Henry Sheffer, for 1 year, ^1 Daniel Heckert, 1 year, l 

John Gardner, 4 do. 20 Michael Gardner, 1 do. 5 

Jacob Bainitz, 1 do. 5 Henry Hay, 5 do. 5 

William Barber, 1 do. 5 Jno. Schmidt, 5 do. 5 

John Beard, 1 do. 2 David Cassat, 1 do. 5 

George Bainitz, 4 do. 20 Wm. M'llvain 1 do. 3 

Jacob Emmitt, 5 do. 10 Richard Roch, 1 do. 1 

Jacob Eichelberger, 1 do. 5 Michael W.Ash, 1 do. 5 

Jacob Upp, 1 do. 5 William Howe, 1 do. 1 

Penrose Robinson, 5 do. 5 Peter Shultz, 1 do. 2 

John Roons, 5 do. 5 John Fisher, 1 do. 1 

Bushnell Garter, 5 do. 5 Robert Cathcart, 1 do. 5 

Henry Miller, 1 do. 5 Grandison Aisquith, 5 do. 5 

Rudolph Miller, 5 do. 20 Wm. Jones, 1 do. 1 

JoFeph Meredith, 1 do. 1 Michael Bentz, 1 do. 1 

William King, 1 do. 1 George Shelter, 1 do. 5 

John ^Velsh, 1 do. 1 Rev. Mr. Hemphill, 1 do. i 

John Brenise, 1 do. 1 D. B. Prince, 1 do* 1 

J. H. Weiser, 1 do. 1 James T. Steen, 1 do, 1 

John Forsyth, 1 do. 1 Andrew Cremer, 1 do. i 

Godlove K. Kane, 2 do. 10 Sam. Spangle, 1 do. i 

Martin Zeigler, 1 do. 2 E. Erl, 1 do. 1 

John Williams, 1 do. 1 Adam Keintfelt, 1 do. 5 

Charles A. Bainitz, 1 do. 5 Ths. M'Grath, 5 do. 3 

Samuel Wagner, 1 do. 1 M. H. Spangler, 3 do. 1 

Martin Danner, 1 do. 2 Robt. Hamersly, 2 do. 4 

Joshua H. Cox, 1 do. 5 F. Baird, 1 do. 2 

George S. Morris, <t 1 do. 1 Abhm. Gortman, 1 do. 2 

John Wright, 1 do. 1 John Voglesong, 3 do. 3 

J. G. Schmenker, 1 do. 5 Joseph Kraft, jun. 1 do. 1 

John Domuth, 1 do* 5 Josepli Shnll, 1 do. 1 

Abraham Miller, 1 do. 5 Lewis VVample, 1 do. 1 

Tobias .vJeyer, 1 do. 2 Ephraim Bacon, 1 do. 1 

Charles A. Morris, 1 do. 5 John Evans, 1 do, 1 

19 
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A. Kerr, 


1 year, 




Abraham Banner, 


1 year, 




James Scnall, 


2 do. 


2 


John Lay, 


1 do. 


1 


T T 1 

James Johnson, 


1 do. 


1 


Jonathan Jessop, 


1 do. 


J 


Dan. Ilgonieitz, 


5 do. 


5 


John Elgar, 


1 do. 


1 


Joseph Holland, 


1 do. 


1 


John Love, 


1 do. 


i 


IVi ichael Hay, 


1 do. 


1 


Samuel Welsh, 


1 do. 


2 


X rancis xtocK, 


1 do. 


1 


uonraa vvestnenerj 


1 ao. 


£ 


James Covinellee, 


1 do. 


1 


Jonas May, 


i do. 


i 


George Wehrly, 


1 do. 


1 


George Heckert, 


2 do. 




Jacob Roons, 


1 do. 


1 


C. F. Fisher, 


1 do. 


1 


John Welsh, 


1 do. 


1 


Adam Kmg, 


1 do. 


1 


George Skelton, 


1 do. 


1 


Cash, 


1 do. 


2 



Officers of the Auxiliary Colonization So(^iely of Providence^ RhodC'Island' 

Nathaniel Searle, President, 
Vice-Presidents, 

Hon. William Jones, Nehemiah R. Knight, Alexander Jones, 

Managers. 

Nicholas Brown, John Carlisle, S^achariah Allen, 

Uev. Nathan B. Crocker, Thomas Burgess, Stanford Newell. 
Samuel W. Bridgham, 

John Rowland, Treasurer ^ Charles F, Tillinghast, Secretary, 



The foregoing list of the Officers and Members of the various societieE 
which are now formed throughout our country, is all which has been 
fuiiiished. We lament very much that so niany of them have failed to 
transmit their 'ist ; anti, by means of this note, intreat that they wil! 
furnish us with the same, before another report is called for. 



ERRATA. 

Page 30, line 6, for 'north and south avestern territories,^ read ^ north 
western t^^rritory'—page 31, line 4> for * twenty,' read * seventy'— line 7« 
after * aggregate' insert 'by,' 



